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Eliasberg  Biography  on  the  Press! 


The  numismatic  com¬ 
munity  has  been  eagerly 
awaiting  the  completion  of 
O.  David  Bowers  latest  work 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg. ,  Sr. .-King 
of  Coins.  It  is  now  on  the 
press  and  will  be  available 
for  shipment  in  just  a  few 
short  weeks  (the  first  of 
April). 

Early  comments  from 
those  who  have  watched  the 
book  progress  over  the  past 
months  have  acclaimed  this 
work  to  be  one  of  Bowers’ 
best  works. 

The  extensively  illus¬ 
trated,  deluxe  hardbound 
volume  is  176,  8-1/2"  x  11" 
pages  in  length.  Following 
a  foreword  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  (president  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  and  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Guide  Book )  and  a  reminiscence  and 
appreciation  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  by  his 
son,  Richard  A.  Eliasberg,  the  volume  takes  the 
reader  year  by  year  as  the  famous  Baltimore 
collector  assembled  the  only  complete  collec¬ 
tion  of  date  and  mintmark  issues  of  United 
States  coins  ever  formed.  It  also  includes  several 
reminiscences  by  leading  numismatic  personali¬ 
ties. 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  and  his  coins  in  1962 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

❖ 

King  of  Coins 


By  0.  David  Bowers 


In  doing  research  for  the 
hook,  Dave  Bowers  consulted 
many  sources  dating  back  to  the 
last  century,  and  developed  a  rich 
narrative  of  how  the  Clapp  family 
acquired  coins  directly  from  the 
Philadelphia,  Carson  City,  New 
Orleans,  and  San  Francisco  Mints 
in  the  1890s,  and  how  many  of  the 
rarities  were  obtained. 

The  numismatic  career  of 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg  comes  to  life 
and  is  filled  with  fascinating  sto- 


r 


ries  about  how  he  tracked 
down  his  greatest  rarities, 
about  the  publicity  he  re¬ 
ceived  (including  a  color 
spread  in  Life  magazine  in 
1953  which  called  him  the 
“kingof coins,”  thus  the  book 
title),  and  more. 

Special  sections  of  the 
book  are  devoted  to  show¬ 
casing  highlights  from  the 
Eliasberg  Collection,  includ¬ 
ing  colonial  coins,  federal  is¬ 
sues  of  all  denominations,  pat¬ 
terns,  and  territorials.  Land¬ 
mark  rarities  such  as  the  gem 
1796  No  Pole  half  cent,  the 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  (a 
gem  Proof,  the  finest  of  five 
known  of  America’s  most  fa¬ 
mous  rarity),  1873-CC  With¬ 
out  Arrows  and  1894-S  dimes,  1876-CC  20 y 
piece,  1827  original  quarter,  1838-0  and  1853-0 
Without  Arrows  half  dollars,  1804  silver  dollar 
(the  famous  Stickney  specimen),  1884  and  1885 
trade  dollars,  and  other  gems. 

Still  another  chapter  discusses  coin  dealing 
and  collecting  during  the  time  that  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  was  active,  and  gives  many  inter¬ 
esting  insights  into  this  romantic  era  of  our  hobby. 

All  in  all,  this  volume  adds  up  to  several 
— |  evenings  of  delightful  reading. 


would  like  to  reserve  a  copy  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.- 
King  of  Coins  for  $50  plus  $5  postage  and  handling. 

NAMK 

ADDRESS 


Cl  I'Y 


STATE 


/.II’ 


DAYTIME  RHONE 


I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

□  check  □  VISA  □  MasterCard  □AmEx 


A<  :c:ount  - 


EXP.  DATE 


L 


SIC, N  YU  ICE 


J 


When  finished,  you  will  have  a  “I 
was  there  when  it  happened”  feel¬ 
ing.  In  fact,  if  you  don’t  agree,  you 
can  take  advantage  of  our  30-day 
money-back  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 
tion. 

The  first  print  run  of  the  book 
will  be  800  copies.  To  reserve  a 
copy  in  your  name,  for  shipment 
upon  publication  in  April,  return 
the  coupon  or  call  toll-free  forcredit 
card  orders  to:  1-800-222-5993  and 
ask  for  Mary  or  I  )onna. 


Dave’s  Desk 


Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  #110.  This  issue  is  filled 
with  many  interesting  coins,  tokens,  and  other  items,  includ¬ 
ing  many  new  purchases  and  additions  to  our  stock.  We  begin 
with  gold  coins,  then  offer  commemoratives,  then  go  to  other 
American  series  from  colonials  through  half  cents,  large  cents, 
and  other  issues.  There  are  coins  in  all  grade  and  price  levels — many  of  which  will 
look  just  great  in  your  collection.  Ordering  is  easy  and  a  pleasure:  Just  call  toll-free 
1-800-222-5993  and  Gail  Watson  or  another  staffer  in  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment  will  take  care  of  your  request  right  away. 

The  coin  market  is  very  strong,  and  our  recent  auctions  have  drawn  a  great 
response.  In  our  Pryor  and  Shahbabian  Collections  auctions  last  month  many 
record  prices  were  set.  The  way  I  see  it  is  that  the  1996  market  has  a  very  firm 
foundation  for  its  strength,  for  it  includes  few  amateur  investors,  but  is  composed 
primarily  of  knowledgeable  collectors. 

The  other  day  I  was  on  the  telephone  with  my  fine  friend,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  who 
years  ago  was  a  principal  in  the  well-known  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company.  John 
said  in  passing,  “Dave,  you  enjoy c oins  more  than  anyone  I  know.’’  I  paused  to  reflect 
upon  John’s  comment,  and  realized  once  again  what  a  pleasure  it  is  to  work  with  rare 
coins  each  day  and  with  those  who  are  building  collections  or  selling  them.  While 
the  financial  rewards  for  over  40  years  as  a  professional  numismatist  have  been 
worthwhile,  this  is  only  a  tiny  part  of  why  I  like  what  I  do.  More  important  are  the 
coins  themselves — each  coin  a  messenger  from  the  past.  Apropos  of  this,  I  came 
recently  across  two  quotaations  that  really  strike  home.  These  are  from  Dr.  Philip 
L.  Mossman’s  book,  Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confederation  (American 
Numismatic  Society,  1993). 

The  first:  “Numismatics  enjoys  worldwide  popularity  because  its  technical  phase 
is  a  science  and  its  aesthetic  phase  an  art.  It  is  closely  related  to  history,  geography,  and 
economics  (all  of  these  being  major  influences  on  it),  as  well  as  such  specialized  areas 
as  sculpture,  metallurgy,  chemical  analysis,  and  photography.  Both  the  imaginative 
mind  of  the  artist  and  the  analytical  mind  of  the  scholar  may  find  relaxation  and 
pleasure  in  studying  the  marvelous  elements  that  make  up  modern  numismatics. 
(Dr.  Mossman  quoting  Gabriel  Calbeto  de  Grau) 

The  second  is  a  direct  quote  from  Dr.  Mossman:  “The  pervasive  theme  of  this 
study  is  that  money,  in  whatever  form — be  it  commodities,  wampum,  coin,  or 
paper — must  be  understood  in  the  context  of  a  circulating  medium  of  exchange. 
This  holistic  approach  to  numismatics  required  an  appreciation  of  the  prevailing 
economic,  political,  and  historical  factors  which  shaped  the  environment  in  which 
money  was  current.  Without  such  an  awareness,  the  coinages  of  this  fascinating  era 
are  reduced  to  interesting  specimens  in  collectors’  cabinets  rather  than  active  players 
in  the  living  history  of  our  national  tradition.” 

We  added  the  italics  to  living  history.  Coins  are  living  history,  a  museum  come 
to  life. 

When  you  buy  coins  for  your  collection,  1  hope  you  experience  more  than  just 
the  satisfaction  of  acquiring  and  owning  a  particular  $20  gold  coin  in  MS-63  grade, 
or  a  large  cent  in  VF-20  preservation,  or  a  lustrous  Buffalo  nickel.  Beyond  each  coin 
is  its  quintessential  romance:  when  it  was  made  and  where,  under  what  circum¬ 
stances,  and  why,  all  combined  with  other  aspects  of  art,  history,  and  numismatics. 

Gail  Watson  and  our  staff  are  waiting  at  1-800-222-5993  for  your  call,  or  send 
us  your  order  by  mail.  Either  way,  we  all  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon. 

Happy  collecting! 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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UNITED  STATES  GOLD 


Coins  for  Safe 


i  s  gold  mm 

Basic  information:  American  gold  coins  were 
minted  for  general  circulation  in  the  denominations 
S 1 ,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $  1 0  and  $20.  The  larger  denomi¬ 
nations,  $5,  $10,  and  $20,  were  primarily  intended 
as  bullion  coins  for  use  in  bank-to-bank  settlements, 
international  transactions,  and  other  financing.  As 
many  of  these  were  shipped  overseas  during  the  1 9th 
and  early  20th  centuries,  fairly  substantial  quantities 
exist  today,  making  them  highly  collectible.  This  is 
particularly  true  for  many  issues  from  about  the 
1 880s  to  the  1 920s.  Most  earlier  issues,  even  of  high 
mintages,  are  quite  rare  if  in  Mint  State.  $1  and  $3 
are  rare  in  all  grades,  were  discontinued  in  1 889,  and 
have  been  fairly  elusive  ever  since.  $2.50  pieces, 
known  as  quarter  eagles,  are  also  scarce  in  compari¬ 
son  to  the  higher  denominations. 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  variet¬ 
ies  is  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $  1 00;  available  from 
us  for  $80  net  plus  $6.50  shipping  and  handling). 

While  it  is  interesting  to  collect  gold  coins  by  date, 
sequence,  and  mintmark  variety,  a  very  satisfying 
exhibit  can  be  made  by  collecting  one  each  of  the 
major  design  types,  either  starting  with  the  reduced- 
weight  gold  coins  (first  minted  on  August  1 ,  1 834), 
and  continuing  in  certain  denominations  through 
1 933,  or  incorporating  the  early  series  1795-1 834  as 
well.  The  larger  denominations  such  as  $20  are  very 
affordable  and  in  some  instances  sell  for  relatively 
little  over  bullion  or  melt-down  value,  despite  their 
being  75  to  1 00  or  more  years  old. 

$1  Gold  Pieces 

1 85 1  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 1 89 

Choice  1852-0  Gold  $1 


at  all  levels.  Their  survival  was  only  a  matter  of  chance. 


1853  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 675 

1861  AU-50 . 195 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62 . 595 

1 874  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  the  date  and  design . 950 

1874  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 385 


Quarter  Eagles 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,950 


Superb  1846-D  Rarity 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 


very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when 
found  at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  VF  or  EF  grade.  2,750 

1852-0  F-12 . 145 

1853  AU-55 . 250 

1856-S  AU-55.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Quite  elusive 
at  this  grade  level.  Another  new  purchase.  1 ,895 

1857  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1857  MS-61  (NGC) . 485 

1860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle  at 
this  grade  level.  A  prize  for  the  specialist.  ...  1,850 


1862/1  Overdate  Rarity 


1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  brilliant  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  this  early  New  Orleans 
issue.  Much  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  counterpart . 4,650 

At  the  time  the  1 852-0  gold  dollar  was  struck,  there  was 
nor  a  single  numismatist  in  America  desiring  to  collect  gold 
coins  by  mintmark  varieties.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  set 
aside  examples  for  display.  Accordingly,  all  the  pieces  slipped 
unnoticed  into  circulation,  loday.  Mint  State  pieces  are  rare 


1862/1  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache) .  2,450 

The  1862/1  overdate  was  discovered  by  our  friend,  the 
late  Aubrey  Bebee,  well-known  Omaha  coin  dealer.  Although 
additional  specimens  have  come  to  light  since  his  original  find 
in  1962,  it  still  remains  a  first-class  rarity.  Perhaps  a  dozen 
are  known  totally. 


ORDER  IT  TODAY, 

ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW! 

Request  our  overnight  service;  free  on  coin  or¬ 
ders  of  $500  or  more,  just  $10  for  orders  below 
that  amount.  In  that  way  that  Special  Coin  can 
be  in  your  hands  just  hours  from  now! 


Notable  1869-S  $2.50 

1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 
rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

Low-Mintage  1885  $2.50 
1885  AU-50.  Highly  important  issue.  Only  800 
business  strikes  were  made,  one  of  the  low¬ 
est  production  Figures  in  American  numis¬ 
matics . 2,250 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1,450 
1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 


Glittering  Proof  1906  $2.50 


1906  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering 


beauty.  Rare  so  fine . 5,150 

1906  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1910  MS-60.  Brilliant . 260 

1911  AU-58  (PCGS) . 199 


191  I  -D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 
outstanding  specimen  of  the  most  wanted,  rar¬ 


est  variety  of  the  1 908- 1 929  series . 1 0,900 

1927  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 215 

1928  AU-58 . 195 


Splendid  1854  $3 


1854  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue . 6,805 
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UNITED  STATUS  I. Ill, II  COINS 


Gem  Proof  18~6  $3  Classic  Rarity 


1876  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  bril¬ 
liant,  and  o!  gem  quality.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  of  one  ol  the  great  classics  among  United 
States  gold  coins.  Only  45  were  minted — all  in 
Proof  format — with  no  accompanying  business 
strikes.  Today,  the  number  known  is  closer  to  25. 
Certainly  this  cameo  gem  will  be  a  highlight  of 
the  finest  collection . 38,650 


Choice  1803/2  $5 


specimen,  an  excellent  specimen  in  every  re¬ 
gard . 3,750 


Lustrous  1811  Half  Kagle 
1811  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  ...3,750 


Choice  Mint  State  1812  $5 


1812  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  beautiful,  frosty  speci¬ 
men  of  the  final  year  of  the  Capped  Draped 

Bust  to  Left  type .  12,500 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Ideal 
for  a  type  set . 675 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1838  $5 


protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1 ,550 

1882  AU-50 . 175 

1885  MS-62.  Brilliant . 415 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  prize  item  in 
this  gem  preservation! . 2,850 

1 890  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous.  Possibly  cleaned  long 
ago.  Satisfaction  guaranteed . 650 

1891- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen.  One  of  many  coins  just  added  to  our 
inventory.  . 1 ,850 

1 892- CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  One  of  many  beautiful 

gold  coins  recently  added  to  our  stock . 875 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 1 ,095 

1893- CC  MS-60  (PCGS) . 1,595 

1893-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  and 

somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,495 

1900-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1803/2  MS-63  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
early  overdate.  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces.  Overdate  feature  is  extremely 
bold.  An  outstanding  early  half  eagle,  listed  here 
for  the  first  time . 14,500 


Mint  State  1805  $5 


1805  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  From  a  late  state  of  the  dies.  A  very 
attractive  example  of  this  early  date.  Listed  here 
for  the  first  time . 13,950 

Lustrous  1811  $5 


1811  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful,  lustrous 


A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 


1838  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lus¬ 
tre . 3,450 


Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  2,950 
1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade.  1 ,450 

Rare  1849-D  Half  Eagle 
1849-D  EF-45.  Attractive  deep  yellow-gold.  Cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  in  this  grade . 2,195 

Important  1860-D  $5  Gold 
1 860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage. 
Rare  and  desirable . 2,350 


Rare  Mint  State  1861  $5 


1 861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Very  elu¬ 


sive  at  this  high  level . 6,950 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 


1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  .2,850 


1904  MS-62.  Brilliant . 425 

1904  AU-55 . 185 

1905  AU-50 . 195 


Auction  Service 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

“I  wanted  to  drop  you  a  line  and  express 
my  appreciation  to  Gail  Watson,  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara,  and  Andrew  Pollock  of  your 
staff. 

“Ms.  Watson  was  kind  enough  to  send 
me  some  historical  background  informa¬ 
tion  pertaining  to  a  lot  I  was  interested  in 
as  part  of  your  September  sale.  Ms. 
LaCarbonara  was  helpful  in  explaining 
some  points  regarding  the  Terms  of  Sale  in 
your  upcoming  auction.  Mr.  Pollock  was 
nice  enough  to  give  me  a  detailed  descrip¬ 
tion  of  a  particular  lot  which  enabled  me  to 
make  an  informed  bidding  decision. 

“I  do  hope  you  will  convey  my  thanks  to 
the  members  of  your  staff. 

“Sincerely, 

— S.Y. 


.me 
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1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 


grade . 1 ,295 

1908-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 


Mint  State  191 1  - D  $5  Rarity 


191 1  -D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest  half 
eagles  at  this  grade  level,  an  issue  which  is  typi¬ 


cally  seen  in  the  VF  and  EF  range . 6,495 

191 1-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 


Choice  1912-S  $5 


1912-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
choice  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  very  elu¬ 
sive  in  higher  grades.  A  find  for  the  $5  gold 

specialist . 9,850 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 
fine .  2,195 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  expe¬ 
rience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  available 
in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by  the 
1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,195 

Maples 


Rare  1838  Eagle 


1838  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  yellow-gold. 
Rare  in  all  grades . 2,895 

First  year  of  Christian  Gobrecht’s  new  Coronet  design. 

1842-0  EF-45 . 995 


GOLD  COINS 

From  Bowers  and  Merena 

If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place.  We  would  he  delighted 
to  help  you  with  your  type  set  or  specialized  col¬ 
lection.  Check  this  listing  which  includes  our 
latest  acquisitions. 


1844  VF-30  (PCGS) . 1,695 

1850  Small  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Scarce  variety. 

Ideal  lor  the  specialist . 1,795 

1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  all  original  lustre  still 

remains . 1 ,495 

1868  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rare  issue . 1,050 

1874-CC  VF-30.  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades. 
One  of  the  many  new  items  listed  in  this  issue 

of  the  Rare  Coin  Rev . 1 ,350 

1879/8  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  seen  at 

this  grade  level . 2,450 

1881  MS-60.  Brilliant . 315 

1 88 1- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 725 

1882- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1882-S  AU-50 . 310 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this 

level .  1 ,495 


1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 
1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 


Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! . 2,395 

1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  popular  Carson  City  issue . 1,895 

1893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 895 

1897-S  AU-58 . 595 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 


men . 3,895 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,295 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 625 


The  1908-D  No  Motto  $10  is  curious  inasmuch  as  the 
D  mintmark  on  this  issue  alone  is  far  to  the  left  of  and  above 
the  leftmost  leaves  in  the  branch.  The  1908-D  With  Motto 
and  all  other  mintmarked  Indian  $10  varieties  have  the 
mintmark  much  lower  and  below  the  end  of  the  branch. 


1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in  the 
early  (1907-1916)  Indian  series,  after  which 

there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920 . 1,650 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 


Double  Eagles 

1873-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Closed  3  (as  are  all). 
Lustre  evident  in  protected  areas.  Scarce.  1 ,890 


1876-CC  EF-40 . 650 

1884-CC  AU-50.  Lustrous,  brilliant . 1,395 


Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  metal.  Although  this  vast 
deposit  of  ore,  discovered  in  the  1850s,  was  best-known  for 
its  silver,  about  an  equal  amount  (value-wise)  ot  gold  was  ex¬ 


tracted. 

1884-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1890-CC  VF-30 . 625 


1893-S  AU-55 . 595 

1903-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 2,350 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 705 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well-struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
portant  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade  of 
the  Liberty  Head  design.  Low  mintage  of  just 


59,011  pieces . 5,495 

1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 


Satiny  Gem  1907-D  $20 


1907-D  Liberty  Head.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous, 

satiny  gem!  Superb! . 4,295 

1907-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beauty  that 
mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS-65.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 1,350 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..675 

1909-S  MS-63 . 725 

1911  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,095 

191 1-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1915-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1923- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1924- D  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  very  close  to 
full  Mint  State.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels. ...  1,650 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 675 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  have  just  purchased  a 

small  group  of  frosty,  brilliant  specimens  from 
an  old-time  group.  Buy  one  for  only . 675 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,250 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  few  companies  can 
match  Bowers  and  Merena.  We  have  estab¬ 
lished  our  reputation  through  honesty, 
courtesy,  selection,  award-winning  publi¬ 
cations,  and  service  to  the  hobby.  Bowers 
and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to 
deal  with. 
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John  Work  Garrett, 
Evergreen  House, 

and  Me 


by  Dr  Joel J.  Orosz,  NLG 

Houses,  particularly,  great  houses,  are  shaped  by  their  own¬ 
ers — but  outlive  them.  In  the  case  of  John  Work  Garrett,  scion 
of  a  wealthy  family,  diplomat  extraordinaire,  and  numismatist 
par  excellence,  the  edifice  that  survived  him  is  a  veritable  numis¬ 
matic  shrine.  Evergreen  served  as  home,  reference  library,  and 
coin  vault  for  three  men  surnamed  Garrett — father 
T.  Harrison  and  his  sons  Robert  and  John  Work — 
who  assembled  a  legendary  collection  of  American 
and  world  coins  dispersed  by  a  series  of  auctions  in 
the«late  1 970s  and  early  1 980s.  Much  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  portion  crossed  the  block  between  1979  and 
1981  by  means  of  lour  auction  sales  conducted  by 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  on  behalf  of  The 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  the  entity  to  which  the 
Garretts  had  bequeathed  their  splendid  numismatic 
holdings.  How  the  author  made  his  way  to  Ever¬ 
green  House  and  what  he  found  when  he  got  there, 
make  for  a  fascinating  voyage  through  a  legendary 
age  in  American  numismatics. 

It  is  the  author’s  privilege  to  work  as  a  program 
officer  for  the  W.K.  Kellogg  Foundation,  a  pri¬ 
vate  foundation  making  grants  for  charitable  pur¬ 
poses.  With  assets  of  over  $6  billion,  and  annual 
giving  in  excess  of  $260  million  dollars,  the  Foun¬ 
dation  makes  grants  to  support  innovative  solutions  to  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  basic  areas  ol  human  endeavor:  agriculture,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  health.  One  of  the  W.K.  Kellogg  Foundation’s  ma¬ 
jor  programming  interests  lies  in  the  improvement  of  educa¬ 
tion,  especially  higher  education.  When  a  project  is  under  con¬ 
sideration  at  a  college  or  a  university,  it  is  necessary  lor  a  pro¬ 
gram  officer  to  conduct  a  site  visit  to 
investigate  its  potential  effec¬ 
tiveness.  In  the  early 
months  of  1995,  such  a 
travel  responsibility  came 
your  author’s  way  at  The 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Since  program  officers  rec¬ 
ommend  approval — or  decli¬ 
nation — of  grant  requests  to  the 
Foundation’s  Board  ol  Trustees, 
potential  recipients  are  always  ea¬ 
ger  to  “show  off  their  programs.  1  ours  of  the  campus  are  a 
common  feature  of  site  visits  to  universities,  and  at  Hopkins, 


the  author  was  happy  to  request  that  a  particu¬ 
lar  stop  on  the  tour  be  Evergreen  House.  Dr. 
William  Richardson,  then  president  of  the 
University,  was  gracious  in  honoring  the 
author’s  request  to  make  the  stop  at  Evergreen 
be  the  final  item  on  the  itinerary,  after  our 
business  for  the  day  had  been  concluded. 

Anyone  who  has  seen  the  covers  of  the  four 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  catalogues  of  the  Ciarrett 
Collection  Sales  knows  that  Evergreen  House 
is  a  handsome  sight.  A  dignified  Classic  Revival 
structure  sited  on  the  crest  of  a  small  hill,  its 
tan  brick  is  set  off  by  green  shutters.  The  pleas¬ 
ingly-proportioned,  columned  porch  catches 
one’s  eye  as  one  follows  a  winding  drive  up  to 
the  house.  The  front  door  is  situated  on  the 
porch,  but  is  not  used  on  a  day-to-day  basis; 
instead,  entry  is  gained  through  a  side  door  at  the  carriageway  to 
the  left. 

Here,  I  was  met  by  Jane  Katz,  the  curator  of  Evergreen  House, 
and  my  guide  for  what  would  prove  to  be  all  all-too-short  visit. 
Ms.  Katz,  a  lively  and  committed  caretaker  of  Evergreen,  and 

knowledgeable  historian  of  its  inhab¬ 
itants,  prove  to  be  a  font  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  home.  Evergreen  was 
built  on  Charles  Street  in  1850s  as  a 
sort  of  country  estate  (it  then  was  well 
outside  of  the  Baltimore  city  limits). 
Interestingly,  it  was  constructed  as 
the  ante-bellum  equivalent  of  a 
“spec”  house  by  the  Broadbent  fam¬ 
ily,  and  it  changed  hands  several 
times  before  it  was  purchased,  around 
1878,  by  John  Work  Garrett. 

An  immediate  clarification  is  in 
order  here,  for  the  purchaser  of  Ever¬ 
green  was  not  the  numismatist  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  but  rather,  his 
grandfather.  The  first  John  Work 
Garrett  was  one  of  a  long  line  of  suc¬ 
cessful  Baltimore  capitalists.  The  pa¬ 
triarch  of  the  clan  was  his  father,  Robert  Garrett  (1783-1857), 
who  founded  Robert  Garrett  &  Company  in  1819,  and  quickly 
became  successful  in  the  merchandising  business.  Robert's  busi¬ 
ness  involved  shipping  goods  back  and  forth  between  the  West 
(then  defined  as  the  western  portion  of  the  states  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia,  plus  the  states  of  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Fennessee) 
by  Conestoga  wagons.  Since  the  business  of  the  firm  depended 
upon  the  efficient  movement  of  goods,  Robert  Garrett  &  Com¬ 
pany  was  always  looking  to  financially  support  improved  modes 
of  transportation.  During  the  1820s  and  1830s  the  firm  invested 
judiciously  in  turnpike  companies  and  canals,  and  success  in  these 
endeavors  brought  it  the  capital  to  diversify  into  the  hotel  busi¬ 
ness  and  financial  markets. 

Robert  had  two  sons,  Henry  and  John  Work.  Henrv  became 
the  principal  of  the  renamed  Robert  Garrett  &  Sons  firm.  John 
Work  became  the  president  of  the  latest  Garrett  business  inter¬ 
est,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  During  the  Civil  War,  he 
became  a  critical  contributor  to  the  Northern  cause  when  he  kept 
the  B&O  operating  as  the  lifeline  between  Washington,  D.C  .,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Union.  Abraham  Lincoln  himself  referred  to  John 
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W  ork  (.  iarrett  as  “the  right  arm  of  the  federal  government.”  After  the  war, 
Garrett  was  instrumental  in  persuading  Johns  Hopkins  to  establish  the 
university  that  now  owns  Evergreen  House. 

John  Work  Garrett,  like  his  father,  had  two  sons.  Robert,  named  for 
his  grandfather,  succeeded  his  father  as  president  of  the  B&O.  John  Work’s 
second  son,  1  homas  Harrison  (or  I  .  Harrison  as  he  preferred  to  be  called), 
followed  his  uncle  Henry  as  CEO  of  Robert  Garrett  &  Sons.  He  ended 
the  firm’s  involvement  in  the  hotel  business  and  expanded  its  dealings  in 
the  financial  markets.  Under  his  direction,  Robert  Garrett  &  Sons  became 
significant  players  in  real  estate  and  pioneered  the  export  of  crude  oil  from 
American  shores. 

T.  Harrison  escaped  the  pressures  of  business  by  collecting  in  mul¬ 
tiple  areas,  including  manuscripts,  autographs,  prints,  and  books.  About 
1 865,  while  still  a  student  at  Princeton  University,  he  encountered  a  New 
Jersey  copper  cent  made  in  the  1780s  and  was  smitten  by  numismatics. 
Garrett  carried  this  interest  into  his  life  as  a  businessman,  husband  and 
father,  and  Evergreen  House  became  the  headquarters  for  his  nearly 
quarter-century  love  affair  with  coins. 

Given  the  fact  that  Evergreen  was  the  seat  of  captains  of  industry,  it 
came  as  something  of  a  surprise  to  note  that,  while  elegant,  it  is  not  enor¬ 
mous.  In  fact,  it  was  even  smaller  when  purchased  by  the  first  John  Work 
Garrett,  and  was  enlarged  by  several  subsequent  judicious  additions.  The 
most  notable  of  these  “home  improvements,”  undertaken  by  T.  Harrison, 
transformed  the  adjoining  carriage  house  into  a  playroom  for  his  sons, 
Robert  (namesake  of  both  his  uncle  and  his  great-grandfather)  and  John 
Work  (named  for  his  grandfather).  The  new  playroom  boasted  a  theatre 
and  was  connected  to  Evergreen  proper  by  a  “bridge”  extending  from 
the  second  floor  of  the  house  over  the  side  entrance.  The  overall  effect  is 
a  commodious  and  tastefully  decorated  home,  but  one  built  on  a  scale 
far  less  grand  than  the  opulent  Newport  “cottages”  of  T.  Harrison 
Garrett’s  fellow  “captains  of  industry.”  True,  one  can  hardly  heave  an 
egg  at  Evergreen  without  splattering  a  Tiffany  lamp  or  window,  but  a 

Newport  contemporary 
like  Belmont,  Aldrich,  or 
Vanderbilt  would  have 
considered  Evergreen 
downright  modest. 

Evergreen  was  home  to 
a  family  of  great  achievers. 
We  have  already  noted  T. 
Harrison’s  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  the  world  of 
business.  His  sons,  Robert 
and  John  Work,  both 
creditably  represented 
their  nation,  albeit  in  very 
different  ways.  Robert,  the 
younger,  was  a  superb  ath¬ 
lete  who  wore  the  red, 
white,  and  blue  at  the  in¬ 
augural  modern  Olympic 
games  in  Athens  in  1 896. 
He  owns  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  American 
to  win  an  Olympic  gold  medal,  in  the  discus,  and  also  earned  a  gold  for 
the  shot-put.  He  capped  his  remarkable  performance  by  taking  a  silver 
medal  for  the  long  jump  and  tying  for  the  silver  in  the  high  jump. 

John  Work’s  life  took  another  path.  When  only  quite  young,  he  took  a 


spill  from  the  pony  cart,  and  initially  seemed  to  have  suffered  no  lasting 
damage,  but  over  the  following  months,  it  became  apparent  that  one  of  Johns’ 
legs  was  not  growing  as  quickly  as  the 
other.  This  became  a  lifelong  con¬ 
dition,  and  the  Garrett  family 
adapted  to  it.  Special  shoes 
were  crafted  to  correct  the 
height  deficiency,  and 
John  turned  his  interests 
to  less  physically  chal¬ 
lenging  pursuits.  The 
converted  carriage  house 
often  witnessed  his  thes- 
pian  talents,  and  his  ca¬ 
reer  came  in  the  foreign 
service,  where  he  repre¬ 
sented  America  as  ambassa¬ 
dor  to,  among  other  nations, 

Venezuela,  Argentina,  The 
Netherlands  and  Italy.  Alto¬ 
gether,  he  served  every  admin¬ 
istration  from  that  of  Theodore  T.  Harrison  Garrett 

Roosevelt  to  Herbert  Hoover. 

Sadly,  T.  Harrison  Garrett  was  not  destined  to  witness  his  sons’ 
achievements.  On  Thursday,  June  7,  1888,  T.  Harrison’s  yacht 
Gleam  collided  with  the  Maryland  Steamboat  Company’s  vessel,  Joppa. 
The  steamer  was  undamaged,  but  the  Gleam  was  sunk.  Garrett’s  ship¬ 
board  guests  (CEOs  and  power  brokers  all),  survived,  but  T.  Harrison 
himself  drowned.  His  widow  consoled  the  family  by  taking  her  sons  on 
a  grand  tour  of  Europe,  and  then  moved  with  them  to  Princeton  to  sup¬ 
port  their  undergraduate  work.  During  these  six  years,  Evergreen  was 
shuttered  and  T.  Harrison’s  magnificent  numismatic  collection  remained 
undisturbed. 

Robert  Garrett,  who  had  inherited  the  collection,  eventually  con¬ 
cluded  that  it  would  be  safer  in  the  vaults  of  Robert  Garrett  &  Sons.  In 
1 902,  the  firm  moved  from  its  South  Street  location  to  Baltimore’s  tall¬ 
est  skyscraper,  the  16-story  Continental  Building.  Early  in  1904,  Rob¬ 
ert  transferred  nearly  all  of  the  collection  once  again,  this  time  to 
Princeton  University  for  a  loan  exhibition.  Then,  on  February  7,  1904, 
much  of  the  business  section  of  downtown  Baltimore,  including  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Building,  was  utterly  destroyed  by  a  huge  conflagration.  Many 
family  records,  including  much  of  T.  Harrison’s  later  correspondence, 
were  charred  beyond  recognition.  The  medals  and  tokens  were  total 
losses.  Thanks  to  Robert’s  decision,  however,  the  great  bulk  of  the  coin 
collection  remained  unharmed  at  Princeton. 

Although  Robert  had  serendipitously  saved  the  collection,  he  had 
frankly  done  little  to  add  to  it  since  inheriting  16  years  previously.  The 
fire  seems  to  have  awakened  some  interest,  and  he  commission  ed 
America’s  leading  coin  dealers,  Henry  and  Samuel  Eludson  Chapman 
of  Philadelphia,  to  catalogue  the  collection  and  try  to  fill  its  gaps.  None¬ 
theless,  relatively  little  was  accomplished  for  the  next  15  years,  until 
Robert  swapped  his  coin  collection  to  his  brother,  John  Work,  in  1919, 
in  exchange  for  a  certain  of  John  Work’s  book  collections. 

It  is  hard  to  judge  who  got  the  better  of  this  deal,  for  the  Garrett  Li¬ 
brary  is,  as  the  numismatic  cabinet  was,  truly  superb.  Among  its  35,000 
volumes  are  a  magnificent  ornithological  literature  collection  with  a  full 
set  of  elephant  folio  Birds  of  America,  by  John  James  Audubon,  as  its 
centerpiece.  The  first  four  folios  of  Shakespeare  also  graced  the  shelves. 
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Evergreen,  in  fact,  is  to  a  large  extent  a  library-cum-house.  As  one  en¬ 
ters  the  edifice  from  the  porch,  the  entire  right  side  of  the  house — two 
rooms — are  entirely  devoted  to  floor-to-ceiling  bookshelves.  Needless  to 
say,  this  was  not  the  original  floor  plan;  the  library  space  was  consider¬ 
ably  enlarged  in  the  course  of  the  numerous  Garrett  additions.  The  book¬ 
cases  lining  these  two  rooms  tower  above  the  observer  and  the  upper¬ 
most  tiers  are  accessible  only  by  a  gallery  ladder  that  hooks  onto  the 
woodwork  above. 

At  this  point  during  the  tour,  the  author  spied  a  large  mass  of  numis¬ 
matic  literature,  most  of  the  titles  perched  upon  the  upper  tiers  of  shelv¬ 
ing.  My  general  practice  is  to  get  no  higher  off  the  ground  than  the  soles 
of  my  shoes  take  me,  but  here  was  real  incentive  for  derring-do.  Having 
received  permission  from  Ms.  Katz,  I  seized  the  gallery  ladder  and  clam¬ 
bered  precariously  to  the  top.  For  the  next  20  minutes,  delightful  dis¬ 
coveries  alternated  with  attacks  of  vertigo,  as  I  examined  the  riches  of  the 
Evergreen  Numismatic  Library. 

The  session  began  with  a  surprise.  Long  runs  of  auction  sales  stretched 
out  enticingly.  The  “Father  of  the  American  Coin  Trade,”  Ed  Cogan; 
Lyman  Low;  W.  Elliott  Woodward;  and  others  were  represented  in  pro¬ 
fusion,  but  nary  a  large  paper  edition 
or  a  special  binding  was  in  evidence. 

No  matter;  surely  these  were  the  work¬ 
ing  copies,  crammed  to  gunwales  with 
T.  Harrison’s  annotations.  Eagerly,  I 
pulled  a  couple  of  Woodwards  off  the 
shelves  and  leafed  through  them,  hop¬ 
ing  to  encounter  a  gold  mine  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  knowledge.  Sadly  for  me, 
these  copies,  and  others  I  selected, 
were  pristine.  If  T.  Harrison  had 
scribbled  in  catalogues,  it  was  not  in 
these.  Perhaps  John  Work  had  anno¬ 
tated  the  Chapman  and  Mehl  cata¬ 
logues  from  which  he  had  made  pur¬ 
chases,  but  lack  of  time  prevented  me 
from  investigating. 

This  mild  disappointment  was 
quickly  forgotten,  however,  when  I 
turned  from  the  auction  catalogues  to 
the  numismatic  books.  The  coin  book 
library  was  eclectic:  U.S.  and  foreign, 
ancient  and  modern,  conventional  and  curious.  1  he  collection  was  par¬ 
ticularly  strong  in  early  American  coin  literature.  One  of  the  pioneering 
books  published  in  America  on  a  numismatic  theme,  Joseph  B.  Felt  s  An 
Historical  Account  of  the  Massachusetts  Currency,  appearing  in  Boston  in 
1 839,  graced  the  shelves.  T.  Harrison  was  clearly  a  buyer  of  the  early 
reference  works,  for  here  was  John  Hickcox’s  An  Historical  Account  of 
American  Coinage  (1858),  and  Montroville  Wilson  Dickeson  s  The 
American  Numismatical Manual ( 1 839).  The  obscure  early  titles  did  not 
escape  the  connoisseur’s  eye,  for  Adolphus  M.  Hart’s  History  of  the  Is¬ 
sues  of Paper  Money  in  the  A  merican  Colonies  A  nterior  to  the  Revolution 
published  in  St.  Louis  in  1851,  was  represented,  although  not  the  rare 
variant  with  a  fold-out  lithographic  plate. 

Nor  were  the  later  classics  slighted.  Dr.  Edward  Maris  on  1  794  cents, 
Ed.  Frossard  on  cents  of  1 793,  and  Sylvester  Sage  C  .rosby  s  classic,  The 
Early  Coins  of  America,  all  were  in  residence  on  the  shelves.  I  he  Garretts 
had  a  penchant  for  sturdy,  serviceable  bindings,  which  meant  that  few 
gorgeous  leather-bound  volumes  greeted  my  eyes,  but  on  the  other  hand, 


this  also  meant  that  they  usually  left  the  books  in  their  original  cloth 
bindings,  which  have  a  charm  and  integrity  of  their  own. 

Only  one  thing  could  have  pulled  me  away  from  the  library,  and  that 
was  Ms.  Katz’s  casual  inquiry  as  to  whether  I  would  like  to  see  the  coin 
vault.  Would  a  devout  Muslim  care  to  see  Mecca?  In  this  case,  the  pil¬ 
grimage  led  to  the  main  library  of  Evergreen  House  (yes,  the  two  rooms 
that  held  the  numismatic  literature  collection  were  only  the  auxiliary 
libraries).  The  central  library  is  a  vast  room  added  to  the  back  of  the  struc¬ 
ture  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  housing  the  Garrett’s  superb  book  col¬ 
lection  above-ground,  and  their  comprehensive  numismatic  collection 
below  ground  level. 

Gaining  entry  into  the  vault,  appropriately,  proved  no  easy  task. 
Furniture  must  be  disarranged,  a  large  rug  pulled  aside,  the  proper  key 
found.  The  vault  is  entered  by  means  of  a  trap  door  set  flush  into  the 
hardwood  floor  in  one  corner  of  the  library.  Once  it  was  unlocked,  Ms. 
Katz  and  her  assistant  combined  forces  to  lift  the  heavy  door.  A  narrow- 
cast  iron  stairway  beckoned,  submerging  into  the  gloom  below.  Ms. 
Katz’s  assistant  disappeared  into  the  depths  and  snapped  on  the  electric 
lights.  Feeling  a  bit  like  Howard  Carter  in  the  Valley  of  the  Kings,  I  fol¬ 


lowed  her  into  the  Garrett’s  coin  “sepulchre.” 

After  descending  a  dozen  or  so  steps,  I  found  myself  in  a  two-room  vault. 
The  larger  room  into  which  I  had  just  entered  was  about  10  feet  square, 
with  the  middle  occupied  by  the  stairway  and,  alongside  it,  a  dumbwaiter. 
Ms.  Katz,  perched  above  me  in  the  library,  explained  that  the  dumbwaiter 
made  it  easy  to  move  trays  of  coins  in  and  out  of  the  vaults  without  the 
necessity  of  making  round  trips  on  the  narrow  stairs.  Given  John  Work’s 
legs  of  uneven  length,  this  was  a  sensible  mechanical  aide.  Ms.  Katz  had 
also  been  told  by  an  elderly  former  member  of  John  Work’s  staff  that  he 
often  became  so  engrossed  in  research  on  his  collection,  that  he  would  have 
lunch  sent  to  him  on  the  dumbwaiter.  The  smaller  vault  room,  which 
joined  the  larger  at  a  doorway  located  underneath  the  stairs,  had  dimen¬ 
sions  of  perhaps  seven  feet  by  five  feet.  Both  rooms  were  lined  with  mas¬ 
sive  upright  safes  that  had  once  held,  as  the  brother’s  Chapman  would  have 
said,  “numismatic  gems  of  the  first  water. 

For  a  moment,  it  was  possible  to  pretend  that  the  battalions  of  grav  safes 
before  me  held  three  Brasher  doubloons,  an  1804  silver  dollar,  and  the 
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John  workgariiett,  evergreen  hoi  si;,  ami  hi: 


unique  set  of  Nova  Constellatio  patterns  once  in  the  possession  of  Charles 
1  homson,  secretary  to  the  Continental  Congress — but  only  lor  a  moment. 
l'he  hammers  have  htllen  on  the  Garrett  sales  and  the  massive  safe  doors 
are  all  slightly  ajar.  Indeed,  when  one  opens  the  doors  all  the  way,  one  finds 
mostly  bare  shelves  in  the  interiors.  Even  so,  the  coins  had  been  removed 
to  a  downtown  bank  vault  years  before  they  were  auctioned. 

What  does  remain  is  a  selection  of  the  pieces  that  were  charred  by  the 
great  Baltimore  fire  of  1904.  I  briefly  examined  the  remains  of  some  of 
the  English  tokens  that  suffered  this  grievous  fate.  How  much  poorer 
both  U.S.  and  world  numismatics  would  be  had  not  Robert  Garrett 
decided  to  lend  nearly  all  of  his  collection  for  exhibition  at  Princeton! 
On  the  other  hand,  I  felt  a  twinge  of  pity  for  scholars  who  no  longer  could 
make  a  single  stop  to  consult  this  encyclopedic  collection.  Nonetheless, 
a  university  that  could  no  longer  afford  to  display  such  a  collection,  and 
would  experience  financial  difficulty  even  in  storing  it,  had  clearly  made 
the  right  decision  in  selling  it. 

I  was  gently  pulled  from  my  reverie  by  Ms.  Katz's  prompting  that  it 
was  time  to  continue  our  tour.  I  climbed,  thoughtfully,  back  up  the  steps 
and  completed  the  house  tour  pondering  the  things  that  I  had  had  the 
privilege  to  see.  In  my  mind’s  eye,  I  pictured  John  Work  Garrett  care- 
folly  climbing  the  gallery  ladder  to  retrieve  a  numismatic  reference  book, 
and  then  gingerly  descending  into  the  coin  vault,  his  lunch  to  follow  some 


hours  later  via  dumbwaiter.  It  all  seems  somehow  symbolic  of  a  greater 
and  grander  time,  almost,  in  fact,  an  Olympian  time. 

Hephaestus,  the  Greek  god  of  the  forge,  was,  like  John  Work  Garrett, 
lame.  At  his  workshop,  he  created  tools  for  the  immortals.  Garrett,  in 
his  vault,  preserved  the  immortal  products  of  the  coiners’  workshops. 
Both,  in  their  solitary  labors,  created  much  of  value  for  their  fellow  ti¬ 
tans  and  for  those  of  lesser  stature.  To  carry  the  analogy  to  its  conclu¬ 
sion,  Evergreen  makes  a  suitable  Olympus  for  an  Hephaestian  hero.  Here, 
storied  numismatic  deeds  were  done,  and  here,  even  after  the  immortals 
have  departed,  lies  the  evidence  needed  to  confirm  their  greatness  and 
pass  their  lore  anew  to  the  next  generation.  I  feel  fortunate,  indeed,  to 
have  made  a  pilgrimage  to  this  home  of  a  member  of  the  numismatic 
pantheon. 

Acknowledgments:  The  author  would  like  to  thank  Dr.  William 
Richardson,  former  president  of  The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  for  ar¬ 
ranging  my  visit  to  Evergreen  House,  and  Ms.  Jane  Katz,  curator  of 
Evergreen  House,  for  providing  a  scholarly  and  informative  tour.  Use¬ 
ful  information  for  this  article  was  gleaned  from  the  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries’  suite  of  four  auction  catalogues  of  the  Garrett  Collection  Sales 
(1979-1981).  Another  invaluable  reference  was  The  History  of  United 
States  Coinage  as  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection  ( 1 979),  authored  by 
Q.  David  Bowers. 


Asleep  at  the  Switch ? 


This  picture  shows  Jim  Ruddy  (left)  and  Dave  Bowers  (with  eyes  closed,  right)  at  some  long-forgotten  coin  event  in  the  1960s.  Dave 
appears  to  be  holding  a  nickel  in  his  right  hand,  while  Jim  has  a  magnifying  glass  nearby.  What  the  stack  of  papers  relates  to,  your 
editor  doesn’t  remember.  Jim  found  this  among  some  old  papers  the  other  day  and  sent  it  to  us,  labeling  the  left-side  person  “wide 
awake”  and  the  right-side  person  “sleeping.” 
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US.  COMMEMORATIVE 

Coins  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Basic  information:  Commemoratives  are 
among  the  most  fascinating  of  United  States  coins, 
as  there  are  so  many  types  commemorating  so 
many  different  interesting  observances,  occasions, 
and  anniversaries — some  obscure  and  others  of 
national  importance. 

Appreciation  of  the  series  can  be  enhanced  greatly 
by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  series.  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among  the  most 
comprehensive  historical  studies  ever  produced,  and 
includes  much  price  information  as  well.  Excellent 
studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  are 
also  valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like 
our  quality  and  value. 

1893  Isabella  Quarter 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65.  A  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  early  issue . 2,295 

Attractive  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Strong  eye  appeal . 2,295 

Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  Quarter 
1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 

gem.  Beautiful! . 2,295 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64.  A  prize  coin,  lus¬ 
trous  and  beautiful . 1,050 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 595 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Gorgeous 
light  iridescent  toning . 395 

1900  Lafayette  Dollar 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65.  A  splendid  gem. 
Rare  in  this  high  grade . 8,995 

The  1900  l.afayettc  dollar  was  the  first  United  States 
commemorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mint¬ 


age  of  50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December  14, 
1899,  actually  a  year  before  the  1900  "date’  on  the  coin. 
December  14,  1899  was  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Washingtons  death. 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usually 


in  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 8,995 

MS-64  Lafayette  Dollar 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen 
of  this  scarce  (in  higher  grades)  issue.  ...2,995 

Gorgeous  1900  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  a  hint  of  gold  toning . 2,995 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 825 


Gem  Alabama  Half  Dollar 


1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  this  scarce  issue.  A 
highly  important  opportunity  lor  the  specialist 


and  connoisseur . 3,350 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 


1921  Alabama  Plain.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...3,250 
1921  Alabama  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  key  issue,  and  one  of  the 
nicest  strikes  we’ve  seen.  Just  purchased,  and 

offered  here  for  the  first  time . 1 ,095 

1936  Albany.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCI).  Lightly  toned  pale 

rose.  Marked  “PQ”  on  the  holder.  A  very  nice 
specimen . 265 

We  originated  the  term  “PQ”  for  Premium  Quality  a 
few  years  ago,  but  it  was  picked  up  and  became  abused  else¬ 
where  in  the  marketplace,  so  we  have  largely  discontinued 
its  use. 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 
with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 


surfaces . 825 

1937  Antietam.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 665 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 85 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 85 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1  10 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65 . 795 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64 . 185 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 
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1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  Brilliant . 185 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 160 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 
rarity. . 850 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

Very  low  mintage  ol  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  ot  just  2,100 — one  ot  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  ol  the  present  century. 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 
rarity. . 315 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100 

were  distributed,  and  few  are  as  nice  as  this  one 
today.  . 995 

1939-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  issues  in  the  series.  .385 
1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 

rarity. . 995 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 385 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 310 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 159 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65 . 150 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64 . 1 10 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  “1934”.  MS-65. ...  895 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed! . 975 

1935  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1935  Boone.  Ms-64.  Brilliant . 110 

1935  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 190 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190 

1935- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 120 

1936  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  mir¬ 
rorlike  gem.  Very  rare  with  mirrorlike  sur¬ 
faces . 995 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1937  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1937  Boone  MS-63.  Brilliant . 100 


1937-D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice.550 


1937-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1937-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 550 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100  were 

distributed! . 525 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of  only 

2, 1 00  distributed . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Incredibly  low 

distribution  of  only  2, 1 00  coins . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 365 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936  Bridgeport  MS-65.  With  original  box.  .395 
1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so 

fine .  850 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 

1951  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...70 
1951  -S  Carver- Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  attractive  toning . 395 

1951  -S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65 . 85 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...49 


Less  than  Our  Cost! 

SPECIAL  OFFER  WHILE  THEY  LAST: 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant. 
We  like  Carver-Washington  half  dollars,  and 
recently  bought  1,000  of  them — sparkling, 
brilliant,  lustrous,  and  from  an  original  bag!!! 
As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  just  539  pieces,  and 
offer  them  for  LESS  THAN  OUR  COST!  Buy 
one  for  $12.95,  or  buy  1 00  (be  a  hoarder!)  for 
just .  1,195 


1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  175 
1952-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  95 
1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  175 
1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS 


Cache).  Brilliant . 59 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...40 
1953-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65 . 295 


1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  70 
1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS 


Cache).  Brilliant . 70 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  45 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  175 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...42 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...39 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  il) 
1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  45 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  75 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  32 


1936  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 750 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  .... . 295 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...375 
1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 
with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 375 

Only  9,000  were  distributed. 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64 . 229 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 229 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1 892  Columbian.  MS-64  Prooflike.  Pale  gold  with 

traces  of  blue  iridescence . 295 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1892.  Columbian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1892  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS). Light  attractive 

toning . 89 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  gun- 

metal-blue  and  iridescent  toning . 75 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..59 


1893  Columbian.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  45 


1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 
grade . 695 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gem 

specimen . 435 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 575 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 310 


Superb  Grant  With  Star 


1922  Grant.  Witli  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lus 
trous.  In  our  opinion,  this  is  the  rarest  variety 
in  the  series  at  this  grade . 1,095 


Suggestions  to  Us 


A  letter  from  D.S.O.  to  Gail  Watson: 

“Now  that  I  have  been  involved  with  your 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  fora  few  months, 
I  would  like  to  express  my  satisfaction.  Your 
firm  uses  the  most  conservative  grading  1  have 
ever  seen.  You  can  be  proud  to  know  that  you 
provide  more  “bang  for  the  buck”  than  any 
other  coin  dealer  that  I’ve  ever  worked  with. 

“As  we  continue  on  our  journey  to  a  type  set 
of  silver  commemoratives,  1  would  like  to  offer 
the  following  guidelines  to  you: 

“1.  I  do  not  wish  to  receive  Connecticut, 
Washington-Carver,  or  B.T.  Washington 


halves.  I  already  own  nice  examples  of  these, 
and  do  not  wish  to  duplicate. 

“2.  Stick  with  the  MS-63  coins,  but  do  not 
send  any  certified  material.  I’m  filling  a  Dansco 
album,  and  really  don’t  like  breaking  coins  out 
of  slabs — too  much  risk  in  hurting  the  coins. 

“3.  Rather  than  send  scarce  and  rare  coins  at 
the  outset,  send  me  inexpensive  pieces  mixed 
with  occasional  “pricey”  ones.  That  way  I  can 
get  something  new  every  month. 

“To  reiterate,  you’re  really  doing  a  great 
job;  I  look  forward  to  a  long  and  mutually 
enjoyable  relationship.” 
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Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<f 
1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 
pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces.  ...3,095 
In  the  1 920s,  the  1922  Grant  With  Star  half  dollar  was 
the  key  rarity'  in  the  series.  In  fact,  it  still  is ,  especially  in  high 
grades  such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  them  to  promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  because  of 
this  the  publicity  for  the  issue  has  fallen  through  the  cracks. 
Still,  it  has  a  very  interesting  history,  and  the  addition  of  a 
piece  such  as  this  to  a  collection  is  a  very  worthwhile  acqui¬ 


sition. 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 950 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 


Superb  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  brilliant 
surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  key 
“type”  in  the  series . 5,150 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,150 


ries . 5,150 

Rare  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64 . 2,795 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue _ 795 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 


John  Kamin  Writes 

John  V.  Kamin,  consulting  economist, 
recently  wrote  to  say  that  in  his  newsletter, 
The  Forecaster,  over  the  last  several  years 
there  have  “many  recommendations  for  a 
number  ofthescarcer  more  reasonably  priced 
commemoratives,  dozens  of  them...  Rec¬ 
ommendations  have  been  made  on  reason¬ 
ably  priced  coins  among  the  scarcer  com¬ 
memorative  halves,  such  as  the  1 938  Daniel 
Boone  P-D-S  sets,  1 939  Oregon  P-D-S  sets, 
1938  Texas  P-D-S  sets,  1921  Alabama  2X2, 
1921  Missouri,  1921  Missouri  I'kA,  and 
many  others!  With  regard  to  your  com¬ 
ment,  ‘The  best  time  to  buy  is  when  it’s 
quiet,’  in  theearly  1990s,  I  recall  purchasing 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  auctions  such  coins 
as  1 939  Oregon  P-D-S  sets,  plus  others,  for 
our  interested  clients  searching  for  such  sets. 
We  have  not  been  ‘promoting’  commemo¬ 
ratives.  Instead,  we  have  been  heavily  rec¬ 
ommending  (like  crazy!)  the  better  ones  in 
MS-65  condition  or  less,  reasonably  priced, 
for  more  than  five  years. . . ” 


1924  Huguenot.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 195 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 


1925  Lexington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Common  in 
lower  grades,  very  elusive  in  gem  Mint  State.  685 
1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially  the 


reverse . 535 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 1,050 


Carter  Glass,  a  Lynchburg  native  and  quite  alive  U.S. 
senator  is  featured  on  this  popular  issue,  although  he  is  said 
to  have  spoken  out  against  the  appearance  of  living  persons 


on  American  coinage. 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 209 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  635 

1920  Maine.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 319 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 435 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 


1921  Missouri  2^4 

1921  Missouri.  2^4.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  find  at  this  high  gratfe 
level.  One  of  the  prime  rarities  in  the  com¬ 


memorative  series .  7,150 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ..  1,350 

Beautiful  1923-S  Monroe 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,450 


The  1 923-S  Monroe  is  very  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State 
grades  and  also  at  high  AU  levels.  However,  in  MS-65  grade 
it  emerges  as  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of  the  series. 


Outstanding  1923-S  Monroe  50<f 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice. 
Highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  gorgeous  gem!  2,450 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous . 475 

1 923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 42 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 695 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 450 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 240 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Scarce  so  fine . 525 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . ...350 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 260 


1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brill  iant . 1 75 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..475 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 345 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare!  . 730 

1939  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  rarity. . 625 

1939  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Just  2,100  were 

distributed.  Rare! . 560 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 730 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 625 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 560 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 730 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 625 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 560 

MS-65  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  at 
this  grade  level . 2,550 


Gem  1915-S  Panama- Pacific  50<T 


19 


1  5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,550 


Gem  1915-S  Panama- Pacific  50C 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,550 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  1,450 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 

Superb! . 1 ,450 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 495 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 495 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 79 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . ^ 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . ~2 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 299 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 
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1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGQ.  Brilliant.  95 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 95 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 249 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  Brilliant . 225 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63 . 215 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 389 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 650 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  825 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1 935- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  1  5 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1936  Texas  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light 

toning . 245 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 275 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1938  Texas  MS-66. (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 

1938  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1938- D  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64 . 325 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,495 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1946  Booker T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant. 42 

1946-1)  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1946- 1)  B.T.W.  MS-64  Brilliant . 34 

1 946- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1  946- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1 946- S  B  T  W.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant .  24 


A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOUR  REST  INVESTMENT 


1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 15 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65 . 85 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  of  these 
were  never  issued. 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 295 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 575 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1950-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 250 

Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distrib¬ 
uted. 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 250 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

Mintage:  510,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1051  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1951  B.T.W  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1951-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 

1951-S  B.T.W  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63-  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  all 
lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces. 
Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to 
build  your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one 
of  America’s  most  interesting  series.  (For  other  fine 
commemoratives  in  grades  other  than  PCGS  and 
NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  preceding  list¬ 
ing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buyers  have 
done  for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  your  headquarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63  MS-64 

MS-65  1 

1893  Isabella  25<t 

595 

1050 

2295 

1 900  Lafayette  $  1 

2995 

8995 

1921  Alabama  plain 

1095 

3250 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

3350 

1 936  Albany 

395 

1937  Antietam 

665 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

99 

285 

1935-D 

95 

325 

1935-S 

>  325 

1936 

1 10 

130 

425 

1936-D 

89 

110 

350 

1936-S 

89 

110 

350 

1937 

110 

129 

495 

1937-D 

110 

129 

475 

1937-S 

1 10 

595 

1938 

160 

1938-D 

160 

185 

1938-S 

160 

850 

1939 

315 

385 

1939-D 

385 

995 

1939-S 

385 

995 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

159 

310 

Boone  type 

1935 

95 

110 

145 

1935-D 

110 

1935-S 

120 

190 

1935/34 

150 

1935/34-D 

895 

1935/34-S 

975 

1936 

99 

109 

1936-D 

119 

1936-S 

119 

195 

1937 

100 

110 

145 

1937-D 

325 

365 

550 

1937-S 

365 

1938 

525 

1938-D 

525 

1 938-S 

415 

525 

1 936  Bridgeport 

350 

1925-S  California 

295 

850 

Carver- Washington 

1951 

70 

1951-S 

85 

1952 

18 

1952-D 

175 

1953 

40 

175 

1953-D 

295 

1953-S 

70 

1954 

39 

42 

175 

1954-D 

45 

49 

1954-S 

32 

Cincinnati  type 

1 936 

350 

750 

1936-D 

550 
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VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


1936-S 

315 

350 

1936  Cleveland 

219 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

229 

250 

1936-D 

250 

1936-S 

250 

1892  Columbian 

89 

165 

1893  Columbian 

175 

1 935  Connecticut 

275 

695 

1936  Delaware 

265 

435 

1936  Elgin 

215 

250 

1936  Gettysburg 

310 

345 

1922  Grant  plain 

365 

950 

1922  Grant  Star 

3095 

1928  Hawaiian 

2795 

5150 

1935  Hudson 

795 

1924  Huguenot 

175 

625 

1946  Iowa 

99 

1925  Lexington 

115 

685 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

635 

1936  Lynchburg 

295 

1920  Maine 

319 

635 

1934  Maryland 

185 

435 

1921  Missouri 

1350 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

7150 

1 923-S  Monroe 

2450 

1938  New  Rochelle 

395 

1 936  Norfolk 

450 

475 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

235 

1926-S 

240 

1928 

265 

325 

1933-D 

350 

525 

1934-D 

195 

225 

325 

1936 

175 

260 

1936-S 

215 

235 

1937-D 

160 

195 

235 

1938 

265 

275 

315 

1938-D 

275 

345 

1938-S 

265 

275 

325 

1939 

560 

625 

730 

1939-D 

560 

625 

730 

1939-S 

560 

625 

730 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

1450 

2550 

1920  Pilgrim 

140 

560 

1921  Pilgrim 

299 

795 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

350 

1936-D 

99 

350 

1936-S 

129 

350 

1 937  Roanoke 

225 

249 

1 936  Robinson 

389 

1 935-S  San  Diego 

85 

109 

1 936-D  San  Diego 

89 

1 19 

1 925  Stone  Mt. 

209 

VARIETY 

MS-63  MS-64 

MS-65 

Texas  type 

1934 

105 

115 

159 

1935 

135 

159 

1935-D 

115 

135 

1 935-S 

115 

159 

1936 

115 

1936-D 

129 

1936-S 

159 

1937 

165 

1937-D 

135 

165 

1937-S 

165 

1938 

289 

325 

375 

1938-D 

289 

325 

375 

1938-S 

289 

325 

1 925  Vancouver 

1495 

1 936  Wisconsin 

210 

225 

239 

1936  York 

210 

BTW  Type 

1946-S 

49 

1947 

45 

85 

1947-D 

59 

1947-S 

89 

1948 

75 

1948-D 

55 

75 

1948-S 

75 

1949 

86 

105 

1949-D 

86 

105 

1949-S 

86 

105 

1950 

55 

79 

1950-D 

55 

79 

1950-S 

59 

1951 

32 

39 

1951-D 

69 

1951-S 

59 

Modern 

Commemoratives 


1982-S  Washington  50C.  Proof-65  as  issued;  in 
original  case.  Design  by  Elizabeth  Jones.  5.95 

1984-W  Olympic.  Proof-65.  $10  gold . 275 

1 993-W  Madison  half  dollar.  MS-65.  Special  ANA 

counterstamp  issue . 19.95 

The  1995  edition  of  the  Guide  Book,  page  258,  contains 
this  notice:  “9,656  of  the  Uncirculated  version  were  privately 
marked  on  the  edge  with  a  serial  number  and  the  initials  of  the 
Madison  Foundation  and  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion.” 

Commemorative 
Cold  Coins 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper 
spot  is  noted  between  the  Ls  of  DOLLAR.  Very 
attractive  overall .  . 1,750 


Choice  Lewis  &  (dark  Gold  $1 


1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCC  ,S). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,995 

Remarkable  Prooflike  Jefferson  $1 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  and 
very  closely  resembling  the  Proof  rarities  of  this 
year.  A  very  special  specimen.  In  fact,  face-up 
in  its  holder,  this  coin  appears  to  be  a  full  Proof 

for  all  intents  and  purposes . 2,650 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike 

obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 925 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64. 

Brilliant . 1,450 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant . 795 

Museum  Quality  Commemorative  Artifact 
Commemorative  gold  dollar  bracelet,  early  20th 
century,  comprised  of  1 1  gold  dollars  from  the 
St.  Louis  World’s  Fair;  nine  of  the  McKinley 
design  and  two  of  the  Jefferson  portrait.  Ex¬ 
pertly  crafted  by  joining  original  gold  dollars 
together  with  gold  links  and  a  gold  clasp.  Al¬ 
though  we  have  seen  some  one-coin  and  three- 
coin  jewelry  items  made  from  commemorative 
dollars  during  this  era  (some  of  these  are  illus¬ 
trated  in  Dave  Bowers’  book,  Coins  and  Collec¬ 
tors ),  the  present  item  is  the  only  1 1-coin  brace¬ 
let  we  have  ever  seen . 2,900 

Proof  Sets 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  1C, 

5C,  10C,  25C,  50C . 675 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set  NGC  certified.  1C 

Proof-65  RD,  5C  Proof-66,  10C  Proof-66,  25C 
Proof-67,  50C  Proof-66 . 635 

1952  Mint  set.  Double  set  with  two  coins  each 

from  the  various  denominations,  cent  to  halt 
dollar,  from  the  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San 
Francisco  mints.  Mint  State,  as  issued,  average 
MS-63  or  finer.  30  pieces . 200 

1953  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-65. 1C,  5C,  10C, 

25C,  50C . 175 

1953  Mint  set.  Double  set  with  two  coins  each 
from  the  various  denominations,  cent  to  half 
dollar,  from  the  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San 
Francisco  mints.  Mint  State,  as  issued,  average 
MS-63  or  finer.  30  pieces . 100 
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(luestion  & 

Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


I  have  a  1924-S  nickel  that  is  flat  on  the  high 
spots  but  which  has  been  graded  MS-63.  I  have 
been  told  this  is  due  to  weak  striking,  but  how  do 
I  know  that  the  flat  spots  are  not  wear?  What  is  the 
difference  between  a  flat  spot  caused  by  striking  and  one 
caused  by  wear. — W.S.C. 

When  dies  are  spaced  ever  so  slightly  farther  apart 
than  they  should  be,  features  of  the  coin  in  the 
deepest  recesses  of  the  dies  do  not  strike  up  fully. 
Within  American  numismatics  examples  are  legion.  Common 
ones  include  Buffalo  nickels  (of  which  you  write)  which  are 
sometimes  weak  on  the  highest  parts  of  the  portrait  and  the 
shoulder  of  the  buffalo  (bison),  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 
which  are  usually  weak  on  the  highest  parts  of  the  skirt,  Liberty 
seated  half  dimes  and  dimes  of  the  1837-1860  era  which  are 
often  flat  on  Miss  Liberty’s  leg  and  bosom,  and  Mercury  dimes 
1916-1943  which  are  sometimes  lightly  defined  on  the  bands 
constricting  the  fasces  on  the  reverse. 

The  best  way  to  tell  the  difference  between  light  striking 
and  wear  is  to  look  at  the  fields  or  low  areas  of  the  coin.  If  your 
1924-S  Buffalo  nickel  has  lustrous  fields  with  very  few  marks, 
then  you  know  that  it  never  circulated  and  thus  could  not  have 
acquired  wear  to  cause  the  flatness  you  describe. 

Similarly,  if  a  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  or  other  coin  has 
lustrous,  frosty  fields  but  is  flat  on  the  highest  spots,  the  flatness 
is  due  to  striking. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  a  coin  has  little  or  no  lustre  remaining 
and  if  the  fields  show  signs  of  wear,  then  the  flatness  could  be 
due  to  wear.  Of  course,  there  are  varia¬ 
tions  such  as  a  flatly-struck  coin  which  is 
also  worn,  etc. 

t  i  It 

Recently  we  had  our  third 
Sunday  bourse  at  Milford 
and  I  purchased  two  coins: 

1.  1832  half  dime.  The  small  let- 
of  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  had 


showing  but  the  head  details  were  quite 
smooth.  Apparently  the  dies  were  not  changed 
or  the  mint  did  not  have  dies  at  hand  to 
improve  the  appearance  of  the  coins. 

My  question  is  this:  How  is  it  possible  to 
place  a  grade  on  a  coin  when  portions  of  the 
coin  do  not  match  other  portions  of  the  same 
coin?— R.S.H. 

Your  question  is  closely  related  to  that 
submitted  by  W.S.C. ,  above,  and  1 
answer  it  in  proximity  to  it. 

It  is  sometimes  the  case  that  a  coin  can  be  very 
sharp  in  one  area  but  weak  in  another.  For 
example,  some  1921  Standing  Liberty  quarters  have  Miss 
Liberty’s  head  details  fully  struck  up,  but  the  date  1921  is  weak. 
The  obverses  of  all  known  1787  Vermont  BRITANNIA 
copper  coins  (Ryder  No.  13)  are  fairly  sharp,  but  the  reverses 
are  always  weak  as  the  dies  were  well  worn. 

To  be  more  specific, on  half  dimes  of  the  early  1830s  the 
motto  is  often  filled  in,  sometimes  appearing  as  a  blob.  On 
certain  half  cents  (and  large  cents,  too)  of  the  Classic  Head 
style,  hair  details  are  indistinct  due  to  striking. 

In  instances  such  as  the  preceding,  grading  should  be  done 
by  looking  at  other  parts  of  the  coin  such  as  the  fields.  The 
presence  or  absence  of  lustre  will  provide  clues.  In  addition,  the 
rim,  denticles,  and  other  portions  of  a  coin  other  than  the 
weakly  struck  portions  should  be  checked. 

It  1  It 


How  can  I  tell  if  my  1837  Liberty  Seated  half 
dime  is  a  Large  Date  or  a  Small  Date  variety?  Is 
there  an  easy  test? — R.L. 

The  so-called  Large  Date  has  a  flat  top  to  the  1 
of  the  date  and  rhe  so-called  Small  Date  has  a 


pointed-top 
dramatically  different. 


1.  However,  the  date  sizes  are  not 


ters 

some  of  the  letters  filled  in  and  were 
not  identifiable;  quite  obviously  the 
mint  dies  were  filled  in  with  silver 
from  previous  coins.  The  balance  of 
the  coin  had  a  small  amount  of  circu¬ 
lation  showing. 

2.  I  829  half  cent.  The  reverse  of  the 
coin  was  wel 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


What  does  the  term  “middle 
dates  refer  to  in  the  large 
cent  series.  I  can’t  find  it 
listed  in  any  book  I  have. — L.B. 


This  reminds  me  of  a  friend 
from  Denmark  who  once  told 
me  that  he  looked  long  and 

minted  and  not  particularly  worn  from  hard  at  a  map  of  the  United  States,  but  could  not  find  New 

circulation.  The  obverse  of  the  coin  had  a  prominent  date  England  listed.  It  isn’t  there,  and  yet  it  is  something  we  all  know. 
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QUESTION  &  \  \SVVi;i{  IDIilM 


In  popular  parlance,  the  series  of  United  States  large  cents  has  these 
divisions  (no  cents  were  struck  in  1 8 1  5): 

1 793- 1814  cents:  Early  dates. 

1816-1839  cents:  Middle  dates. 

1839  Braided  Hair  to  1857  cents:  Late  dates. 

t  t  it 


(photo  shown  twice  actual  size) 

My  1854-D  $3  gold  coin  is  at  least  VF,  and  some  have 
called  it  EF.  There  is  an  area  on  the  edge  where  the 
reeding  disappears,  but  the  dealer  from  whom  I  bought 
it  said  it  is  not  impaired,  nor  has  it  been  used  in  jewelry.  No  one  else 
I  know  has  an  1854-D  $3,  and  as  you  have  listed  some  of  these  in 
your  catalogues,  I  thought  perhaps  you  could  help  me.  Do  I  have 
a  problem  coin  or  do  I  not? — H.L.D. 

All  1854-D  $3  pieces  have  weakness  on  one  area  of  the 
reeding,  where  the  bars  all  but  disappear.  The  collar  must 
have  been  incompletely  milled  at  this  spot.  Your  coin  is 
perfectly  normal.  However,  weak  or  missing  reeding  on  an  1854  or 
1 854-0  $3  would  be  cause  for  concern. 

t  i  i 

I  was  in  the  middle  of  buying  a  set  of  certified  MS-66  and 
MS-67  commemorative  half  dollars  one  at  a  time,  and  I 
have  18  so  far,  but  then  I  heard  that  a  1921  Pilgrim  half 
dollar  sold  for  about  half  of  its  ‘"bid”  price,  and  now  I  am  worried. 

Is  there  a  guide  as  to  how  much  I  should  pay  for  the  pieces  I 
need.  Are  dealer  “bid  prices  for  MS-66  and  MS-67  commemora- 
tives  reliable?  1  have  stopped  buying  until  I  hear  from  you. — W.C. 

A  visitor  to  our  offices  told  me  about  the  same  coin  you 
mentioned.  Apparently,  the  1921  Pilgrim,  even  though  it 
was  graded  with  a  very  high  number,  was  a  real  dog.  As  it  was 
ugly,  no  one  at  the  sale  wanted  to  buy  it  for  anywhere  near  the  “bid” 
price. 

Unfortunately  for  the  sake  of  consistency,  “bid”  prices,  if  seemingly 
high,  are  often  for  coins  of  hand-picked  quality.  When  we  buy  coins  lor 
stock,  any  prices  we  bid  are  not  for  run-of-the-mill  pieces,  but  are  for 
selected  quality  pieces.  Thus,  we  might  bid  $5,000  for  a  certain  coin, 
but  would  not  want  an  ugly  specimen  for  $2,500. 

Within  the  commemorative  series  you  have  to  know  what  to  look 
for.  Some  coins  usually  come  “nice,”  and  you  will  have  no  trouble 
finding  one.  Examples  include  the  1936  Norfolk  and  1938  New 
Rochelle.  Gems  are  the  rule,  not  the  exception. 

On  the  other  hand,  ilyou  want  to  buy  an  1 892  or  1 893  Columbian 
half  dollar,  a  1915-S  Panama- Pacific,  ora  1923-S  Monroe,  you  may 
have  to  look  at  10  coins  before  finding  a  nice  one. 

In  general,  I  recommend  thatwithin  the  commemorative  half  dollar 


series  you  buy  coins  that  have  the  following  characteristics: 

1.  Are  brilliant  or  have  attractive  light  toning.  Avoid  dark,  dull,  or 
heavily  mottled  coins. 

2.  Are  highly  lustrous. 

3.  Are  well  struck  (not  a  problem  for  most  commemoratives). 

4.  In  summation  of  points  1 , 2,  and  3,  are  pleasing  to  your  eye;  in 
other  words,  are  attractive  specimens. 

At  the  present  time,  certification  sendees  do  not  take  aesthetic 
appeal  into  consideration.  For  this  reason,  there  are  a  lot  of  ugly  coins 
in  certified  holders.  When  the  investment  market  was  strong  (which  it 
isn  t  now),  investors  bought  ugly  coins  as  they  didn’t  know  the 
difference.  In  those  balmy  days,  many  “bid  prices  were  sight-unseen. 

Today  s  buyers  for  the  most  part  are  more  discriminating,  and  to 
merit  anything  close  to  a  published  “bid”  price,  the  quality  has  to  be  there. 

In  a  way  this  translates  to  an  important  opportunity  for  professional 
dealers  who  care  about  their  clients.  Five,  six,  or  seven  years  ago  there 
weren’t  as  many  ugly  and  overgraded  coins  in  holders,  and  even  a  rank 
amateur  could  in  many  series  do  fairly  well  simply  by  purchasing  certified 
coins.  Today,  if  you  are  not  familiar  with  quality,  you  should,  preferably, 
learn  about  it  or,  second  best,  deal  only  with  a  professional  who  delivers 
quality.  (This  is  a  somewhat  circular  situation,  as  you  have  to  know 
something  about  quality  in  order  to  spot  a  dealer  who  delivers  it.) 

i>  t  fc 


I  can't  find  a  copy  of  your  silver  dollar  book,  and  I 
wonder  if  you  can  help.  Also,  what  are  Bowers-Borck- 
ardt  numbers  as  used  on  a  1795  silver  dollar  I  sawr  at  a 
coin  show?  — M.W.L. 

Funny,  but  another  letter  with  about  the  same  questions 
came  in  the  mail  the  day  after  yours  did. 

The  two-volume  book  set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  is  out  of  print,  and 
a  new  edition  will  probably  not  be  created  until  1997  or  1998. 
Meanwhile,  you  can  try  dealers  in  out-of-print  books  or  borrow  a  copy 
from  the  ANA  Library  (although  still  another  letter  I  received  recently 
stated  that  the  ANA  Library  could  not  supply  a  copy;  perhaps  their  set 
was  already  out  on  loan). 

I  can’t  resist  asking  this:  As  you  have  been  on  our  mailing  list  for 
several  years,  why  didn’t  you  order  a  set  when  they  were  available? 

About  BB  numbers,  these  are  numbers  that  I  and  Mark  Borckardt 
(who  assisted  with  the  research)  assigned  to  varieties  of  early  U.S.  silver 
dollars  of  the  1794-1804  years,  a  rearrangement  and  updating  of  the  B 
(for  Bolender)  numbers  devised  by  M.H.  Bolender  in  1 950.  1  hese  are 
explained  in  the  aforementioned  elusive  two-volume  book  set. 

See  The  Book  Section  lor 
Discounts  On  Great  Books! 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 

Basic  information:  Colonial  coins,  including 
state  coins  and  pieces  honoring  George  Washing¬ 
ton,  are  among  the  most  fascinating  series  in  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics.  There  are  many  different  die  va¬ 
rieties,  each  with  different  characteristics.  Further, 
the  elements  of  planchet  stock,  striking,  and  wear 
combine  to  give  each  coin  a  personality. 

If  you  become  interested,  an  essential  volume  is 
Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  In 
addition,  there  are  numerous  fine  monographs  on 
state  coinage  and  other  series,  including  Ryder  and 
Richardson  on  Vermont  coppers  (“Ryder”  num¬ 
bers),  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper  coins  (“M” 
numbers),  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper  coins  of 
1787-1788,  Maris  on  New  Jersey  coppers  (“M” 
numbers,  but  from  a  different  author,  not  Miller), 
W.S.  Baker  and  Dr.  George  Fuld  on  Washington 
pieces  and  so  on.  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
in  the  fore  part  gives  a  nice  overview  of  colonial 
coins  and  also  a  bibliography  from  which  you  may 
choose  any  number  of  additional  references.  Walter 
Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  (“Breen”  numbers)  is  highly  recommended 
for  the  advanced  numismatist. 

1688)  Breen-78,  N-4E.  American  Plantations 
token.  MS-60.  A.k.a.  Plantation  “halfpenny.” 
MS-60  or  better  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces. 
This  is  the  circa  1828  restrike  (although  the  ob¬ 
verse  die  break  normally  seen  is  not  present  on 
this  specimen).  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  com¬ 
position  (tin),  most  of  these  are  seen  with  heavy 
corrosion.  This  is  a  pleasant  exception!  .  1,995 

The  denomination  on  the  coin  is  expressed  as  1  /24th  real. 
In  the  Spanish  system,  eight  reales  equaled  one  dollar,  and  two 
reales  (or  bits),  equaled  25  cents  (the  term  “two  bits”  for  the 
American  quarter  dollar  has  this  origin).  1  /24th  part  real, 
would  thus  be  1  /24th  of  12.5  cents,  or  about  a  halfpenny 
(although  the  British  and  Spanish  denominations  cannot  be 
converted  evenly). 


Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety 
with  O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  mis¬ 
spelled  as  PROPRIETERS  and  then  cor¬ 
rected).  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces. 
Smooth,  even  wear.  Elephant  well  defined  on 
obverse.  Reverse  with  most  lettering  clear,  and 
with  the  O  over  E  feature  well  defined.  A  clas¬ 
sic  early  rarity. . 4,495 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  in  the  British  Isles  under  circumstances  not  well  re¬ 
corded.  The  intent  of  the  presently  offered  piece  was  to  cir¬ 
culate  in  the  Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  attention  to  settle¬ 
ments  there.  Most  examples  probably  circulated  at  the  value 
of  a  halfpenny. 


1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  copper.  Figure 
facing  left.  AU-55.  Rich,  lustrous  light  brown 
surfaces  with  ample  lighter  color.  One  of  the 
very  finest  Nova  Eborac  coppers  we’ve  ever  seen 

or  handled.  A  remarkable  coin . 2,495 

1786  Ryder-8.  Rarity  4-.  Vermont  copper.  Land¬ 
scape  type.  Fine  to  VF.  VERMONTENSIUM 


spelling.  Light  brown  surfaces.  Above. average 
quality  planchet.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
the  type  and  variety. . 1,295 

1786  R-l  1.  Rarity-4+.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust 
Left.  F-15.  On  a  somewhat  rough  planchet  as 
always  seen.  Quite  elusive . 1,495 

A  nice  example  of  this  fairly  scarce  variety,  believed  to 
have  been  made  at  Rupert,  Vermont  (instead  of  Mach  in’s 
Mills),  and  thus  constituting  one  of  the  relatively  few  variet¬ 
ies  of  indigenous  Vermont  coinage  bearing  a  portrait  (in  this 
case  of  King  George  II,  but  not  identified  as  such).  Smooth 
light  brown  surfaces.  A  planchet  defect  is  seen  at  the  center 
of  the  obverse,  and  some  minor  planchet  marks  are  seen  on 
the  reverse,  but  overall  this  is  in  the  top  20%  quality-wise  of 
this  issue. 

1786  Miller  5.4-G.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed 

Bust  Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  af¬ 
fecting  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse 
and  INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and 
brown  surfaces . 375 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left, 

Horned  Bust.  EF-45.  Slightly  rough  dark 
brown  surfaces  converge  on  olive  and  ma¬ 
hogany  in  areas.  Some  natural  obverse  planchet 
flaws  as  made.  Sharp  and  attractive  for  the 
grade . 495 

From  the  late  die  state  with  “horn”  break  from  shoulder, 
and  clash  marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left. 
Horned  Bust,  (so-called  from  a  die  break  ex¬ 
tending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . 795 

From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  clash 
marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  M17-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  375 
1787  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 475 

1787  M3 1 .  l-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-15.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet 
defect  on  rim.  Old  attribution  number  inked 
in  left  obverse  field  (usually  removable  if  de¬ 
sired.)  .  165 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20 . 275 

1787  M33.5-T.2.  Rarity-5.  Connecticut.  “Skeleton 

Hand”  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF-25 . 425 

1787  M-33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-30.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces . 375 

1787  M33.7-R.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

F-15.  Very  faint  porosity.  . 155 

1787  M33.36-T.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-30.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is  still 
seen  at  the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  striking 


A  Note  from  the  West  Coast 


This  note  is  fi'om  W.D.,  who  lives  on  the 
West  Coast: 

“Dear  Gail  (Watson): 

“I  received  my  group  of  colonial  coins 
recently  in  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
specialty.  The  coins  were  very  choice  as  I 
thought  they  would  be.  Please  let  Dave  know 
how  nice  they  were,  as  I  know  he  catalogued 


them.  I  look  forward  to  each  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  to  see  what  is  in  the  colonial 
section. 

“It’s  always  nice  talking  to  you  on  the 
phone.  I  will  take  the  whole  lot  of  coins  that 
you  sent  me.  Keep  up  the  good  work,  I  really 
I  ike  your  program!  Keep  finding  those  choice 
colonial  coins  for  me!" 
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up  in  these  areas  (not  unusual  for  the  variety).  Very 
attractive  light  brown  surfaces;  a  superb  piece 
overall . 325 

1  he  arm  and  hand  o(  the  seated  figure  are  bony  (skel¬ 
etal)  in  appearance. 

1787  M33.39-S.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 975 

1787  M33.39-S.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Lightly  granular  surfaces.  Medium 

brown.  Attractive . 145 

1787  M36-L.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VG-8 . 133 

1787  M37.3-1.  Rarity-3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  VF-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 345 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and 
detail  for  the  grade . 175 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Net 
VF-20.  Very  little  actual  wear,  but  with  planchet 
fissures,  etc.,  as  made  and  as  often  seen.  ..  175 

1788  Ml  1-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

13 .  195 

1786  Maris-17-K.  Rarity-4.  New  Jersey.  F-12. 275 

1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275 
1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Porous.  Early  die 

state.  Sharpness  bf  F-15 . 195 

1787  M34-J.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Lightly  porous  but 
attractive.  Struck  over  a  Connecticut  copper.  175 

Parts  of  the  AUCTORI  CON  NEC  legend  may  be  seen 
among  the  letters  of  NOVA  CAESAREA. 

1787  M48-g.  New  Jersey.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 
shield .  149 

Remarkable  1787  Mass.  Half  Cent 
Condition  Census 


1787  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity-3.  Massachusetts  half 
cent.  AU-58.  Condition  Census.  Glossy  brown 
surfaces  showing  minute  details  of  die  charac¬ 
teristics.  A  superb  specimen,  a  prize  lor  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,750 

1787  R  2b-C.  Massachusetts  cent.  F-VF . 465 

1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  EF-40.  Obverse  design 
similar  to  the  Connecticut  Draped  Bust  Left 

coppers .  895 

1789  Breen-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet. 
202.2  grains.  AU-50 . 1 ,275 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1 839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1 789 
founding. 

1789  B-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet. 

166.64  grains.  AU-50.  Very  attractive. ..  1,275 
1789-dated  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet.  EF-45.  575 

1795  Talhot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-65.  Choice 
dark  tan  with  traces  of  mint  red.  An  especially 
nice  specimen . 1,295 


Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  were  merchants  in  the  southern  part 
of  Manhattan,  engaged  in  the  import  trade.  These  tokens, 
denominated  as  cents,  were  produced  in  Birmingham,  En¬ 
gland  and  were  intended  for  wide  distribution  in  America.  As 
it  turned  out,  many  thousands  of  them  were  taken  in  by  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  and  planchets  were  cut  from  them  to  make 
half  cents. 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  VF-30 . 149 

1 793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  EF-45  to  AU-50. 
PAYABLE  IN  ANGLESEY  LONDON  OR 
LIVERPOOL.  Very  early  (and  unusual)  die 
state;  no  bulge  or  failure.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 875 

1795  Breen-1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS- 
60.  Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown 
with  some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 640 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St. 

1787  Fugio  Cent.  Newman-13-X.  EF-45,  al¬ 
though  the  coin  appears  to  have  had  no  actual 
circulation.  A  striated  planchet,  not  unusual 
for  either  the  series  or  the  variety,  keep  it  from 
a  Mint  State  grade.  When  you  see  it,  you’ll  re¬ 
ally  like  it .  595 

Produced  under  contract  to  the  government,  the  Fugio 
copper  cents  are  the  first  widely-circulated  federal  coins. 

Hail  (  nils 

Basic  information:  Half  cents  were  minted  inter¬ 
mittently  from  1793-1857,  and  are  classified  by  “B” 
and  “C”  numbers,  from  these  reference  books: 
Walter  Breen  ’s  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half 
Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.'s  book, 
American  Half  Cents. 

Important  design  types  include  the  unique  style 
of  1793  with  head  facing  left;  different  variations 
of  1 794-1797  with  head  facing  right,  and  with  Lib¬ 
erty  cap  and  pole;  1800-1808  Draped  Bust  right; 
1809-1836  Classic  Head,  and  1840-1857  Braided 
Hair  (also  called  Coronet)  type. 

1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  AG-3.  Legible  date  and 
word  LIBERTY.  Portrait  is  distinctive,  and 
much  reverse  detail  is  seen.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
Light  brown  planchet.  A  very  nice  coin  despite 
the  technical  grade  of  AG-3 . 1,195 


Splendid  AU  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  B-3,  C-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  A 

superbly  struck  specimen  with  exceptional  de¬ 
tail  in  all  areas  including  the  hair  strands  of  Miss 
Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  the  words  HALF 
CENT  on  the  reverse.  Not  one  in  10  1793  half 
cents  at  this  grade  level  is  this  nice! . 1 9,800 

1794  B-6b,  C-4a.  VF-20.  Bold  definition  of  de¬ 

tails  as  typical  for  this  date.  Very  faint  poros¬ 
ity.  .  1 ,395 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 


1805  B-l ,  C-l .  F-12.  Double  struck.  Partial 
brockage . 1 ,250 

Some  reverse  leaf  details  arc  visible  in  the  obverse  field 
betore  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty.  A  nice  display  item.  J.P. 
Martin  ot  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Authenti 
cation  Bureau  (ANAAB)  commented  in  a  note:  “The  previ¬ 
ous  coin  struck  stuck  in  the  obverse  die.  This  planchet  was 
then  struck  off-center  producing  a  reverse  brockage  that  shows 
on  the  right  obverse  field.  The  reverse  was  struck  off  center 
which  shows  above  F  AM.  Then  the  coin  was  struck  again 
in  the  normal  position.” 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Brown  surfaces  with  deli¬ 
cate  bluish  gray  highlights.  Still  quite  lustrous, 
despite  evidence  of  brief  circulation.  Die  State 


III . 519 

1809  B-4,  C-3.  AU-58.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  First  year  of  the  Classic  Head  type.  385 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 265 

1828  B-l,  C-l.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 95 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 325 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-50 . 125 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  nice  mixture 
of  fiery  mint  red  with  lustrous  brown.  ..  1 ,495 

Gem  Red  1835  Half  Cent 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mint 
color . 2,395 

Remarkable  Gem  1841  Rarity 


1841  Original.  Large  Berries.  Proof-65  BN. 
Original.  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of 
this  famous  rarity.  Mirror  surfaces  are  light 
brown  with  ample  original  mint  red  and  with 
iridescent  hues.  Extremely  well  struck.  One  of 
the  very  finest  extant  specimens  among  only  a  few 

dozen  known . 8,500 

The  original  is  characterized  by  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath  (restrikes  have  small  berries).  Such  coins  were 
issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets  in  the  vear  indicated. 

7  he  present  specimen,  as  with  all  seen,  has  a  small  die 
break  on  the  obverse  commencing  near  the  second  star  and 
exiting  near  the  seventh. 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Somewhat 
scarce  in  this  grade . 1,995 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Full  glossx 

brown . 1,195 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharpiv  struck, 

lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 1,195 

1854  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Much  more  “R  than 
“B  ’;  in  fact,  this  specimen  is  nearly  full  origi 
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nal  mint  red.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  at 

this  grade  level . 295 

1855  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  MS-65  RB.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  with  about  80%  original  mint  red  on  the 

obverse . 1,750 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer . 1,750 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  lustrous  bril¬ 
liant  red  specimen.  Not  easy  to  find  with  this 

aesthetic  quality. . 1,150 

1855  B-l.  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 695 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN.  Glossy  surfaces.  .395 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 135 

1856  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  RB . 475 

Gorgeous  Gem  1857 


1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full 
original  mint  red,  and  with  more  red  than  some 
coins  called  “MS-65  RD”  have!  Certainly  this 
is  in  the  top  1%  of  surviving  1857  half  cents 
quality-wise . 2,750 

To  our  knowledge  the  1 857  half  cent  has  never  been  rep¬ 
resented  in  any  hoard,  and  the  survival  of  an  outstanding 
specimen  such  as  this  is  a  matter  of  very  rare  chance.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden,  who  certainly  was 
in  a  position  to  know,  most  of  the  small  mintage  of  the  1857 
half  cent  was  melted  at  the  Mint. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62,  red  and  brown,  mostly 


brown . 365 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 325 


Large  Cents 

Basic  information:  Large  cents,  dated  from 
1793-1857  (with  the  solitary  exception  ol  the  year 
1815)  are  classified  by  Sheldon  numbers  (“S”  num¬ 
bers)  as  described  in  the  beginning  of  the  text  of 
Penny  Whimsy  (covering  the  years  1793-1814)  and 
in  Howard  Newcomb’s  United  States  Copper  Cents 


Wow,  What  Great  Service! 

Reader  Ed  Camacho  wrote  to  say: 

“I  was  very  impressed  by  your  prompt 
and  courteous  response  to  my  letter  regard¬ 
ing  Mint  State  1799  large  cents.  Especially, 
when  you  took  time  to  send  me  a  second 
letter  explainingthat  Mark  Borckardt  would 
be  at  the  Long  Beach  coin  show  and  that  he 
would  answer  my  question  as  soon  as  he 
returned. 

“I  want  to  thank  you  and  please  thank 
Mr.  Borckardt  for  his  informative  and  ex¬ 
tensive  reply. 

“Wow,  what  great  service!’’ 


1816-1857  (“N”  numbers).  In  addition  to  these 
references,  several  other  fine  texts  exist. 

Large  cents  can  be  collected  in  many  different 
ways.  The  Guide  Book  of  US.  Coins  gives  a  basic 
listing  of  dates  and  major  varieties.  Key  dates  in¬ 
clude  1793,  1799,  and  1804. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval 
any  of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 


High-Grade  S-6  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Vine  and  Bars  Edge;  EF-40 


1793  Sheldon-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in 
the  top  10%  quality-wise  of  1793  cents  at  the 
EF-40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  England 
collection,  off  the  market  for  years . 9,250 

Memorable  1794  S-17a  Rarity 
Head  of  1793 


1794  S-17a.  Rarity-5.  Head  of  1793.  VG-8. 
Golden  brown  surfaces  with  some  pitting  and 
oxidation  spots;  attractive  overall  and,  of  course, 
subject  to  your  satisfaction . 3,595 

Head  of  1793,  with  facial  features  resembling  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Cap  cents  made  toward  the  end  of  the  1793  year.  It  is 
estimated  that  only  between  60  and  75  examples  of  the  S-17a 
exist  in  all  grades. 

Mint  State  Amiable  Face  1794  S-30 


1794  S-30.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  this  the  Amiable  Face 
variety;  Miss  Liberty  seems  to  be  smiling.  An 

extraordinary  specimen . 7,950 

1794  S-32.  VF-25.  Late  die  state.  Two  scratches  on 
obverse.  Excellent  design  details . 1 ,095 


1800/79  S- 1 96.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium 
brown  surfaces  with  some  lustrous  brown  mint 
frost,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  strike 
with  excellent  definition  of  details.  Final  0  in 
date  higher  than  on  the  other  overdates  of  this 
year;  thus,  definitive . 4,750 

The  Mint  prepared  dies  in  advance.  In  1800,  a  die  dated 
179  was  on  hand,  intended  for  punching  a  final  digit  such  as 
a  9  to  create  a  1799  cent.  However,  the  year  1799  came  and 
went,  and  this  die  wasn’t  used.  Rather  than  waste  it,  the  Mint 
overpunched  the  second  and  third  digits  with  the  numbers 
80  and  added  a  final  0,  creating  the  1800/179  cent  (more 
properly,  an  1 800  cent  with  80  in  date  over  79). 

1800  S-211.  VG-8 . 85 

1 802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T cut 
over  Y in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  Ad¬ 
vanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in  STATES. 
A  tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the  obverse  rim 
at  12:00 . 695 

This  is  a  fortunate  (for  the  collector)  instance  in  which 
one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  of  the  1 802  year  is  also 
one  of  the  most  plentiful.  The  engraver  first  cut  the  word 
LIBERY,  then  realized  his  gaffe,  and  corrected  it. 


Condition  Census  1803  S-262  Rarity 


1803  S-262.  Rarity  6.  Small  date.  VF-20.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarer  issues  of 
its  era.  Light  brown  surfaces.  Small  scratch 
from  fraction  to  left  wreath  ribbon.  Condition 
Census.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 

specialist .  2,295 

1806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  key  dates  of  its  era;  the  only 
die  variety  of  this  year.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  A  handsome  addition  to  an  advanced 


cabinet .  1,750 

1817  Newcomb-11.  13  Stars.  EF-45 .  265 


1 817  N- 16.  1 5  Stars.  AU-55.  Net  value  AU-50,  as 
it  is  somewhat  more  lightly  struck  than  usual 
around  the  top  borders.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  The  reverse,  if  graded  alone,  would 

challenge  the  MS-60  level . 1,250 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-45 . 725 

1819  N- 1 0.  EF-45  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  1  lighly 
glossy  and  lustrous  surfaces.  A  prize  item  for  the 
variety  specialist . 595 

Scarce  variety,  in  fact,  the  third  rarest  ol  the  r  ear  (cf.  |ohn 
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0.  Wright,  who  states  the  variety  is  worth  three  to  four  times 
that  of  an  ordinary  1819  variety). 

1820  N-5.  EF-45.  Rich  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  A 
beautiful  coin  which  could  just  as  easily  be 
called  AU,  and  a  mid-range  AU  at  that!  ...675 

1821  N-1.EF-40BN  (NGC).  A  sharp  and  very  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  important  date.  1 ,295 

1821  N-2.  EF-40.  Glossy  olive-brown  with  very 
minor  marks . 1,150 

1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 

surfaces . 795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 


1827  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN.  Attractive,  lustrous  light 

tan  surfaces  fading  from  mint  red . 2,250 

N-l  1  is  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  emerges  as  a  rarity 
at  this  level. 

ORDER  IT  TODAY, 

ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW! 

Request  our  overnight  service;  free  on  coin 
orders  of  $500  or  more,  just  $  1 0  for  orders  be¬ 
low  that  amount.  In  that  way  that  Special  Coin 
can  be  in  your  hands  just  hours  from  now! 

1 833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive,  lustrous  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please.  795 

The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8”  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable  so  fine.  2, 1 50 
The  cents  of  1 839  are  very  interesting  inasmuch  as  sev¬ 
eral  different  hubs  were  used  to  make  them,  and  one  example 
(1839/6  overdate)  is  from  a  leftover  die  from  several  years  ear¬ 
lier.  Anyone  wanting  to  make  up  a  “collection  within  a  collec¬ 
tion”  would  do  well  to  assemble  the  major  varieties  of  this  year. 

1841  N-3.  MS-62.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Sharply 
struck.  Most  of  the  design  features  show  bold 
definition,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
obverse  stars.  The  obverse  shows  a  small  rim 
scrape  at  the  2:00  position.  In  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  variety.  Check  it  out  on  approval, 
and  you’ll  like  it;  satisfaction  guaranteed! .  695 


1847  N-l O.VF-35 . 99 

1  847  N- 1  1 .  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces.  Outstanding! . 595 

1847N-28.  VF-30 . 85 

1848  N-3.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 75 

1 848  N-22.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 235 

1848  N-22.  EF-45 . 139 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 210 

1 848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  VF-35 . 1 1 9 

1848N-24.  VF-35 . 165 

1 848  N-25.  VF-30 . 85 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 159 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 79 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 65 


1848  N-27.  VF-25 . 39 

1 848  N-28.  VF-30 . 55 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-35 . 95 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 69 

1848  N-31.  EF-40 . 1 49 

1848  N-34.  Rarity-5+.  F-12 . 85 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 105 

1 848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 265 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 75 

1848  N-41.AU-50 . 265 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 65 

1848  N-42.  Rarity-6.  G-5 . 65 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 


Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 


1849  N-8.  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-64  BN.  895 

The  doubling  is  especially  pronounced  at  UNITED 
STATES.  The  crossbar  of  the  A  is  shown  twice,  for  example, 
one  crossbar  above  the  other. 


1849  N-14.  VF-20 . 35 

1850  N-6.  EF-40 . 75 

1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135 

1850  N-21.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  tan  with 

ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  excellent  and 
the  lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for  the  date, 

type,  or  variety  collector . 825 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES 
and  F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 


1850  N-22.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 119 

1851  AU-50 . 135 

1851  VF-35 . 42 

1851  N-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown.  695 
1851  N-13.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  One  of  many 

large  cents  recently  added  to  our  extensive  in¬ 
ventory.  .  895 

1851  N-14.  VF-35 . 49 

1851  N-38.  EF-45 . 95 

1852  N-l.  EF-40 . 69 

1852  N-8.  AU-50 . 135 

1852  N-14.  EF-45 . 99 

1853  AU-55 . 159 

1853  AU-50 . 135 

1853  EF-45 . 75 

1853  VF-30 . 35 

1853  VF-20 . 29 

1853  N-3.  AU-50 . 119 


Great  Photography! 

The  following  is  from  R.E.N.,  Jr.: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“Wow!  Great  photography  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  RCR  #101,  and  a  fine  article  by  M  r. 
Borckardt!  Totally  accurate,  and  quite  en¬ 
tertaining.  Refreshing  indeed,  to  read  a 
short  article  about  an  important  numis¬ 
matic  item,  in  which  participants  in  its 
history  (as  well  as  accurate  sale  prices  from 
the  past!)  are  memorialized,  encouraging 
newer  players  to  keep  records  and  become 
involved  in  the  ‘lore. 

“Congratulations  again  for  the  great 
spread  on  S-48,  and  best  wishes  to  all.” 


1853  N-l 6.  VF-20 . 32 

1853  N-24.  AU-50 . 135 

1855  N-6.  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  55,  Knob  on  car.  AU- 

50 . 260 

1855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1857  N-4.  Small  date.  AU-50 . 195 

1857  N-l.  Large  date.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An 
exceptional  specimen  of  the  last  year  of  issue  of 

the  old  “large”  cent . 1 ,850 

1 857  N- 1 .  Large  date.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache). 
Always  a  favorite  date,  and  somewhat  rare, 

too! . 295 


inilian  Mr, 11I  frills 


Basic  information:  Indian  cents  were  minted 
from  1859  through  1909,  and  were  struck  in  sev¬ 
eral  different  design  types.  The  1 859  issue,  with 
laurel  wreath  reverse,  is  unique  to  its  year;  then 
follows  the  1 860-1864  copper-nickel  style  with  oak 
wreath  and  shield  on  the  reverse;  after  which  thin 
planchet  bronze  cents  were  made  from  1864 
through  1909  inclusive.  Scarce  dates  and  varieties 
include  1864  with  Lon  ribbon,  1871,  1872,  1877 
and  1909-S,  among  others.  In  general,  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  Indian  cents  be  selected  with  care,  as 
there  is  apt  to  be  a  vast  difference  in  quality  even 
among  coins  in  the  same  grades. 

Buying  Indian  cents  for  our  inventory  is  a  lot  of 
work,  as  technical  grade  is  one  thing  and  quality  is 
often  another.  We  are  always  seeking  quality  pieces 
to  add  to  our  holdings.  The  following  offering  re¬ 
flects  our  search  in  this  regard.  Most  coins  are  one 
of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 

1859  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  First  year  of  issue; 
the  only  year  with  the  laurel  wreath  reverse  de¬ 
sign . 795 

1861  AU-50 . 145 

1 862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen  of 

this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
Very  rare  so  fine! . 1 ,895 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 

1862  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  135 


1862  MS-60.  Minor  split  planchet . 1 10 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 625 


1863  MS-64  (PCGS) . 239 

1863  AU-50 . 49 

1864  Copper-nickel.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 

did  gem  of  remarkable  quality7.  Especially  sharp 
strike.  Last  of  the  copper-nickel  cents.  First  or¬ 
der  gets  it  for  only . 1,195 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 319 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-60 . 139 

1 864  Bronze.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  A  high-grade  sjxvi- 

men  of  the  first  year  of  the  bronze  type . 596 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  red. 
Very  lustrous.  Beautiful!  . 395 
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We  continue  our  commentary  concerning  W.  C.  Prime, 
who  in  I860  copyrighted  a  hook.  Coins,  Medals,  and  Seals, 
which  was  among  the  earliest  numismatic  volumes  published 
in  America.  We  related  that  Prime  had  his  likes  and  dislikes 
( don 't  we  a  IP),  and  that  he  was  critical  of  people  who  collected 
tokens  and  medals  and,  further,  didn 't  care  for  collecting 
“ mistakes  in  dies.  "Apparently,  among  his  favorite  things  to 
collect  were  pre- 1853  silver  half  dimes,  dimes,  quarters,  and 
half  dollars,  which  he  felt  would  become  increasingly  rare. 

Concerning  Prime,  Pete  Smith  in  his  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Bibliographieswork,  informs  us  that  William  Cowper 
Prime  was  born  in  Cambridge,  New  York,  on  Hallowe  en 
1825  (an  auspicuous  natal  day  for  numismatists,  some 
might  say!)  and  died  in  New  York  City  on  the  day  before 
Valentine’s  Day,  1905. 

He  graduated  from  the  College  of 
New  Jersey  (now  better  known  as 
Princeton)  in  1843,  studied  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1846,  after 
which  he  practiced  in  New  York  City 
from  1851  through  1861.  On  May  1, 

1851,  he  took  Mary  Trumbull  as  his 
wife.  In  1861  he  became  editor  of  the 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  (memo 
to  Rare  Coin  Review  readers  who  have 
original  or  microfilm  copies  of  this  pe¬ 
riodical:  see  if  there  are  any  numismatic  . . . . . 

articles  therein,  and  let  us  know)  and 
president  of  the  Associated  Press,  serving  in  the  latter 
position  until  1869.  He  was  involved  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York,  and  after 
1 874  served  as  vice  president  and  trustee  there.  At  Princeton 
he  was  professor  of  art  after  1884. 

In  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  109  we  reprinted  Prime’s 
views  on  United  States  silver  dollars.  Now  we  give  some  other 
of  his  observations  circa  1  860  on  the  collecting  scene,  begin¬ 
ning  with  half  cents: 

HALF  CENTS:  Th  ese  little  coins  are  fast  disappearing. 

1 793  has  become  very  rare.  1 796  is  equally  rare;  and,  with  few 
exceptions,  all  the  early  years  are  becoming  scarce.  These 
exceptions  are  1803,  1804,  1806,  and  1807,  which  are 
perhaps  more  common  than  others.  1831  and  1836  are  of  the 
highest  rarity,  commanding,  for  the  former,  $5  to  $7.50,  and 
the  latter,  $3  to  $5. 

In  1841,  1842,  1843,  1844,  1845,  1846,  1847,  and 


This  column  looks 
at  aspects  of  the 
coin  hobby  from 
news  items  and 
other  things  in  print 
years  ago. 


1848  none  were  issued  for  circulation,  and 
the  specimens  coined  at  the  Mint  are  of  the 
highest  rarity,  as  also  is  true  of  1 852.  the  table 
gives  the  prices  recently  paid  for  these. 

CENTS:  The  desire  to  make  collections  of 
cents  has  made  so  much  variation  in  the  prices 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  any  date  has  a 
fixed  and  definite  value. 

In  general,  all  the  cents  can  be  procured  in 
ordinary  circulation,  with  very  little  trouble, 
by  a  diligent  searcher,  excepting  only  1793, 

1 799,  and  1 804.  It  is,  in  fact,  unnecessary  for 
any  collector  to  pay  a  premium  for  any  cent 
except  these  years,  unless  he  desires  to  enrich 
his  collection  with  Proof  or  Uncirculated 
coins.  We  have  already  explained  the  differences  between  a 
Proof  and  an  Uncirculated  coin.  But  it  may  be  repeated  here 
with  benefit.  The  Proof  coins  are  those  struck  in  the  Mint  from 
the  master  die,  the  original  die  cut  by  the  engraver.  The  custom 
of  the  Mint  has  been  to  strike  about  a  hundred  sets,  more  or 
less,  of  the  entire  coinage  of  the  year  from  the  master  die.  These 
are  very  beautiful  and  perfect  specimens,  and  are  known  as 
Proofs.  They  always  command  a  premium,  which  increases  as 
years  advance.  The  master-die  is  afterward  used  to  impress  in 
soft  steel  and  make  other  dies,  from  which  the  great  bulk  of  the 
coinage  is  struck. 

In  the  cents  the  difference  between  the  Proofs  and  other 
issues  is  very  great,  and  the  former  command  extravagant 
prices,  as  the  annexed  table  shows.  The  collector,  however, 
must  not  be  misled  by  this  table  into  supposing  that  he  will 
have  to  pay  these  prices  for  fine  or  Uncir¬ 
culated  specimens.  Patience  in  collecting 
will  enable  him  in  time  to  make  his  set  of 
cents  fine  enough  at  little  cost  except  for 
the  rare  years,  1793,  1799,  and  1804. 

[Editor’s  1996  note:  Think  of  it!  One 
could  find  1794,  1795,  and  other  early 
cents  in  circulation!] 

The  numerous  varieties  of  1793  com¬ 
mand  various  prices.  The  rarest  is  the 
Liberty  Cap  cent,  like  that  of  1794.  In 
Fine  condition  it  brings  from  $4  to  $6. 
The  Link  cent,  having  the  chain  around 
the  words  one  cent,  is  worth  $3  to  $5  in 
first-rate  condition.  The  Wreath  cent,  in  various  varieties, 
brings  about  the  same  price;  but  this  cent  of  1 793  has  so  varied 
in  price  of  late  years  that  it  is  impossible  to  name  a  fixed  value 
to  any  variety.  The  mania  for  coins  has  largely  increased  the 
supply,  while  it  has  also  increased  the  number  of  collectors  and 
the  demand. 

The  cent  of  1799  is  the  rarest  of  the  copper  coins.  The 
collector  must  beware  of  counterfeits,  which  abound  in  the 
cities,  well  executed  byalteringcentsof  1797 and  1798.Afirst- 
rate  1799,  of  undoubted  genuineness,  is  worth  about  $10 — 
but  the  price  falls  rapidly  as  the  condition  of  the  piece 
deteriorates.  Close  examination  with  the  aid  of  a  magnifying- 
glass  will  not  in  all  cases  detect  these  counterfeits.  The  collector 
should  at  least  adopt  this  rule,  not  to  purchase  a  1799  which 
has  the  slightest  scratch  or  flaw  on  the  surface  anywhere  near 
the  last  9  in  the  date. 

I  804  is  not  so  rare  a  cent  as  it  is  commonly  reputed,  and  yet 
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it  commands  from  $3  to  $7.30,  according  to  condition.  We  recom¬ 
mend  the  collector  not  to  purchase  this  date,  but  search  diligently 
among  old  coppers  until  he  finds  it.  We  have  had  no  difficulty  in  finding 
some  fair  specimens  among  copper  cents  in  bulk.  It  is,  however,  very 
rare  in  first-rate  condition,  and  the  same  is  true  of  all  the  dates  from 
1 800  to  1811,  except  perhaps  1 802  and  1 803.  The  cent  of  1 808,  with 
filleted  head  resembling  1807,  is  rarely  found  except  in  very  poor 
condition.  Its  existence  even  has  been  disputed,  so  rarely  is  the  date 
legible. 

HALF  DIMES:  1794  is  seldom  found.  It  is  worth  $3  if  in  first-rate 
order,  or  $2  in  ordinary  condition.  1796  and  1797  are  worth  about  $1 
each.  1801  and  1 803  are  worth  $2  each.  1 846  is  scarce,  and  brings  $  1 
to  $  1 .50.  1 853,  without  the  arrow-heads  on  each  side  of  the  date  (which 
arrow-heads  were  placed  on  the  coinage  in  July,  1853,  to  mark  the  new 
and  reduced  weight),  is  now  rare,  and  brings  75  cents  to  $1. 


DIMES:  The  dime  of  1796  is  rare — worth  $1.50  to  $2.50.  I  he 
dime  of  1797  is  of  the  highest  rarity,  and  commands  $7.50  to  $8.50. 
1798,  1801,  and  1 803  are  worth  $1  each.  1804  is  very  rare,  and  worth 
$5.1 809  and  1811  are  very  rare  in  good  condition,  and  worth  $2  to  $3. 
1 822  is  rare  also,  and  worth  $  1 .50  to  $2.  1 844  is  becoming  very  scarce. 
1 846  is  rare,  and  worth  $1 .50  to  $2.50  in  first-rate  order.  1 853,  without 
arrow  heads  at  the  sides  of  the  date,  is  rare,  and  brings  $1 . 

QUARTER  DOLLARS:  This  coin,  being  one  in  most  common 
use,  is  seldom  found  in  first-rate  condition  in  any  of  the  early  years.  The 
quarter  dollar  of  1796  is  sufficiently  rare  to  be  worth  about  $2.50  in 
good  condition.  1 804  is  worth  50  cents  to  $  1 .  1 823  is  a  very'  rare  coin — 
in  fact  one  of  the  rarest  of  the  series.  The  price  marked  for  it  is  not  higher 
than  it  will  command  in  first-rate  order.  1 827  is  very  rare.  The  other 
dates  are  comparatively  common,  though  nearly  all  before  1837  are 
difficult  to  find,  except  more  or  less  rubbed. 


Harry  Salyards  Discovery 


Thefollowmgeditorial  by  numismatic  scholar  and  connoisseur  Dr.  Harry 
Salyards  is  from  Penny-Wise,  July  15,  1995,  published  by  Early  American 
Coppers,  Inc.: 

Having  recently  purchased  a  bound  volume  of  The  Coin  Collector's 
Journal  for  1879,  I  turned  to  the  November  issue,  which  reprints  the 
report  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Alexander  Hamilton,  as  it  appeared 
in  Dunlap’s  American  Daily  Advertiser  of  February  7,  1791,  concerning 
the  establishment  of  the  Mint.  Francis  Worcester  Doughty,  in  his  Cents 
of  the  United  States  (1890),  quotes  portions  of  this;  but  as  I  read  the  whole 
piece,  I  found  myself  as  intrigued  by  what  Doughty  had  left  out  as  by 
what  he  included: 

The  largest  copper  piece  will  nearly  answer  to  the  half  penny  sterling,  and 
the  smallest,  of  course,  to  the  farthing.  Pieces  of  very  small  value  are  a  great 
accommodation  and  the  means  of  a  beneficial  economy  to  the  poor,  by 
enabling  them  to  purchase  in  small  portions,  and  at  more  reasonable  rate,  the 
necessaries  of  which  they  stand  in  need.... 

The  “disme”  or  tenth,  the  “cent”  or  hundredth,  the  “mille”  or  thousandth 
are  proper  because  they  express  the  proportions  which  they  are  intended  to 
designate.  It  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  the  meaning  ol  these  terms  will  not  be 
familiar  to  those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  language  from  which  they  are 
borrowed....  [Still]  the  word  “cent,”  being  in  use  in  various  transactions  and 
instruments  will,  without  much  difficulty,  be  understood.... 

So,  a  close  correlation  to  the  familiar  English  copper  money  was 
intentional,  not  coincidental.  But  we  also  learn  that,  in  contrast  to  the  use 
of  “pounds”  and  “shillings”  in  the  financial  terminology  of  the  United 
States  well  into  the  19th  century,  a  decent  understanding  of  “cent 
already  existed  in  1791.  Not  surprisingly  then,  the  1793  cents  were 
halfpenny  sized,  with  a  “1/100"  reminder! 

Continuing  with  the  article: 

It  is  conceived  that  the  weight  of  the  cent  may  be  eleven  pennyweights, 
which  will  about  correspond  to  the  value  of  the  copper  and  the  expense  of 
coinage.  This  will  be  to  conform  to  the  rule  of  intrinsic  value,  as  far  as  regard 
to  the  convenient  size  of  the  coinage  in  this  case  will  be  the  more  proper,  as 
the  copper  coins,  which  have  been  current  hitherto,  have  passed  till  lately  for 
much  more  than  their  intrinsic  value.  Taking  the  weight,  as  has  been 
suggested,  the  size  of  the  cent  may  be  nearly  THAT  OF  1  HE  PIECE 
HEREWITH  TRANSMITTED  [emphasis  added],  which  weighs  ten  dwt. 
eleven  grs.  ten  m. 


WHAT  PIECE  herewith  transmitted?  The  Birch  patterns  are  all 
dated  1792.  The  1791  Washington  pieces  are  really  part  of  the  English 
conder  token  series,  and  neither  they  nor  the  Fugio  cents,  nor  the  state 
coppers  of  the  late  1780s  remotely  approach  an  eleven  pennyweight 
standard.  And  of  course,  before  the  Philadelphia  Mint  ever  began  coining 
operations,  this  weight  standard  was  reduced.  Yet  the  writer  of  the 
Advertiser  article  must  have  had  SOMETHING  in  hand  which  weighed 
close  to  eleven  pennyweights. 

Having  apparently  endorsed  full  intrinsic  value  coins,  the  author  goes 
on  to  express  some  reservations: 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  size  of  the  cent  it  is  to  be  confessed  that  it  is 
rather  greater  than  might  be  wished.  If  it  could  with  propriety  and  safety  be 
made  less;  and  should  the  value  of  copper  continue  to  decline,  as  it  has  done 
for  some  time  past,  it  is  very  questionable  whether  it  will  long  remain  a  fit 
metal  for  money.  This  has  led  to  a  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  uniting 
a  small  proportion  of  silver  with  the  copper,  in  order  to  be  able  to  lessen  the 
bulk  of  the  inferior  coins.... 

This  kind  of  discussion  of  a  “fit  metal  for  money”  sounds  more  like 
the  Gold  Democrats  of  1896  talking  about  silver,  than  anything  I'd 
expect  from  a  writer  in  1 79 1  discussing  copper!  And,  in  fact,  the  opposite 
problem  soon  arose:  that  proposed  eleven  pennyweight  standard  re¬ 
flected  the  BOTTOM  of  the  market  price  for  copper.  As  soon  as  the  price 
started  back  up,  an  eleven-pennyweight  cent  became  unpractically 
heavy,  worth  more  as  metal  than  at  face  value.  And  so  the  weight  was 
reduced — and  reduced  again — near  the  end  of  1 ~795,  to  ease  the  loss  at 
coinage  so  close  to  full  intrinsic  value.  Still,  Hamilton — if  we  assume  he 
was  the  sole  author  of  the  newspaper  account — was  well  versed  in  the 
economics  of  coinage.  However,  from  a  purely  aesthetic  standpoint,  he 
made  a  clear  distinction  between  coinage  in  the  precious  metals,  and 
coinage  in  copper: 

The  devices  of  the  coins  are  far  from  being  matters  of  indifference,  as  they 
may  be  made  vehicles  of  useful  impressions.  They  ought  therefore  to  be 
emblematical,  but  without  losing  sight  of  simplicity.  The  fewer  sharp  points 
and  angles  there  are  the  less  will  he  the  loss  by  wearing...  [However]  the 
COPPER  coins  may  be  formed  merely  with  a  view  to  good  appearance,  as  am 
difference  in  the  wearing  that  can  result  from  difference  of  form  can  be  of  little 
consequence  in  reference  to  that  metal. 

Copper  collectors  of  1996  would  hardly  agree! 
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186-i  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant 
nearK  lull  original  red  surfaces  with  very  little 


brown . 1,395 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  VF-20 . 1 1 5 

1866  MS-65  RB  (PCCS).  An  attractive  specimen; 
quite  rare  in  this  high  grade . 895 

1866  AU-50 . 185 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 795 


A  splendid  specimen,  predominantly  red,  and  nicer  than 
some  we  have  seen  described  as  full  red. 

186^  Repunched  7  in  date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  595 
1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 


grade  level . 750 

1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Splendid!  .  1,395 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  MS-60 . 575 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  AU-50  (with  ANA  certifi¬ 
cate  for  grade  and  authenticity)  . 525 

1 869/9  (repunched  9)  VF-30 . 335 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Scarce  so 

fine .  1,195 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 975 

1869  VF-20 . 235 


1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 
hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce  date.  1,195 
1870  Snow-7.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red. 
“Pick-Axe”  variety,  doubled  die  reverse  (we 
charge  no  premium  for  this  interesting  fea¬ 


ture) .  1,195 

1870  MS-64  RB  (AN ACS  Cache) . 695 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1870  EF-40 . 325 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  nearly 
lull  (80%  to  90%)  original  mint  red.  Extraor¬ 
dinarily  difficult  to  find  in  this  grade. ...  1,395 
1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 725 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525 

1871  AU-50 . 425 

1871  EF-40 . 319 

1872  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  relatively  inexpen¬ 

sive  way  to  acquire  a  high-grade  specimen  of 
this  important  date . 695 


Splendid  Gem  1872  Rarity 


1 872  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  rare  and  highly  desired  date.  Seldom  seen 

or  offered  in  this  remarkable  grade . 2,450 

1872  MS-63  BN.  An  attractive  key  date  issue.  725 
1872  MS-62  BN.  A  lustrous,  very  attractive  coin 

that’s  sure  to  please!  . 639 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Rich,  lustrous 

brown  surfaces . 639 

1872  VF-30 . 329 

1 872  VF-20.  Light  brown . 319 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Rare  so  fine! . 1 ,280 


Closed  3  coins  of  various  denominations  were  made  early 
in  the  year.  At  quick  glance  the  3  resembles  an  8;  thus,  1873 
seems  to  be  1878.  This  was  corrected,  and  dies  made  later 


have  the  knobs  on  the  3  farther  apart  (Open  3). 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS) . 595 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 475 

1874  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 395 

1874  MS-63  RB . 235 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 225 

1875  AU-50 . 119 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 625 

1876  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem . 950 

1877  VG-8 . 475 

1877  G-4 . 325 

1878  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  o(  red . 435 

1879  Proof-64  RB . 235 

1879  MS-65  RB.  Mostly  red.  Beautiful!  . 329 

1879  MS-65  BN . 275 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of 

mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 275 

Base  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1880  MS-65  RB . 295 

1881  Proof-63  RD . 219 

1881  MS-63  BN . 69 

1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC) . 325 

1883  Proof-64  BN . 165 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1883  MS-64  BN . 89 

1884  MS-65  RD . 675 

1884  MS-63  BN . 1 19 

1885  Proof-65  RB.  A  superb  specimen,  brown  and 

red  surfaces  with  iridescent  hues.  Award-win¬ 
ning  quality! . 595 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 


The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 
reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown.  The  1885  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  date  between 
1879  and  the  last  year  of  the  design,  1909. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  ...399 
1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1885  MS-63  BN . 175 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RD.  A  gem  specimen  recently 

acquired — and  what  a  beauty  it  is!  Blazing  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red  lustre.  A  prize  for  the  advanced 
collector  and  connoisseur . 1,895 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  625 

On  the  Type  I  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  1  and  C  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on 


the  reverse . 625 

1 886  Type  I.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  brown 

gem  with  traces  of  attractive  mint  red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  II.  Proof-64  RD.  (PCGS) . 525 

1886 Type  II.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 235 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB.  Scarce . 1,050 


On  the  Type  II  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  C  and  A  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache). 
Mostly  brown  with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce 


variety.  .  439 

1888  Proof-64  BN . 185 


1888  MS-63  BN . 115 

1889  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1889  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 219 

1889  MS-63  RB . 59 

1890  MS-63  BN . 59 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 450 

1891  Proof-64  RB . 235 

1892  Proof-64  RB . 265 

1893  Proof-64  BN . 175 

1894  MS-65  RB . 325 

1894  MS-64  RB.  (PCGS) . 135 

1894  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 119 

1894  MS-63  RB . 89 

1894  MS-62  RB  (Hallmark) . 85 

1895  Proof-64  BN . 175 

1896  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1898  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1898  MS-63  RB . 59 

1899  Proof-65  RD  (Hallmark).  A  glittering 

gem! . 795 

1899  Prool-64  RB . 195 

1899  MS-63  RD . 59 

1900  MS-63  RB . 49 

1901  MS-63  RB . 49 

1901  AU-55 . 22 

1902  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1903  Proof-62  RB . 135 

1903  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 39 

1905  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1905  AU-50 . 17 

1906  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 245 

1906  MS-64  RD . 119 

1907  AU-50 . 17 

1908  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319 

1908- S  MS-62  RB . 279 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 

coin,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red . 1,095 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Blazing  original  mint 
red  brilliance  just  beginning  to  tone;  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  coin  that  will  fit  in  well  with  a  bril¬ 


liant  set  of  cents . 1,495 

1909-S  Indian.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 495 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 


liimoln  lenls 

Basic  information:  Lincoln  cents  are  among  the 
most  popular  United  States  series.  Among  key  is¬ 
sues  are  the  famous  1909-S  V.D.B.,  the  1914-D, 
and  the  1955  Doubled  Die,  although  numerous 
others  are  elusive  in  higher  grades.  Matte  Proofs 
were  struck  from  1909-1916  and  have  a  sandblast 
or  etched  finish  and  are  usually  darkly  toned  (due 
to  storage  in  upper  wrappers  as  provider)  by  the 
Mint),  while  Proofs  from  1936  onward  are  mostly 
o(  the  “brilliant"  or  “mirror”  finish. 

Care  is  recommended  when  selecting  Lincoln 
cents,  as  quality  is  apt  to  vary  widely  among  the 
vendors.  As  is  the  case  with  Indian  cents,  we  often 
have  to  look  at  many  coins  in  order  to  buy  just  a 
few. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Key 
issue . 1 ,395 
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1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
specimen  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent . 1 ,395 

1  his  coin  offers  an  ideal  combination  of  very  high  grade 
and  reasonable  price.  It  possesses  full  original  mint  red  sur¬ 
faces  of  gem  quality  and  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collec¬ 
tion. 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1 ,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
high  aesthetic  appeal  with  low  (in  this  con¬ 
text)  price .  1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  BN  (NGC) . 650 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache).. ..85 

1909- S  Lincoln.  EF-40 . 89 

1910- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 375 

1910-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1910-S  MS-65  RB . 145 

1910-S  AU-50 . 59 

1910- S  EF-45 . 24 

1911  MS-65  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 85 

191  1-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  rare  in  this 

high  grade  (although  lesser  grade  pieces  are 
readily  available).  A  prize  for  the  advanced 
collector .  695 

191 1- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike.  425 

191 1-D  MS-65  Rb.  (PCI).  Light  D  mintmark.  195 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Outstanding  qual¬ 
ity. . 310 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 310 

191 1-D  MS-63  BN . 109 


191  1  -S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  We  “reached”  for  this 
coin  when  be  bought  it,  but  it  is  a  brilliant  gem 


and  as  nice  as  you  will  ever  find! . 850 

191  1  -S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  completely 

red .  495 

191 1-S  MS-63  BN . 169 

191 1-S  MS-60 . 129 

191 1-S  AU-50 . 65 

1912  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 165 


1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that 
is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is 
very  rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  ad¬ 


vanced  numismatist . 950 

1912-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 425 

1912-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous,  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  A  beauty! . 340 

1912-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 995 

191 2-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  red.. 275 

1 9 1 2-S  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red.  A  truly  splen¬ 
did  specimen.  Rarely  seen  this  nice! . 275 

1912- S  AU-55 . 69 

1913  MS-65  RD . 225 

1913  MS-64  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 89 

191 3- D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  gem! . 795 

191 3-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Gems  such  as  this  are 

very  difficult  to  find . 795 

191 3-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Nearly  full  red.  Gor¬ 
geous!  . 350 

191 3-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1913-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 349 

1913-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 


1913- S  AU-50 . 65 

1914  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1914- D  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 695 

1914-D  EF-45 . 525 

1914- S  EF-45 . 42 

1915  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  little  gem! . 375 

1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Another  gem . 375 

1915  MS-62  RB  (PCI) . 99 

191 5- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 235 

1915-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 295 

191 5- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 850 

1916  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 95 

1916  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 95 

1916- D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Very  close  to  full  mint 

red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem . 595 

1916-D  MS-63  RB.  Mostly  brown . 149 

1917  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 140 


1917-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  “flashy” 
lustre.  Some  tinges  of  natural  toning  are  just 
beginning  to  appear.  Overall,  one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  seen  of  this  issue,  plentiful  in  lower 
grades,  but  decidedly  elusive  at  this  level.  .695 


1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 239 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 239 

1917-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 169 

191 7-S  MS-64  BN . 139 

1917-S  MS-63  RD  (NGC) . 235 

1919  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 140 

1919  MS-63  RB . 24 

1919-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 395 

191 9-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1919-S  MS-63  RB . 79 

1919- S  MS-63  BN . 69 

1920  MS-64  RD . 35 

1920- S  MS-64  RB . 325 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921  MS-64  RD . 89 


Superb  Gem  192 1-S  1  <t 


1921-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen  of 
a  great  rarity  (in  this  grade).  Brilliant,  bright 
original  mint  red.  One  of  the  very  finest  speci¬ 
mens  in  existence  of  this  scarce  issue . 2,995 

The  prime  key  varieties  in  the  1920s  are  the  1921-S, 
1 923-S,  1 924-D,  and  1 926-S.  Each  of  these  is  scarce  in  worn 
grades  and  has  been  for  years.  In  Mint  State  they  are  even 
harder  to  find.  The  present  listing  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  had  in  early  Mint  State  Lincoln  cents  from  1 909  through 
the  early  1 930s. 

1 92 1-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  centers 
than  generally  encountered  for  this  variety.  695 
1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Sharp  strike,  and  rare 

so . 345 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  strike.  One  of 
the  key  dates  in  the  series  at  this  grade . 345 

Considering  that  this  is  a  very  high  grade  example  of  a 
key  issue  and  is  priced  at  less  than  hall  of  what  we  ask  lor  a 


red -surface  coin,  here  indeed,  in  our  opinion,  is  an  excellent 
buy. 

1921-S  AU-50 . 58 


Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 


1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Absent  the  D,  but  otherwise 
quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and  reverse  than 

usually  seen . 2,295 

The  1922  cent  without  a  visible  D  was  produced  from  a 
filled-in  1922-D  die  at  the  Denver  Mint.  Inasmuch  as  there 
were  no  1 922  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  produced  this  year,  the 
D-less  1922-D,  the  “1922  Plain,”  has  filled  a  special  need 
with  numismatists  over  the  years. 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse.  (PCGS).  1,950 

1922- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing,  fiery  mint 

red.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  this  somewhat 
scarce  issue . 695 

1 923- S  MS-63  90%  Red.  (PCI).  One  of  the  scarcer 

issues  of  the  1920s . 495 

1 923-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1 923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1 923- S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1924  MS-65  RD . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 155 

1 924- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  specimen  is 

nearly  fully  brilliant  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen.  Further,  it  is  sharply  struck,  an  un¬ 
usual  situation  for  a  1 924-D.  A  major  find  for 
the  advanced  specialist . 695 

Much  scarcer  in  our  opinion  than  current  catalogue  val¬ 
ues  indicate. 

1 924-D  MS-64  BN.  A  lustrous  chocolate  brown 
specimen  of  a  desirable  branch  mint  issue. 
Quite  rare  in  higher  levels  of  Mint  State  such 

as  this .  395 

1 924-D  MS-63  BN.  Scarce  so  fine . 295 

1924-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Fleck  on  shoulder 
keeps  this  from  MS-65.  Full  blazing  mint  red, 
and  rare  as  such.  A  find  for  the  specialist.  1 ,095 

1924- S  AU-50 . 55 

1925  MS-64  RB . 25 

1925- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1925-D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 

1925-D  MS-60.  Red  and  brown  surfaces,  mostly 

brown . 55 

1925-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level . 1 ,2”5 


1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 85 

1926  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 85 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 

1926  MS-63  RB . 14 

1926-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Very  hard  to  find  in 

this  high  grade . 875 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) .  195 

1926-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 29S 
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ONE,  TWO,  ANO  THREE-CENT  PIECES 


1926-S  MS-62  BN  (AN ACS  Cache) . 125 

1926- S  AU-50 . 69 

1927  MS  65  RD . 75 

192^-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  scarce  branch  mint 

issue  at  this  gem  grade  level.  Well  struck.  An 
item  (or  the  advanced  specialist . 875 

1927- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly,  in  fact  nearly 

completely,  brilliant.  Quality! . 265 

1927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red . 265 

1927- S  MS-63  BN . 119 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 79 

1928  MS-64  RD . 35 

1928- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 95 

1928- S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1929  MS-65  RD . 75 

1929  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 75 

1929- D  MS-65  RD . 135 

1929- S  MS-65  RD  (PCI).  95%  Red . 139 

1930  MS-64  RB . 12 

1930  MS-63  RB . 8 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 69 

1931  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 99 

1931  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1931- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 135 

1 931 -D  MS-63  RB . 89 

1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 

this  popular  low-mintage  date . 279 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 279 

1931-S  MS-64  RB . 89 

1931-S  MS-63  RB.  We  struck  a  bonanza!  Recently 
we  bought  a  small  group  of  these  from  an  origi¬ 
nal  roll  put  away  years  ago.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for  just . 65 

1931-S  MS-60 . 59 

1931-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931-S  VF-20 . 39 

1932  MS-64  RD . 29 

1933  MS-60 . 14 

1935- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1936- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1 936-  D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1937- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1937- S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem!  .265 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 129 

1938  Proof-64  RD . 49 

1938  MS-66  RD  (Hallmark) . 39 

1938- S  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1938- S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1 9 39  Pmof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 250 

1939  Proof-65  RD . 109 

1939  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 109 

1939  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 59 

1939- D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 75 

1939-D  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 

1939-S  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  235 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1941  Proof  66  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1941  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1941-0  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 


1942  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the  early 


Brilliant  Proofs . 350 

1942  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 49 

1942  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 32 


1944-D/S  Type  I.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  First 
mintmark,  an  S,  protrudes  above  the  second  and 
final  mintmark,  a  D.  Readily  discernible  under 
low-power  magnification.  A  very  lustrous,  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  curious  variety.  ..695 
1946-S/D  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  It  takes  some  imagi¬ 
nation  (in  our  opinion)  to  see  a  D  under  the  S, 
and  we  respectfully  suggest  that  this  issue, 
which  is  now  listed  in  the  Guide  Book ,  may  merit 
further  study.  Anyway,  this  is  a  blazing  red 

specimen . 425 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 395 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 395 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN.  Some  hints  of  mint 

red . 895 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58 . 695 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  695 
1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned  at  one 

time . 450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-50 . 595 

Gem  1995  Doubled  Die  Cent 
1995  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD.  Selected  brilliant 
gem . 79 

This  new  discovery  certainly  made  lots  of  headlines  in 
1995  and  is  a  candidate  for  “Coin  of  the  Year”  from  a  pub¬ 
licity  standpoint.  The  word  LIBERTY  is  quite  doubled,  and 
easily  seen  under  low  magnification.  The  variety  is  not  as 
doubled  as  the  1 955  Doubled  Die  or  even  the  1 972  Doubled 
Die,  but  it  is  certainly  interesting  and  worth  collecting. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  up  to  800,000  of  these  could 
have  been  struck,  but  the  number  was  probably  below  that, 
with  one  estimate  suggesting  65,000.  The  market  is  continu¬ 
ing  to  fluctuate,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  until  it 
settles. 

2t  Pieces 

Basic  information:  Two-cent  pieces,  minted 
from  1864-1873  inclusive,  comprise  a  short  set  with 
just  two  standard  major  rarities,  the  1864  Small 
Motto  and  the  date  differences  of  1 873.  Many  in¬ 
teresting,  mostly  minor,  die  varieties  exist  within 
the  date  range.  The  connoisseur  should  pick  and 
choose  carefully,  as  quality  varies  among  vendors. 
Pieces  with  attractive  surfaces  are  difficult  to  find 
for  some  varieties,  although  the  price  may  not  nec¬ 
essarily  be  expensive. 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright 

red  fading  to  mellow  brown . 1 ,795 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces.  ..975 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  One  of 

the  nicest  we’ve  seen.  This  will  look  great  in  your 
type  set! . 1,195 

1865  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1,150 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1866  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  of  a 
quality  seldom  seen  in  the  marketplace.  1,895 

1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1867  Fivaz-Stanton-2C003.  Doubled  Die.  MS-62 

RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 675 


This  issue,  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  very  significantly 
and  boldly  doubled  in  the  die,  is  quite  rare.  We  have  seen  only 
a  few  others  over  a  long  period  of  years. 

1868  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  glittering 
gem.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  had  in  the 
Proof-64  and  Proof-65  range.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set . 1,095 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,695 

1869  Breen-2399.  Recut  date.  EF-45  (ANACS 

Cache) . 895 

1871  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red,  in  fact, 
with  more  red  than  some  we’ve  seen  called 
“RD.”  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . .'...695 

1871  MS-64  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Difficult  to 
find  in  gem  grade  such  as  this . 419 


Gem  1872  2<t  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 

series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,495 

1872  Proof-64  RB.  With  a  very  nice  blend  of  red 
and  brown.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
prime  scarcities  in  the  short-lived  two-cent  se¬ 
ries . 995 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is 
a  great  rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the 
time  of  issue.  Last  business  strike  date  in  the 
series .  1 ,795 

Nickel  M  Pieces 

Basic  information:  Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were 
minted  from  1865  to  1889,  beginning  at  a  time 
when  silver  coins  had  been  hoarded  and  withdrawn 
from  circulation.  Proofs  exist  of  all  dates  and  are 
scarce,  particularly  for  the  issues  from  1 865-1 878. 

If  you  are  collecting  higher  grade  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  we  recommend  selecting  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  pieces,  well  struck,  and  without  spotting. 
There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus 
the  formation  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibil¬ 
ity,  although  the  1877,  1878,  and  two  issues  of 
1887  are  considered  to  be  particularly  elusive. 
1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Impor¬ 
tant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 795 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...795 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1868  Proof-63.  Lightly  toned  mirror  surfaces. 

Fairly  scarce  in  Proof  format . 350 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 

gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 295 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  295 
1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 295 

Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  Straight- 
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date  1 872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Closed  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 350 

1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 

trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur. . 2,095 

1875  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  One  of 

the  finest  in  existence . 795 

1 876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 

A  little  gem! . 495 

1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  inexpensive 
today,  in  our  opinion . 725 

1 878  Proof-55.  Light  golden  toning.  Rare  date.  539 

1883  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

Tiny  die  break  at  upper  left  of  the  reverse,  unusual  for  a 
Proof.  Perhaps  this  was  struck  from  a  Proof  die  continued  in 
use  for  business  strikes.  Interesting! 

1885  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1885  EF-40.  Rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  in 

Proof  format . 550 

1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 875 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rar¬ 
est  Proofs  of  the  series . 625 

In  our  opinion  only  about  1,000  Proofs  were  issued  of 
the  1 887  non-overdate  as  offered  here.  Probably  2/3  of  the 
mintage  of  Proofs  of  this  date,  or  about  2,000  other  pieces, 
were  of  the  1887/6  overdate. 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  Mint 


State!  . 525 

1 889  MS-64.  Very  lustrous . 550 


Silver  M  Pieces 

Basic  information:  Silver  three-cent  pieces  were 
struck  from  1851-1873  inclusive,  and  were  made  in 
three  different  design  types  (1851-1853,  1854- 
1 858,  and  1859-1873).  Specimens  can  be  collected 
in  various  grades  for  the  years  from  1851-1862. 
After  1862,  most  known  examples  are  Proofs 
minted  for  collectors;  business  strikes  are  very  rare. 
There  is  only  one  branch  mint  issue  in  this  series, 
the  1851-0  from  New  Orleans. 

1853  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  little  cameo  gem. 
Brilliant . 1 ,385 


Superb  Gem  1854  3$ 


1 854  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  the  elusive  Type 


New  Purchases! 

This  issue  is  Filled  with  hundreds  of 
new  purchases.  You  get  first  pick  of  them 
right  here! 

Just  telephone  Gail  Watson  in  our  Di¬ 
rect  Sales  Department  at  1-800-222-5993 
and  she  will  take  care  of  your  order  today. 
Be  sure  to  ask  about  our  Order  It  Today, 
Enjoy  It  Tomorrow  overnight  service! 


11  design.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply 
struck,  and  especially  desirable  as  such.  Any 
way  you  look  at  it,  here  is  one  of  the  finest  qual¬ 
ity  1 854  “trimes”  to  be  offered  in  a  long  while. 

A  prize  item  for  the  connoisseur! . 5,1 50 

1 854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  the  Type  II  design.  Far 
above  average  strike,  too!  . 1,595 

Remarkable  Gem  1855  3<t  Rarity 
Lowest  Mintage  of  Type 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 
The  lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1858 
Type  II  design.  Nice  strike,  too!  All  in  all,  re¬ 
markable! .  3,195 

A  coin  like  this  prompts  us  to  be  very  enthusiastic.  In  all 
instances,  we  GUARANTEE  that  when  you  see  the  quality 
for  yourself  you  will  be  equally  pleased — or  your  money  back! 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty. 
Attractive  delicate  golden  toning . 1,150 

1 86 1  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  Well-struck  for 
the  issue,  with  a  slight  weakness  on  the  reverse 
(not  unusual  for  this  date) . 1,150 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  475 

1862/1  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  695 

1864  MS-63  (NGC).  Very  scarce  date.  Exception¬ 
ally  sharply  struck . 995 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 
men  of  a  really  rare  date! . 875 

1 868  AU-53  (PCGS).  Most  probably  a  /-W/which 

was  lightly  circulated.  Very  rare  date;  normally 
seen  in  Proof  finish,  if  seen  at  all . 495 

1869  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  prooflike.  A  gem  speci¬ 

men  of  this  very  rare  date.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 1 ,395 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  Superb  blue  and  iridescent 

toning.  A  true  business  strike  { not  a  misattributed 
Proof),  and  exceedingly  rare  as  such . 1,695 

1 872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Superb  delicate  toning  over 
deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  really  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen!  Rare  in  this  grade . 975 


Basic  information:  Shield  nickels  were  produced 
from  1866  through  1883  inclusive.  All  specimens 
of  1 866  and  a  few  of  1 867  were  struck  with  rays 
on  the  reverse.  Later  issues  have  no  rays. 

There  were  many  problems  encountered  at  the 
Mint  when  striking  Shield  nickels.  As  a  result,  dies 
wore  quickly  and  often  shattered.  The  typical  Mint 
State  specimen,  viewed  under  magnification,  is  apt 
to  show  a  number  of  die  breaks,  repunchings,  and 
other  evidences  of  this,  some  of  which  can  be  quite 
fascinating.  Proofs  are  available  of  all  dates,  al¬ 


though  the  1 866  is  scarce  and  the  1 867  With  Ravs 
is  a  major  rarity. 

Sharp  Gem  1866  Nickel 


1866  With  Rays.  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of 
issue.  Sharply  struck  (very  unusual  for  this  date), 
frosty,  and  lustrous.  A  premium  quality  example 
for  the  connoisseur;  not  one  in  10  coins  has  this 
aesthetic  appeal . 2,450 

If  you  are  building  a  collection  of  American  coins  by 
design  types,  we  note  that  with  sharply  struck  features  the 
!  866  With  Rays  nickel  is  one  of  the  most  elusive  coins  of  its 


era. 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 159 

1867  No  Rays.  AU-58 . 69 


1869  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  ...695 
1869  Triple-punched  date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Under 
magnification  the  date  is  extensively  multiple 
punched.  A  very  interesting  item  for  the  special¬ 
ist!  . 895 

1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
champagne  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 

scarce  date . 995 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant 
with  delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve 

seen .  1 ,195 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache) . 219 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces. 
Brilliant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five- 

cent  series . 795 

1883/2  Breen-2526.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces  display  warm  golden  toning 
and  frosty  cartwheel  lustre . 795 

Breen-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  second 
8  and  3  in  date.  A  key  issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 

UIhtIv  lli'iiil  Mi  krls 

Basic  information:  Liberty  Head  nickels  were 
struck  for  circulation  from  1883-1912,  and  in  a 
special  limited  edition  for  collectors  (just  five 
pieces)  in  1913. 

The  relatively  inexpensive  1883  nickel  without 
CENTS  on  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  famous 
coins  in  American  coinage,  as  it  represents  a  mint 
design  error.  The  public  thought  that  these  would 
become  very  valuable,  and  coins  were  hoarded  in 
quantity.  Today,  this  is  one  of  the  most  available 
Liberty  nickels  as  a  result. 

Scarce  issues  include  1885,  1886,  191  2-S,  al¬ 
though  a  number  of  others  are  hard  to  find  in 
higher  grades.  In  your  editor’s  opinion,  this  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  issues  in  American  coinage. 
1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  nice  coin  lor  a  type  set.  Just  acquired.  925 
1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  ..425 

The  1883  1  iberty  nickel  without  (  I  NTS  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  coins  of  this  denomination.  In  tlu  1880s 
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much  print  was  devoted  to  the  rarity  of  the  issue,  with  the 
result  that  many  were  saved;  today  it  is  the  most  plentiful  of 
alt  Libertv  Head  nickels  in  Mint  State!  As  the  word  CENTS 
appears  nowhere  on  the  coin,  some  citizens  gold-plated  them 
and  passed  them  oft  as  “$S  gold  pieces”  (which  were  of  similar 


diameter). 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64 . 85 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  toning.  245 
1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  Rare 

in  business  strike  form . 725 

1888  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 190 

1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  Use  this  issue  to  fill  your  want  list!  ...259 
1894  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine.  .850 


In  early  1894  Indian  cents  and  Liberty  nickels  accumu¬ 
lated  in  the  federal  Sub- Treasuries,  and  production  of  new 
pieces  was  halted.  It  later  resumed,  first  for  the  cents,  but  the 


result  was  a  low-mintage  year  for  minor  coins. 

1894  MS-60 . 179 

1900  MS-65.  Nicely  struck  with  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 495 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck . 185 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .495 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and  attractive 

coin . 495 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem . 495 

1909  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine.  575 

1911  MS-63 . 89 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 165 

1 9 1 2-S  EF-40.  A  sharp  specimen . 525 

1912-S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 525 

191 2-S  VF-30 . 349 


ItiiiTalo  iVirkrls 

Basic  information:  Buffalo  nickels  are  very 
popular,  and  we  endeavor  to  maintain  a  nice  inven¬ 
tory  of  them,  as  acquisition  opportunities  present 
themselves.  More  so  than  for  any  other  design  of 
this  denomination,  quite  a  bit  of  picking  and  choos¬ 


ing  is  needed  to  select  nice  Buffalo  nickels. 

1913  Type  I.  MS-65 . 87 

1913  Type  I.  MS-63 . 42 

1913  Type  I.  MS-60 . 35 

1913  Type  I.  AU-50 . 23 

191 3-D  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Very  attractive . 450 

191 3-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1 9 1 3-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 1 95 

1913-SType  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 630 

1 9 1 3-S  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 630 

1913-SType  I.  MS-64  (NGC) . 189 


1913-SType  1.  EF-45 . 49 

1913  Type  IF  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1913 Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1913-D  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning . 365 


Important  Gem  191 3-S  Type  II  5<f 
Traditional  Rarity 


1 9 1 3-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but  quite 
unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few  high- 
grade  pieces  are  around).  The  specialist  will  re¬ 
ally  appreciate  this  one!  Your  satisfaction  is 

guaranteed! .  3,950 

191 3-S  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen!.  Whenever  we  see  a  very  nice  1913- 
S  Type  II  at  a  reasonable  price,  we  buy  it!  975 
1913-SType  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 975 

1913-SType  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Hard  to 

find  variety.  . 575 

1913-SType  II.  MS-60.  Ever  popular  rarity.  .335 

1913- SType  II.  AU-50 . 280 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  399 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lightly  struck  (but 

not  mentioned  on  the  holder) . 138 

1914- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .440 

1914-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Not  easy 

to  find  at  this  grade  level.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed!  .  595 

1914-S  MS-63 . 365 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..365 

1914- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 195 

1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1915  MS-64 . 115 

1915- D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  deli¬ 
cate  toning . 335 

1915-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .335 

1915-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 169 

191  5-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing .  759 

1916  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 98 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 


Memorable  Gem  191 6-D  5<f 
Among  finest  seen 


1916-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous, 
and  brilliant.  One  of  the  nicest  quality  1916- 

D  Buffalo  nickels  we  have  ever  seen . 3,850 

1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 
display  attractive  rose  toning  highlights.  ..499 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned. 

A  very  pleasing  specimen.  Just  acquired.  ..  499 
1916-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light  and  quite  at¬ 


tractive  toning . 199 

191 6-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 530 

1916- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..329 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1917  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1917- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  and  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive.  Very  elusive  so  nice . 699 


1918  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  delicate  toning.  ..499 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satin-like  surfaces. 

A  beauty!  In  terms  of  quality  this  will  challenge 
any  number  of  MS-64  coins!  . 499 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned  gem.  420 
1919  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  175 

Gem  1919-S  Nickel 


1919- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  with 

some  hints  of  iridescence.  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  of  an  issue  which  is  rarely  seen  at  this  grade 
level.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 3,675 

Remarkable  1920  Nickel 
1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  dazzling,  lus¬ 
trous  gem!  . 1 ,950 

1920  MS-64.  Brilliant . 230 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 

with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 
issue  at  this  grade  level . 1,450 

Gem  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  a  San  Francisco  Mint 
issue  that  is  rarely  seen  at  this  grade  level.  3,895 


Award-Winning  Display 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter 
from  D.B.: 

“Over  the  past  several  years  I  have  won 
some  very  nice  awards  for  my  coin  displays 
and  all  because  of  the  special  plastic  ‘King- 
swood’  holders  I  bought  from  your  com¬ 
pany.  ( )ne  specific  display  has  also  brought 


me  much  additional  publicity — this  being 
the  U.S.  Commemorative  Coin  series.  Be¬ 
cause  I  am  the  District  Delegate  for  the  ANA 
in  Connecticut  and  also  a  member  of  the 
Commemorative  Society  (SUSCC),  I  am 
often  asked  to  put  my  collection  on  display 
and  also  give  talks  on  various  pieces.” 
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Coin  Quiz 

Look  It  Up! 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  1 0  different  authors  and  books 
or  other  reference  sources  relating  to  United  States  coins  or 
book  collecting.  How  many  can  you  identify?  Get  six  or  more 
right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and 
you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  1 0  correct, 
and  you  should  be  on  the  staff  of  a  numismatic  library. 
(Questions  3  and  4  are  admittedly  zingers;  on  the  other  hand, 
10  should  be  a  snap.) 

1 .  You  are  doing  research  on  numerical  grading,  and  as 
part  of  your  inquiries  you  may  want  to  consult  an  article  on 
the  subject  that  appeared  in  the  1890s  in: 

a.  Haseltine’s  Type  Table. 

b.  The  Numismatist. 

c.  Coins,  Medals,  and  Seals. 

d.  The  Chapman  brothers’  catalogue  of  the  Winsor 
Collection. 

2.  The  year  is  1982,  and  you  want  to  find  a  source  for 
current  values  of  United  States  coins.  A  good  place  to  look  is: 

a.  A  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins. 

b.  The  Standard  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Coins. 

c.  Scott’s  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Coins. 

d.  The  market  section  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
Magazine. 

3  •  What  numismatists  today  call  “clash  marks’’ — caused 
when  a  pair  of  dies  come  together  without  an  intervening 
planchet — were  called  “akcidefect  marks’  in  this  book: 

a.  Early  American  Cents  by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon, 
1949. 

b.  Register  of  U.S.  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  by  M.L. 
Beistle,  1929. 

c.  An  Illustrated  History  ofU.S.  Commorative  Coinage 
by  Don  Taxay,  1967. 

d.  Photograde  by  James  F.  Ruddy,  1970. 

4.  What  numismatists  today  call  “clash  marks’’ — caused 
when  a  pair  of  dies  come  together  without  an  intervening 
planchet — were  called  “suction  marks”  in  this  book: 

a.  Coins  and  Collectors  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  1 964. 

b.  Bust  Half  Eever  by  Edgar  Souders,  1995. 

c.  A  Handbook  of  U.S.  Coins,  1941. 

d.  The  U.S.  Early  Silver  Dollarsby  M.H.  Bolender,  1950. 


3  •  At  one  time  some  collectors  of  half  cents 
took  sides  as  to  which  half-cent  book  author  had 
produced  the  best  reference  on  that  series.  1  he 
two  authors,  now  both  deceased,  were: 

a.  J.P.  Seeburg  and  Edwin  A.  Link. 

b.  Roger  Cohen,  Jr.,  and  Walter  Breen. 

c.  Harvey  H.  Nininger  and  Lewis 
Feuchtwanger. 

d.  Henry  Chapman  and  David  Broskey. 

(S.  1  he  phrases  and  names  “Scott  Stamp  & 
Coin  Co.,”  “Montauk,”  “Walter  Breen,”  “Stan¬ 
dard  Catalogue,”  “Oregon  Trail  half  dollars,” 
“mentor  to  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,”  “banker  in  Con¬ 
necticut,”  “Olga,”  “James  G.  Macallister,”  and 
“Col.  Ellsworth  Collection"  are  all  significant  in 
the  biography  of  this  dealer  and  author: 

a.  Robert  Bashlow. 

b.  Stanley  Apfelbaum. 

c.  Richard  S.  Yeoman. 

d.  Wayte  Raymond. 

7 •  The  credits  of  prolific  numismatic  author  Eric  P. 
Newman  include  articles  and  books  on: 

a.  Good  Samaritan  shilling,  1776  Continental  “dollars, 

1 787  Fugio  cents,  1 804  $  1 ,  and  1 773  Virginia  halfpennies. 

b.  1793  cents,  1781  North  American  token,  and  the  Carson 
City  Mint. 

c.  Vermont  copper  coins  1785-1788,  1795  $1  with  Mint- 
inserted  plug,  U.S.  coin  values,  1804  $1,  and  U.S.  coin 
grading. 

d.  Indian  cents,  counterstamped  Capped  Bust  half  dollars, 
and  the  1790  Standish  Barry  silver  threepence. 

8 .  Over  the  years  many  American  numismatic  books  have 
been  written  on  many  subjects.  This  author’s  1875  book  has 
never  been  rendered  obsolete  by  the  work  of  a  later  author  and 
is  still  a  foundation  stone  in  any  library  of  the  series  it  describes. 

a.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  on  American  numismatic  his¬ 
tory. 

b.  James  Ross  Snowden  on  Washington  tokens  and  medals. 

c.  George  G.  Evans  on  the  history  of  the  U.S.  Mint. 

d.  Sylvester  S.  Crosby  on  American  colonial  coins. 

If  your  leisure  hours  reading  includes  articles  and 
books  by  such  authors  as  Salyards,  Sheldon,  Noyes,  Wright, 
Newcomb,  Maris,  Lapp,  and  Grellman,  chances  are  you  enjoy 
the  speciality  of: 

a.  Repunched  mintmarks  (RPMs). 

b.  U.S.  half  cents  1793-1857. 

c.  U.S.  large  cents  1793-1857. 

d.  Hard  Times  tokens  1832-1844. 

10  .  The  most  valuable  collection  of  American  numismatic 
literature  ever  auctioned  was  the  $  1 ,000,000  library  formed  by: 

a.  James  Swan  Randall. 

b.  A.S.W.  Rosenbach. 

c.  Dr.  George  Fuld. 

d.  Armand  Champa. 
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NICKEL  EIVE-CENT  PIECES 


1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  2 1 0 
1923-S  MS-63.  A  scarce  branch  mint  issue.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  surfaces . 785 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find  tor  the 
specialist . 3,150 

1925- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  gem  just  added  to  our  stock.  ...  1,395 

Reverse  rotated  45°  to  the  right;  an  unusual  situation  (but 
we  have  not  increased  the  price  to  reflect  this — it  comes  as 
an  “extra  feature”). 

1925-D  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Weakly  struck  (as  is 
normal  for  this  variety) . 350 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 


this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series . 1,850 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 72 

1926-D  MS-64.  Light  golden  gray  toning.  Above 

average  strike,  notably  so,  and  probably  in  the 
upper  5%  sharpness-wise  among  extant  1926- 

D  nickels . 1 ,099 

1926-S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 865 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 


1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning.  98 
1927-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  gorgeous  coin  with  a 


whisper  of  toning . 550 

1927-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Delicate  toning 

over  lustrous  surfaces . 285 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 


Notable  1927-S  Nickel 


1927S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  gray  toning 
over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  especially  nice 


specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  in 

gem  grade . 3,750 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning. 
Beautiful! . 145 


Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5<£ 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 


surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 

grade  level . 5,495 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  beautiful.  615 

1928- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1929  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 


1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

I 'DA  S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  \  0 

1929-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights . 125 

1930  MS-63 . 49 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 475 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 130 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem.  Buy  one  for 

just . 195 

The  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  1930s 
in  this  series;  just  1.2  million  pieces  were  struck. 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces . 240 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 390 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 155 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 73 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 73 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 73 


1936  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant..  1,095 

The  first  deliveries  of  Proof  1936  cents  and  nickels — the 
first  Proofs  sold  to  collectors  since  the  cessation  of  such  spe¬ 
cial  coinage  in  1916 — were  somewhat  satiny  in  their  finish, 
sort  of  a  hybrid  between  the  old-style  Matte  Proof  and  the 
traditional  “mirror”  or  “brilliant”  Proof. 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 36 

1937  Proof-64.  Light  golden  toning.  One  of  just 

two  years  Buffalo  nickels  were  struck  with  mir¬ 
ror  Proof  finish.  A  nice  coin  for  a  high-grade 
type  set . 875 

1937- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

Choice  1937-D  3-Legged 


1937-D  3  Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Medium 
golden  gray  toning.  A  choice,  above  average 
example  of  what  is  probably  the  most  famous 

single  coin  in  the  Buffalo  series . 3,450 

1937-D  3  Legged.  EF-40 . 485 

1937-D  3  Legged.  F-15 . 283 

1937- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 189 

1938- D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  gem  speci¬ 

men  of  this  curious  and  popular  overmintmark. 
Everyone  with  a  low-power  magnifying  glass 
should  own  a  specimen! . 210 

1938- D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

■Ir  ITit, son  Nickels 

1939- D  AU-58 . 27 

1942-P  Proof-65 . 119 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 29 


Trio  of  San  Francisco  Struck 
Buffalo  Nickels 


including  key  date  1931-S 

All  NGC  Certified  MS-65 


cXV 

One  of  the  most  popular  collect-  1930-S  and  the  elusive  1931-S  (see¬ 
ing  series,  Buffalo  nickels  go  out  our  ond  lowest  mintage  in  the  series.)  We 
door  as  fast  as  they  come  in!  Only  expect  these  to  go  quickly  so  call 

three  sets  are  avail-  _  Gail  Watson  imme- 

able  at  the  discounted  diately  to  reserve 

price  of  $975,  each  4  _/  your  set  at  this  spe- 

containinga  1929-S,  X  M'V/)!  cial  pric< 
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Oak  Island: 

201-Year-Old  Riddle 


by  Sam  Lukes 


Looking  downward  into  Bore¬ 
hole  10-X  after  tank  car  used 
for  casing  has  been  vertically 
sunk. 


This  is  the  conclusion  of  the  article  begun  in  Rare  Coin  Review 

#109. 

In  a  nearby  wooden  shed,  Dan  Blankenship  sat  watching  a 
closed-circuit  monitor  as  the  camera  in  Borehole  1 0-X  reached 

the  void  at  230  feet.  Sud¬ 
denly,  Blankenship  was 
shocked  as  he  viewed  a  half- 
clenched,  flesh-covered 
hand  severed  at  the  wrist 
and  dangling  in  front  ol  the 
camera  lens,  suspended  in 
the  water!  Disbelieving  what 
he  was  seeing,  Blankenship 
jumped  to  the  doorway  of 
the  cabin  yelling  lor  the 
three  other  workers  to  come 
inside.  One  at  a  time,  he 
queried  each  as  to  what  they 
saw  on  the  screen  and  each 
was  in  agreement  in  identi¬ 
fying  the  grisly  appendage 
as  being  a  human  hand.  As  a  ploy  to  possibly  dissuade  the  trio 
from  what  they  were  sure  they  were  seeing,  Blankenship 
accused  them  of  having  dropped  a  work  glove  accidentally  into 
the  hole  to  which  one  worker  reacted  with:  “Glove?  hell!  I  can 
see  some  fingernails  and  there  are  bones  sticking  out  of  the 
wrist!”  It  was  unanimous  what  all  four  men  had  seen.  The 
hand  remained  in  view  for  several  minutes  until  the  camera 
bumped  it  out  of  sight. 

If  the  severed  hand  was  startling,  what  lay  immediately 
ahead  would  be  even  more  unbelievable!  Ensuing  visions  from 
the  camera  soon  revealed  what  appeared  to  be  three  mariner- 
type  sea  chests  (“one  with  a  clearly  visible  handle”)  and  several 
wooden  beams  or  logs  piled  on  the  bottom  of  the  chamber  to 
one  side.  Several  planks  with  dowels  protruding  from  them  also 
came  into  view.  Last  but  not  least,  the  camera  lens  focused  on 
the  most  incredulous  sight — a  human  corpse  still  exhibiting 
hair  and  flesh  appeared  to  be  slumped  against  the  cavern  wall! 

Still-photographs  of  the  findings  were  taken  directly  off 
the  monitor  screen  with  a  flash  camera  but  the  pictures  were 
not  of  very  good  quality  and  remain  inconclusive. 

A  physiologist  studying  the  photos  of  the  corpse  reported: 
“The  outline  of  a  body.  Jaw  and  mouth  very  realistic;  no  teeth 


in  evidence.  Suggests  body  in  a  sitting  posi¬ 
tion  originally,  then  toppled  over."  A  leading 
pathologist  from  Halifax  also  determined 
that  human  flesh  could  be  virtually  preserved 
from  decomposition  given  an  airlessand  brinv 
environmental  entombment.  It  was  also 
speculated  the  human  hand  been  severed 
from  the  same  corpse  by  the  drill  which  had 
bitten  into  the  chamber  previously. 

Next  it  was  decided  that  Borehole  1 0-X  be 
personally  explored,  so  Triton  hired  a  team  of 
professional  divers  to  descend  to  the  bottom 
of  the  pit.  Wearing  a  wetsuit  and  a  helmet  in 
which  air  would  be  received  from  a  surface 
compressor,  a  diver  was  lowered  by  means  of 
acableinto  10-X.  He  reported  extreme  murki¬ 
ness  at  1 70  feet  and  1 0  feet  lower,  his  helmet 
began  to  twist  because  of  the  strong  water  current.  Other  divers 
made  separate  descents  a  week  later  but  even  with  strong 
underwater  lights,  visibility  continued  being  impossible,  and 
the  constant  erosion  of  the  void  rendered  further  dives  as  being 
too  dangerous. 

Not  until  autumn  of  1976  would  a  major  dive  be  resumed  in 
10-X.  Two  pumps  with  a  combined  capability  of  pumping  out 
two  million  gallons  of  water  per  day  were  installed  near  Borehole 
1 0-X.  Meanwhile,  the  steel  casing  leading  down  to  the  1 80-foot 
level  was  honeycombed  with  many  eight-inch  diameter  obser¬ 
vation  windows  cut  out  with  an  acetylene  torch  for  better 
viewing  of  any  possible  artificial  voids  which  might  have  existed 
behind  the  casing. 

With  everything  readied  for  the  memorable  dive,  Dan 
Blankenship  was  fitted  with  a  two-way  headset  telephone 
hooked  to  a  surface  tape  recorder  and  was  carefully  lowered 
into  1 0-X  on  a  winch-operated  cable.  Descending  to  the  1 45- 
foot  level,  he  heard  a  sudden  rumbling  above  him  and  began 
feeling  pieces  of  small  debris  falling  upon  his  head  and 
shoulders.  Realizing  a  cave-in  was  imminent,  he  began  shout¬ 
ing  into  his  headset:  “Bring  me  up!  Bring  me  up!  Out,  out, 
out!”  The  surface  winch  was  immediately  operated  at  full 
speed;  it  then  stalled  and  within  seconds  was  restarted  again 
during  at  which  time  Dan  began  yelling  all  the  more  franti¬ 
cally:  “Keep  bringing  me  out.  Don’t  stop!  Bring  me  up!  It's  still 
over  my  head.  Over  my  head!  Bring  me  up!  Bring  me  up!” 

Ascending  above  the  90- 
foot  mark,  Blankenship  wit¬ 
nessed  the  steel  casing  being 
crushed  like  the  fragile  shell  of 
an  egg,  unable  to  withstand  the 
enormous  pressure  which  was 
thrust  upon  it.  The  casing  had 
obviously  become  weakened  by 
the  myriad  of  observation  holes 
which  had  been  previously  cut 
out.  Within  moments,  tons  of 
heavy,  wet  mud  began  oozing 
into  the  doomed  shaft. 

Between  the  first  warning 
at  145  feet  and  his  ascension  back  above  the  95-foot  level,  35 
seconds  had  elapsed  before  the  casing  deteriorated.  A  mere  five 
seconds  longer  and  Dan  Blankenship  would  have  become  Oak 
Island’s  seventh  known  fatality  in  181  years!  (This  writer  returned 


A  truck  with  drilling  ap¬ 
paratus  utilized  on  the 
island. 
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to  Oak  Island  in  attendance  of  a  solemn  open-air  service  last  year  For  the 
dedication  of  a  monument  in  memoriam  to  the  six  men  who  lost  their 

lives  while  attempting 
to  solve  the  now  20 1  - 
year-old  mystery). 

Since  the  cave-in  of 
Borehole  10-X,  the 
shaft  has  been  re-exca- 
vated  and  the  crumpled 
casing  removed  and 
replaced  by  four  mas¬ 
sive  railroad  tank  cars, 
the  innovative  brain¬ 
child  of  Daniel 
Blankenship. 

The  34-foot  long 
cars  weighing  several 
tons  each  were  pur¬ 
chased  by  Triton  on 
the  mainland  and 
hauled  over  the  cause¬ 
way  in  1978  to  the 
excavation  site.  1  he  ends  were  first  sliced  off  the  eight-foot  diameter 
hollow  cylinders  which  were  then  reinforced  internally  with  steel  cross¬ 
braces  for  more  lateral  support.  Each  section  was  also  fitted  with  metal 
ladders  welded  against  the  half-inch  thick  steel  shells.  It  would  take 
many  long  and  tedious  hours  over  a  period  of  two  years  before  the  four 
sections  were  subsequently  sunk  into  position  to  form  the  casing  for 
Borehole  10-X  and  welded  vertically  together.  By  1980,  the  shaft  had 
been  excavated  to  1 26  feet,  but  due  to  some  unfortunate  differences  of 
opinion  among  some  of  the  Triton  membership,  the  project  was 
discontinued  for  nearly  six  years. 

Work  on  1 0-X  was  resumed  in  1986,  and  by  J une  of  1 987  the  shaft 
was  continued  to  a  depth  of  150  feet.  By  August,  Blankenship  had  sunk 
10-X  to  167  feet,  but  since  nothing  major  or  conclusive  had  been 
discovered,  it  was  decided  to  abandon  the  shaft  once  more. 

Since  the  establishment  of  Triton  Alliance  Ltd.  in  1969,  the 
company  has  invested  nearly  three  million  dollars  in  attempting  to 
solve  the  Oak  Island  puzzle.  They  are  currently  in  the  process  of 

preparing  to  spend 
an  additional  $10 
million  making  Oak 
Island  the  world’s 
costliest  treasure 
hunt! 

The  “Big  Dig,  ’’as 
it  is  being  referred 
to,  will  undertake 
the  most  technically 
sophisticated  and 
most  monumental 
and  collective  at¬ 
tempts  of  any  trea¬ 
sure-hunting  com¬ 
pany  to  try  and  wrest  from  Oak  Island  its  centuries-old  secrets,  thus 
solving  the  elusive  mystery  once  and  for  all. 

Plans  include  sinking  a  massive,  steel-lined  shaft  within  the  entirety 
of  the  original  Money  Pit  and  beyond.  The  chamber  will  measure  some 


80  feet  in  diameter  and  will  extend  200  feet  deep  at  a  downward  slope 
encroaching  bedrock.  T  he  width  of  the  enormous  pit  will  he  sufficient 
to  encompass  all  previous  holes  and  diggings  in  the  area  and  can  further 
be  strengthened  with  internal  ring  beams  and  cement.  Increased 
spaciousness  will  provide  workers  with  much  easier  accessibility  when 
encountering  certain  areas  of  interest. 

Four  strategically  positioned  water  pumping  stations  will  control 
any  flooding.  The  vastness  of  the  huge  pit  will  be  of  greater  benefit  as 
the  source  of  any  underground  water  when  encountered  can  be  more 
easily  pinpointed  and  ultimately  blocked  off. 

Finally,  Triton  plans  to  explore  additional  areas  of  potential 
promise  including  Borehole  10-X  and  Smith’s  Cove,  the  ominous 
source  of  one  of  the  island’s 
vexatious  flood  tunnels. 

When  the  final  chapter  of 
Oak  Island  has  been  recorded 
for  posterity  and  its  hidden  se¬ 
crets  revealed,  the  findings  will 
either  be  lauded  as  being  one  of 
the  greatest  archaeological  and 
historical  discoveries  of  the 
North  American  hemisphere, 
or. . .instead,  one  of  the  most 
expensively  cruel  and  diaboli¬ 
cally  sinister  hoaxes  of  all  time! 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: 

“The  Money  Pit’’  and  “The 
Big  Dig’’  by  D  arcy  O’Connor 
(1978  and  1988).  Triton  Alli¬ 
ance  Ltd.  prospectus,  Montreal, 

Canada  (David  C.  T obias,  presi¬ 
dent).  Daniel  C.  Blankenship, 
field  manager  of  Oak  Island,  Nova  Scotia.  Dan  Henskee,  engineer  and 
assistant  to  Daniel  C.  Blankenship. 

The  writer,  a  full-time  professional  numismatist,  is  owner-operator 
of  Sam  Lukes’  Numismatics  located  in  Fowler,  California. 

A  January  1965  article  appearing  in  Reader  ’s  Digest  first  piqued  his 
interest  in  Oak  Island. 

A  member  of  Triton  Alliance  Ltd.,  he  has  read,  investigated,  and 
researched  the  captivating  subject  for  over  30  years  and  first  set  foot  on 
Oak  Island  in  May  of  1978  where  he  spent  a  memorable  summer 
engaged  in  field  operations  attempting  to  discover  the  source  of  the 
mysterious  flood  tunnels. 

Tracking  Down  Information 

“Dear  Dave: 

“Several  weeks  ago,  I  had  Rick  Bagg  and  Cynthia  L.  LaCarbonara 
of  your  Auction  Department  do  a  research  project  for  me  concerning 
a  coin  which  had  sold  nearly  two  years  ago  in  one  of  your  sales. 

“They  put  out  a  lot  of  time  and  personal  effort  in  order  to  procure  the 
information  I  needed  and  I  really  appreciated  their  time  and  efforts  spend 
far  beyond  the  call  of  duty.  1  am  taking  this  opportunity  to  thank  both  of 
them  for  the  superb  job  they  did  for  me  and  my  research! 

“I  would  greatly  appreciate  your  passing  this  note  on  to  them  so 
they  will  be  aware  of  how  much  their  efforts  meant  to  me.’ 

— S.L. 


The  monument  erected  in  1995  in 
memoriam  to  the  six  men  who  lost 
their  lives  trying  to  solve  the  mystery  of 
Oak  Island. 


Engineer  Dan  Henskee  stands  near  rail¬ 
road  tank  cars,  and  water  pump  and  com¬ 
pressor  being  prepared  for  Borehole  10-X. 


Your  author,  Sam  Lukes,  serv¬ 
ing  as  communication’s  chief 
using  a  CB  unit  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  engineers  in  a  mo¬ 
torboat  circling  Oak  Island 
looking  for  origins  of  the 
flood  tunnels. 
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Half  Dimes 

Basic  information:  There  are  two  important  ref¬ 
erence  books  in  the  half  dime  series.  Daniel  W. 
Valentines  study,  United  States  Half  Dimes,  describes 
issues  from  1794-1837  (“V”  numbers),  while  an  in¬ 
formative  volume  by  A1  Blythe,  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  is  useful  for  the  col¬ 
lector  of  later  issues. 

Collecting  half  dimes  by  date  and  mintmark  is  a 
pleasant  pursuit,  and  a  number  of  our  clients  have 
built  nice  displays  within  this  specialty. 


Splendid  1796  Half  Dime 


1796  Valentine-1 .  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (NGC).  A 
splendid  specimen,  brilliant  and  very  sharply 
struck,  the  latter  being  highly  unusual.  All  de¬ 
tails  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  on  the  obverse  and 
the  breast  feathers  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse  are 

needle  sharp! . 13,900 

1 83 1  V-6.  Rarity  2.  MS-60.  Very  sharp  strike.  Bril¬ 
liant  with  delicate  toning . 395 

1  832  V-8.  Rarity  2.  AU-50.  Attractive  iridescent 
toning.  Probably  from  an  old-time  collec¬ 
tion .  199 


Superb  Prooflike  Gem  1833 


1833  V-l.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  superb  gem.  The  ob¬ 
verse  resembles  a  full  Proof  and  the  reverse  is 
frosty.  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  toning.  One  of  the 
finest  half  dimes  of  this  era  to  survive.  ..4,985 


1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 235 

1 833  V-5.  AU-58 . 295 

1 836  V-4.  AU-50 . 210 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


Liberty  Seated  Hall  Himes 


Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


Proof  1837  Half  Dime 


1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  Proof-62  (NGC). 
Triple-punched  8  in  date.  Only  a  few  are  known, 
and  some  of  these  are  impaired.  The  present 
coin,  just  added  to  our  stock,  is  a  brilliant,  glit¬ 
tering  cameo  of  exquisite  appeal  and  will  be  a 

highlight  in  any  collection . 6,950 

Walter  Breen  in  his  Proof  coin  Encyclopedia,  p.  66,  states 
that  20+  Proofs  were  struck  from  these  dies  on  July  25,  1 837. 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  first 


year  of  the  design . 1 ,950 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  EF-40 . 19S 


1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty 
gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your  type  set.  695 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful 
light  iridescent  toning.  A  superb,  dazzling  gem! 
The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this  one;  ideal 
for  a  type  set  or  specialized  collection.  2,450 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem . 725 

1844  V-3b.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partly  repunched 

date.  Light  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  An  outstanding  example . 2,095 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 

tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning .  95 


1849/8/6  MS-65  (NGG).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6 
very  bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass’  this  is  a 
spectacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 

seen . 3,250 

1851-0  AU-50 . 195 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 1,895 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .850 
1 853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  little  gem. 

Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning . 750 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with 

attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid  coin . 375 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 

of  toning.  Struck  from  clashed  dies . 265 

1853  Arrows.  EF-40 . 49 

1853-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  cousin . 950 


1854  Proof  Rarity 


1854  Arrows.  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  splendid  Proof 
specimen  of  this  rarity.  Brilliant  centers  change 
to  gunmetal-blue,  gray,  and  iridescent  toning  at 
the  borders.  A  highly  important  find  for  the  half 
dime  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  coin  collec¬ 
tor.  . 6,950 

In  1854  sets  of  Proof  silver  coins  were  distributed  on  a 
limited  basis,  and  today  only  a  few  dozen  specimens  exist  ot 
the  smaller  denominations.  (Proof  sets  were  first  gcncralh  sold 
to  the  public  in  1858,  in  which  year  210  or  more  sets  were 
distributed.) 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 


trous . 825 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1854  Arrows.  AU-S0 . 1  10 
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1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 135 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 

lew  hints  ol  delicate  toning . 975 

1856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  ol 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 675 

As  a  general  rule.  New  Orleans  Mint  half  dimes  in  Mint 
State  are  much  rarer  than  their  Philadelphia  counterparts. 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  Lustrous 

and  beautiful.  Consider  this  beauty  for  your 
type  set! . 1,650 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  ol  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 695 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  695 

1858  AU-55.  (ANACS  Cache) . 1 19 

1858  Over  Inverted  Date.  AU-50 . 295 

The  engraver  at  the  Mint  first  punched  the  1858  date 
logotype  upside  down,  realized  his  error,  and  then  corrected 
it.  However,  much  of  the  error  (inverted  date)  is  still  sharply 
visible.  One  of  the  most  curious  errors  in  American  numis¬ 
matics. 

1859  Prool-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 725 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  of  Anthony 
Paquet.  There  are  slight  differences  in  the  obverse  design, 
most  notably  hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and  somewhat  slim¬ 
mer  than  usual  arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  branch  mint 
gem,  richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal-blue 
and  deep  gold.  A  prize  acquisition  for  the  con¬ 


noisseur.  . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 395 


Gem  I860  Transitional  Half  Dime 


1860  Pollock-31 5,  Judd-267.  Transitional  issue. 
Obverse  of ’59,  reverse  of ’60.  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  classic,  highly  desired  and  quite  famous  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  half  dime  series.  A  far  above  average 
specimen  of  this  issue,  which  normally  is  very 
flatly  struck.  The  obverse  is  well-struck  on 
nearly  all  stars  (the  stars  have  hollow  points;  a 
feature  of  the  1859  year,  and  additionally  used 
only  on  this  1860-dated  transitional  half  dime, 
not  on  other  1860  pieces).  The  reverse  is  far 
above  average.  From  the  viewpoint  of  quality, 
this  piece  is  in  the  upper  1 0%  of  surviving  speci¬ 
mens . 7,250 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  just  100 
of  these  were  struck.  This  is  sometimes  known  as  the  “state¬ 
less  half  dime  inasmuch  as  the  legend  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMF(RI(  1A  appears  nowhere  on  the  coin! 

1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  beautiful.  ..395 
1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
seen  of  this  elusive  variety. . 1,750 


We  are  not  100%  convinced  that  this  variety  is  an 
overdate,  but,  what  the  heck,  if  everyone  calls  it  that,  at  least 
you  know  the  variety  to  expect.  A  “blob”  appears  at  the  final 
1  in  the  date. 

1861/0  AU-58.  Highly  lustrous . 325 

Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 
of  one  ol  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 
business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 3,195 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted,  very  few  of 
which  were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin)  payments  were  sus¬ 
pended  from  mid- 1862  until  well  into  the  1870s.  Collectors 
desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1 863  date  ordered  Proofs.  Busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  exist  today. 

1864- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A 

high-grade,  outstanding  quality  specimen  of 
this  Civil  War  era  date . 1,295 

1865- S  AU-58.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .495 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 

ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1 ,450 

1867  Proof-63  (NGC).  As  a  business  strike  this  is 

a  scarcer  date,  however,  we  are  pricing  the  Proof 
issue  as  a  type  coin . 699 

1 867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 950 

1 867- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 

1868- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  gem 

of  exceptional  quality. . 985 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  rare  in  Mint 
State,  as  at  the  time  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in  col¬ 
lecting  mintmark  varieties.  The  demand  for  the  1 868  date  was 
filled  by  Proofs.  Accordingly,  the  survival  ofa  gem  Mint  State 
coin  such  as  this  1 868-S  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  Many 
if  not  most  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  were 
sent  to  the  Orient. 

1869  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1871-S  MS-63.  Brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  Gorgeous.  550 

Mintmark  above  bow,  as  always  on  1871-S. 

1871- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 199 

1872- S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Attractive  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning 
over  deeply  frosted  surfaces . 1,195 

1872- S  Mintmark  in  wreath.  MS-63 . 249 

1 873- S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Quite  probably 
as  nice  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  minted!  ....435 


Guar  an  teed  A  u  then  tici  ty 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


hi  HIPS 

Basic  information:  Early  dimes  1796-1837  are 
described  with  “JR"  numbers,  short  for  John  Reich 
(an  early  engraver  at  the  Mint),  as  described  in  the 
excellent  book  Early  United  States  Dimes  (1796- 
1837)  by  David  Davis  and  co-authors.  The  special¬ 
ist  in  later  dimes  may  wish  to  acquire  other  useful 
volumes  on  the  series,  including  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  (Brian  Greer),  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Barber  Dimes  (David  Lawrence),  and  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes  (David  W. 
Lange).  Each  of  these  contains  valuable  data  per¬ 
taining  to  striking,  varieties,  rarity,  and  availability. 
Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins  looms  large  over  this  and  other  se¬ 
ries,  and  contains  a  wealth  of  information. 

IliiiDPil  liusl  Dimes 

1796  John  Reich-2.  Rarity  4.  G-7.  Light  gray 
toning.  An  attractive  specimen  of  the  first  year 
of  issue . 1 ,250 


Brilliant  1827  Dime 


1827  JR-12  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  some¬ 


what  prooflike.  Bold  strike . 3,450 

1 829  JR-7.  AU-50 . 375 


Gem  1835  Dime 


1835  JR- 1 .  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  frosty  gem 
that’s  sure  to  please . 2,450 

l/iberly  tSealPil  Himes 

Gem  1837  No  Stars  10<f 


1837  No  Stars.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty.  A  very  attractive  specimen  ol 
this  popular  issue . 3,650 

Flat-top  1  (I-arge  Date).  Obverse  struck  from  a  shattered 
die,  and  quite  unusual  as  such. 

The  Liberty  Seated  motif  without  obverse  stars  was  used 
to  strike  1837  Philadelphia  Mint  and  1838-0  dimes  only 
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I  he  motif  was  adopted  from  Christian  Gobrecht’s  illustrious 
silver  dollar  of  1  836. 

1840  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilli  ant,  very 
sharply  struck,  and  highly  lustrous.  A  truly 
outstanding  early  Liberty  Seated  dime.  .  1 ,250 
1845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 

equivalent  pieces  exist . 1 , 1 00 

1846  AU-53  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
exceedingly  important  date.  Seldom  offered 

above  VF  grade . 1 ,895 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deep  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series . 1,850 

The  1 853  no  arrows  dime  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is  quite 
probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the  melt¬ 
ing  pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  February  21 , 
1853  (which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at  the  time 
they  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in  face  value). 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

Popular  type  coin . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned.  A 

beauty! . 750 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice! ....  1,795 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early 

New  Orleans  issue . 2,295 

1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces . 1,450 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were  ever 
released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 1,095 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  this  coinage  went  to  the 
Orient  and  was  melted. 

1866  EF-45.  Light  golden  toning.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  classic  low-mintage  dates  of 


this  era . 875 

1869-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1873  G-103.  No  Arrows.  Open  3.  EF-40  (ANACS 

Cache).  Centered  date . 119 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  10<f 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin . 2,1  50 

Lustrous  Gem  1873  With  Arrows 
1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  lus¬ 
trous  gem  specimen.  You’ll  love  the  quality  of 
this  one! . 2,1 50 


Gem  1873-S  Arrows  Dime 


1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  Com¬ 
bined  in  one  coin  are  the  aspects  of  high  grade, 
rarity,  and  aesthetic  appeal.  The  specialist  and 
connoisseur  will  find  this  superb  piece  to  be  a 
highlight  in  his  or  her  collection . 3,495 

In  this  grade,  the  1873-S  is  at  least  a  dozen  times  rarer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 

1875-CC  MS-60.  Mintmark  in  wreath.  Brilliant 

with  light  golden  toning . 249 

1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mintmark  below  bow. 
Brilliant . 525 

1875- S  Breen-3378.  Mintmark  above  bow.  MS-63 

(ANACS  Cache).  Light  golden  toning . 225 

1876- SType  II.  AU-58 . 95 

1878  MS-62  PQ  (Hallmark) . 185 

1878  Type  II.  AU-50 . 59 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 

rare . 795 

1880  Proof-50.  Rare . 325 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  ...875 
1 880  G-103.  AU-50.  Rare . 395 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1 ,395 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  of  its  era . 1,195 

Only  206,524  1886-S  dimes  were  minted  in  an  era  in 
which  collecting  by  mintmark  varieties  was  not  yet  popular 
(this  did  not  occur  until  after  the  publication  of  Augustus  G. 
Heaton’s  treatise,  Mint  Marks,  in  1893).  Accordingly,  few 
1 886-S  dimes  were  saved  in  Mint  State.  By  way  of  contrast, 
the  mintage  of  the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint  dime  was 
6,337,570  including  886  Proofs.  The  mintage  of  business 
strikes  was  thus  30  times  greater  than  for  the  1886-S,  thus 
increasing  their  chances  of  survival,  and  in  addition  the  886 
Proofs  were  specifically  sold  to  collectors.  As  can  be  seen,  the 
availability  of  an  1886-S  in  high  grade  as  here  offered  is  a  very 
special  occasion. 

1889  MS-64.  Frosty,  lustrous,  beautiful . 435 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 775 

The  1 889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era. 

1889-S  MS-60 . 385 

1 889- S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and  frosty, 

with  strong  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  A  key  is¬ 
sue . 385 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 235 

1890  AU-58 . 69 

1890- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with 

delicate  toning.  Of  somewhat  scarce  mintage, 
about  one-sixth  that  of  its  Philadelphia  Mint 
counterpart . 975 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 750 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 

somewhat  prooflike . 750 

1890-S  AU-50 . 145 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 


touch  of  attractive  toning,  last  year  of  Liberty 


Seated  coinage . 435 

1891  MS-63 . 215 

1891  MS-60.  Brilliant . 133 

1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


llarlHT  Ilnurs 

1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 


golden  toning.  First  year  of  the  type . 725 

1892-0  AU-58 . 110 


1894  Proof-64.  Light  gold  iridescence.  Especially 
desirable  year  as  related  business  strikes  are 
scarce.  You'll  like  the  quality  of  this  one!  ..795 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant,  frosty 
gem  of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years 
will  elapse  between  our  having  such  a  nice  busi¬ 


ness  strike  in  stock . 1,995 

1895  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rarest  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  Barber  dime . 1 , 1 50 

1895-0  F-12.  Rare  and  desirable . 695 


Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  Barber 
dime  issue.  You’ll  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this 

one!  . 2,950 

1896-S  AU-55.  Small  marks  on  obverse  (we  deducted 
$200+  for  these,  but  you  be  the  judge) . 435 

Lustrous  Gem  1897-0  Dime 


1897-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  deeply  frosty 
gem;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled  of  this  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  The 
Barber  dime  specialist  will  truly  appreciate  this 


beauty. . 2,950 

1898-S  AU-58 . 195 


QUALITY! 

It  pays  to  buy  quality.  1  n  that  way,  your 
first  cost  is  your  last  cost,  too!  Quality  never 
goes  out  of  style.  At  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  we  have  been  delivering  quality 
coins  to  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums 
ever  since  we  started  business  in  1 953,  and 
in  the  process  have  built  what  is  probably 
America’s  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership. 
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1 900- S  AU-58 . 119 

1901- S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike. 

An  exceptionally  sharp  strike.  One  ol  the  great 
highlights  in  the  Barber  dime  series,  this  splen¬ 
did  coin  can  be  yours  lor  only . 1 ,950 

1902- 0  MS-60 . 425 

1902- S  MS-62.  Lustrous,  with  some  marks.  .495 

1903  AU-55 . 69 

1903- 0  AU-50 . 115 

1903-S  MS-63.  Sharp  and  lustrous . 1,850 

Gem  1904-S  Dime 


1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  brilliant  and 
lustrous  gem  with  delicate  peripheral  toning. 
This  beauty  has  it  all.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  assembling  a  high-grade  set  of  Barber 
dimes.  Just  purchased,  and  offered  here  for  the 
first  time . 2,795 

1904- S  MS-60.  Lightly  Cleaned . 525 

1905- 0  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 125 

1905-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 529 

1905- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1906  AU-58 . 75 

1906- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  first  year  of 

Denver  Mint  coinage . 350 

1906-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces . 235 

1906- S  MS-63.  Earthquake  year  (was  this  coin 

made  before,  or  after?) . 525 

1907  AU-58 . 75 

1907- D  MS-60 . 285 

1908  Breen-3561.  Triple-punched  8  in  date.  AU- 

58 . 139 


1908- D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  date.  AU-58.  .  145 

1909  AU-58 . 75 

1909- S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  ma¬ 

genta  toning.  A  great  strike.  Quite  difficult  to 
locate  at  the  Mint  State  level . 795 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  toning . 750 

1910- D  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 135 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  795 

191 1  AU-58 . 75 

1911- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 725 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 795 


1 91 2-D  AU-58 . 75 

1913  AU-58 . 75 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1914  MS-63.  Lustrous . 155 

1914  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155 

1 9 1 4  MS-60.  I  usirous . 99 

1914  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 75 

1914-0  AU-58 . 75 

1915  AU-55 . 65 

1916  Barber  AU-58 . 75 


1916-S  Barber.  AU-58 . 75 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-50 . 59 


Mm  im  Himes 

Basic  information:  Designed  by  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  noted  sculptor  who  also  produced  the 
Liberty  Walking  hall  dollar,  this  series  has  been 
popular  from  the  early  days  onward.  The  new  sil¬ 
ver  designs  ol  1916 — the  “Mercury”  dime,  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter,  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lar — represented  a  high  point  in  artistry. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
From  a  small  group  of  these  put  away  at  the  time 

of  issue.  Buy  a  sparkling  gem  for  only . 58 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 52 

1916  Mercury.  AU-58 . 26 

1916- D  F-12  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  iridescent 

toning.  Key  issue  in  the  series . 1 , 1 50 

1917- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Superb!  .  1,185 

1917-D  MS-63  FB.  Golden  toning.  Scarce  so 

fine! .  770 

1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  full  band 
status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem . 1,350 

1917- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces.  Quite  close  to  the  Full  Band  status.  ...  315 

1918- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 

191 8-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

191 8- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning.  252 

1919- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  ol 

superb  quality.  . 2,015 

1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1919-D  dimes 

you’ll  find  anywhere . 799 

1919-D  AU-53 . 85 

1919-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  splash  ol 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  coin . 8 1 0 

1919- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  A  whisper  ol  light 

golden  toning.  Very  difficult  to  find  in  this 
quality.  . 1 ,285 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

frosty. . 350 

1920-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some 
areas  of  toning . 995 


Blazing  Gem  1921-D  Dime 


1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Nearly  lull  bands.  A  bril¬ 
liant,  very  frosty  and  very  beautiful  specimen  of 
this  highly-prized  low-mintage  Mercury  dime. 
You  will  have  to  look  a  long  time  to  find  its 

equal . 3,050 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Sel¬ 
dom  seen  at  this  grade  level . 1,595 

1923-S  MS-63.  Light  toning  over  lustrous  fields.  395 

1923-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1923-S  MS-61  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 280 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10C 
Where  Can  You  Find  Another? 


1924-D  MS-65  Full  Bands  (NGC).  A  superb 
specimen  ol  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have 

never  seen  a  nicer  one! . 3,295 

1924-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  wi{h  a  hint 

of  golden  toning . 495 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable  at 
this  level,  only  a  few  have  received  a  higher  grade 
from  PCGS.  A  fully  lustrous  specimen  with 
deep  iridescent  gold  at  the  rim.  A  nice  coin  for 


the  quality-conscious  specialist . 899 

1924- S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 

1925- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality! . 1,595 

1925- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,415 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC) . 525 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lrosty.315 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS) . 350 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 


1926-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade  level.  1 ,875 
1926-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  cameo  with 
delicate  golden  toning.  A  superb  specimen  of 


one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series . 1,595 

1927  AU-50 . 17 


1927-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 


Not  often  seen  with  this  quality. . 1,250 

1928-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 589 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 589 

1928-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
toning . 570 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

splashes  of  toning  on  the  obverse . 335 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1929- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 65 

1929-D  MS-65 . 78 

1929-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 


1930  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  65 


1930- S  AU-55 . 52 

1931- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1 93 1  -D  MS-65  (PCI).  A  frosty  gem.  Virtually  lull 

bands  on  the  reverse . 275 

1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1937  Proof-64.  Delicate  toning . 295 

1937-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 210 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing .  265 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 
toning . 295 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1940  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1940  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 


1940  MS-63 
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1940-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 30 

1940-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 28 

1940-S  MS-66.  Brilli  ant . 44 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 


Mint  State  1942/1  Overdate 


1942/1  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Quite  rare 
in  true  Mint  State;  at  least  100  to  200  times 
rarer  than  in  worn  grades.  This  piece  is  lustrous 
and  has  the  overdate  boldly  defined.  A  prize 

coin  for  the  Mercury  dime  specialist . 2,150 

1942/1-D  EF-40.  Several  multiples  rarer  than  the 


1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 575 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 10 

1944-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 22 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast!  Buy  one  for:  . 20 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  we  offer  it  at  this 

special  price!  . 20 

1945-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 24 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1945-D  MS-63 . 10 


1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  224 
1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 
1934-1945  Mercury  dime  set,  average  grade  is 
MS-65,  especially  brilliant  and  frosty,  housed 
in  a  Capital  Plastic  display  holder.  35  pieces,  one 
of  each  date  and  mintmark  (no  overdates  or 


Micro  S).  Put  away  years  ago . 1,295 

KooscvHl  Himes 

1949-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 


TwpiiIv-TpiiI  PiiMws 


1875-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 610 

1875-CC  AU-50 . 565 

1875-S  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 335 


Gem  Proof  1876  20 <t 


1876  Proof-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  heather 
toning  over  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  superb 
specimen,  and  rare  as  such . 5,950 

Splendid  Proof  1876  20 C 
1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20- 
cent  pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  If  you  have  an  eye 


for  quality,  you’ll  like  this  one! . 2,450 

1876  AU-55  (PCGS) . 575 


Gem  Proof  1878  20<t  Rarity 


1 878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  at  either 
the  Proof-64  or  Proof-65  levels.  Very  desirable 
as  a  low-mintage  Proof-only  date  and  also  as  the 
last  year  of  this  short-lived  series . 3,250 

Quarter  Dollars 

Basic  information:  Quarter  dollars  of  the  1796- 
1838  years  are  described  in  The  Early  Quarter  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States  1796-1838,  by  A.W.  Brown¬ 
ing  (“B”  numbers),  revised  by  Walter  Breen.  Col¬ 
lectors  of  later  quarters  will  find  such  titles  as  Larry 
Briggs  excellent  study  on  Liberty  Seated  coins.  The 


Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters  (David 
Lawrence),  and  Standing  Liberty  Quarters  (J.H. 
Cline)  to  be  a  desirable  adjunct  to  their  numismatic 
pursuit. 

IhaiHMi  lln\l  (hiarim 

1804  Browning- 1.  Rarity-3.  VC- 10.  1  ight  lilac 
and  gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  key 


issue . 1 ,395 

1806/5  B-l.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 350 

1818  B-2.  VF-30. . 365 

1818  B-2.VG-10 . 95 

1818  B-3.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 725 

1818  B-3.  VC-10 . 95 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F- 1 5 . 185 

1818  B-5.  Rarity-4.  F-15 . 195 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-8.  Rarity-3.  F-12 . 135 

1818  B-10.  EF-40 . 725 

1819  B- 1 .  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 2 1 5 

1819  B-3.  VF-30 . 325 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1820  B-2.  VG-8 . 85 

1820  B-4,  Breen-3902.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache). 

Pleasing  light  gray  and  iridescent  toning.  .825 

1820  B-5.  Rarity-5.  F-12 . 265 

1821  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1822  B-l .  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray,  golden,  and 
iridescent  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  ..  875 

1 825  B- 1 .  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 395 

1828  B-l.  EF-45.  Some  lustre  remains  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas . 850 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1828  B-3.  Rarity-4.  25  over  50C.  VF-35.  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  toning . 1 ,095 


This  identical  reverse  die  was  used  to  coin  certain  1822 
quarter  dollars.  The  engraver  thought  he  was  working  on  a 
half  dollar,  realized  his  error,  and  then  corrected  the  denomi¬ 


nation  to  read  25C. 

1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-4.  VG-8 . 75 


Gem  Proof  1831  Quarter 


1831  B-5.  Rarity-3.  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen  with  light  golden  brown 
toning  over  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  very 
pleasing  coin  from  both  a  technical  and  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint.  Further  important  as  the 
first  year  of  the  reduced -diameter  Capped  Bust 


design .  18,500 

1835  B-6.  EF-45 . 295 

1838  B-l.  AU-50 . 525 


Best- Kept  Secret 


The  following  letter  is  from  M.H.: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“I  have  always  considered  it  special  when 
I  hear  from  you  after  placing  an  order  with 
Bowers  and  Merena. 

“ Thank  you  for  handling  my  recent  order 
for  the  Roosevelt  medals  designed  by  Frank 
Gasparro.  They  arc  very  nice  and  1  am  pleased 
with  them.  I  would  like  to  comment  about 
your  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  08.  The  Currier 


&  Ives  cover  is  beautiful.  I  enjoyed  the 
photograph  ofyourself,  your  son  and  grand¬ 
son,  you  all  look  very  happy! 

“In  the  This  and  That’  section  is  mentioned 
that  one  your  friends  is  writing  a  mystery  novel 
set  in  1 859.  When  the  book  is  available,  please 
let  us  know.  I  must  read  this  book! 

“One  of  the  my  best  kept  secrets  about 
my  coin  collection  is  that  1  have  four  1859 
gold  dollars,  all  very,  very  nice!” 
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Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

IS  PLEASED  TO  PRESENT 


Importance  of  the  Collection 

In  1950,  with  the  acquisition  of 
the  only  known  specimen  of  the 
1873-CC  Without  Arrows  Liberty 
Seated  dime,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  did  what 
no  person  had  ever  done  before  (and 
what  no  one  has  done  since): 

After  a  quarter  century  of  effort  he 
completed  his  collection  of  United 
States  coins  from  half  cents  to  double 
eagles  by  date  and  mintmark. 

With  pleasure  we  present  to  the  numismatic  community  a 
vast  array  of  gems  from  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection 
in  what  will  surely  be  the  event  of  our  generation.  Many  of 
these  coins  have  been  owned  by  just  two  families  for  over  a 
century  as  they  w  ere  acquired  by  the  Clapp  family  in  the  1880s 
and  1890s — many  directly  from  the  mints — and  were  sold  only 
once  to  Louis  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Many  of  the  coins  are  referred  to  in 
scholarly  reference  books,  such  as  Valentine’s  half  dime  book 
and  Breen’s  Encyclopedia. 

The  coins  to  be  auctioned  have  been  in  the  original  sealed 
frames  since  the  1950s,  untouched  for  over  40  years  until  they 
were  prepared  for  cataloguing  for  their  sale  in  May  1996. 


book,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of Coins,  is  being  written  by  Q. 
David  Bowers.  Each:  $50. 

How  to  Participate 

The  following  opportunities  are  offered: 

Option  1:  A  twelve-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and 
The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five  Grand  Format1 1  auction  catalogues 
including  our  May  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  sale — over 
$200  in  individual  cover  prices — just  $95  to  U.S.  addresses,  $150 
to  Canadian  addresses  and  $200  elsewhere.  (Which  qualifies  you 
to  order  Option  2.) 

Option  2:  For  present 
and  recent  subscrib¬ 
ers  (if  you  include 
Option  1  with  your 
order):  You  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  Deluxe 
Hardbound  Edition 
of  the  Eliasberg  auc¬ 
tion  catalogue  (cover 
price  $100),  and  the 
biography,  Louis  E. 

Eliasberg,  Sr. :  King  of 
Coins  (cover  price 
$50).  A  value  of  $150  for  just  $99  (plus  $10  shipping  and  handling 
to  U.S.  addresses,  $25  elsewhere). 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  in  1925 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  with  his 
trademark  cigar. 


On  May  20-22,  1996,  in  three  evening  sessions  comprising 
nearly  1,500  lots,  we  will  offer  for  sale  coins  in  the  series  listed 
below.  The  sale  will  be  in  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel,  Central  Park  South, 
New  York  City.  Lotviewingwillbeheld  in  advance  of  the  auction. 

Special  Publications 

In  connection  with  the  May  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
Collection,  we  are  preparing  the  following  publications: 


Option  3:  For  non-subscribers:  Order  a  complete  package  which 
includes  a  softbound  copy  of  the  auction  catalogue,  the  Deluxe 
Hardbound  Edition,  and  the  biography — a  value  of  $190  for  just 
$125  (plus  $15  shipping  and  handling  to  U.S.  addresses,  $60  else¬ 
where — includes  softbound  catalogue  to  foreign  addresses  by  air). 

Option  4:  Single  softbound  auction  catalogue:  $40  plus  $5  shipping 
to  U.S.  addresses  ($35  shipping  by  air  elsewhere). 


•  SALE  CATALOGUE:  De¬ 
luxe,  superbly-illustrated  cata¬ 
logue  in  the  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  “Grand  Format”  1  style. 
Copies  are  available  as  follows: 

•  Softbound  copy  for  use  before 
and  at  the  sale.  Each:  $40. 

•  Limited-edition,  numbered, 
Deluxe  Hardbound  Edition 
and  price  list  to  be  sent  after 
the  sale.  Each:  $100. 

•  BIOGRAPHY:  A  special 


Special  notes:  All  orders  are  limited  to  the 
number  of  copies  available  and  our  confirmation 
of  your  order.  Orders  for  multiple  copies  will  be 
pro-rated  if  demand  dictates. 

TOLL-FREE  ORDERING:  Call 
our  Publications  Department  toll- 
free,  credit  card  in  hand,  1-800-222- 
5993  and  ask  for  “Eliasberg  Cata¬ 
logue."  Or,  mail  or  fax  your  order. 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  (foreground) 
shown  with  his  collection. 


The  Numismatic  Event  of  Our  Generation! 


May  20-22, 1996 


NON  VI  VIRTUTE  VIGI  Copper 


[t  {HI W*  CARAT 

1  -TBpiTflia 

$16  Moffat  &  Co. 
Gold  Ingot 


Finest  Known 
1913  Liberty  Nickel 


Rare  Indian  and  Arms 
Copper  Excelsior  Token 


Gem  1796  No  Pole  Half  Cent 


Superb  Gem  1793  Liberty  Cap  Cent 


Unique  1873-CC 
No  Arrows  Dime 


Extremely  Rare 
1894-S  Barber  Dime 


Beautiful  “Schoolgirl’’  Pattern  $1 


1 8SS  Kellogg  $50  Gold  Rarit\ 


Highlights  from  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection 


UNI TKII  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


l.iltiTi\  Sealed  lluaiiers 


Splendid  1839  No  Drapery  25<£ 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  lustrous.  Ever  popular  lor  type 
sets . 3,650 

1841- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  695 

1842- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 675 

1847  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen, 

proollike,  with  gorgeous  iridescent  toning.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  is  one  ol  the  finest  extant  1 847  quar¬ 
ters  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint . 1,950 

1851-0  VF-30 . 725 

1851-0  VF-20 . 625 


1853/4  VF-20  (PCI).  Scarce  “backward”  overdate; 
the  undertype  figure  is  later  than  the  final  fig¬ 
ure! . 225 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous  specimen  of  this  ever-popular 
design  issued  only  in  1853.  Ideal  for  your  type 

set . 1,195 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1 ,495 


1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny 

lustrous . 2,350 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  First  year  with  arrows  at  the  date  and 

without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1,550 

1862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  Scarce  in 

all  grades,  rarest  this  level . 1,350 

1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  highly  lustrous 
specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  quite  rare  at  this  ech¬ 
elon  of  Mint  State;  few  were  saved.  The  special¬ 
ist  will  appreciate  this  beautiful  piece . 1,750 


Finest  Certified  1872-S  25<f 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  spar¬ 
kling  gem  with  light  golden  toning  around  the 
borders,  the  finest  certified  specimen  of  the 
issue.  In  just  MS-60  (no  higher  grade  is  listed) 


the  Guide  Book  attributes  a  worth  of  $6,000  to 
this  coin.  And,  in  only  MS-60  the  issue  is  of 
such  formidable  rarity  that  if  you  were  to  offer 
twice  that  price,  we  doubt  if  one  would  come  to 
hand.  This  present  gem  MS-65  is  of  course 
much,  much  finer  than  MS-60  and  is  much 
rarer . 29,500 

1876  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Centennial  year. 
Fisted  for  the  first  time . 975 

1876- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem, 

somewhat  prooflike.  An  extraordinary  coin  (just 
wait  until  you  see  it!)  . 865 

1877- CC  MS-63  (NGC) . 595 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

a  whisper  of  toning.  Beautiful  satiny  fields.  Fow 
mintage . 850 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  total  mint¬ 
age . 1,195 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
attractive  toning  around  the  rims.  A  major  rar¬ 
ity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  business 
strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  gem  such 
as  this  is  strictly  a  matter  of  rare  chance. .  1,975 

1885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 

issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  A  prize  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist . 1,850 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise . 995 

The  late  Charles  Green,  Chicago  dealer  who  used  the 
trade  name  “R.  Green”  (his  wife’s  name  was  Ruth),  endeav¬ 
ored  to  corner  the  market  on  this  date  in  the  1940s  and 
1950s,  and  obtained  over  100  coins,  many  of  which  we  later 
bought  for  our  inventory  from  his  widow. 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with  a 


whisper  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims. .  995 

1891  MS-60.  Brilliant . 265 

liiirlx'i'  duarlm 

1892  AU-50  (PCGS) . 119 

1892-0  Type  I  Reverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1893  MS-60 . 225 

1894  AU-55 . 150 

1 894-S  AU-58 . 245 

1895  AU-55 . 149 

1895  AU-50 . 135 

1  895-0  Breen-4145.  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to 

the  right;  interesting . 279 

1896  MS-60 . 235 

1896  AU-50 . 135 


1 896-0  AU-58.  Small  nick  on  cheek.  Brilliant  with 


An  Interesting  Comment! 

Recently  at  a  coin  show,  a  participant  in 
our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  came  up 
to  Gail  Watson  and  said  this: 

“I  come  from  a  small  town,  and  I  have 
been  collecting  only  for  a  few  years.  I 
haven’t  seen  many  rare  coins  in  my  life¬ 
time.  I  thought  the  coins  you  have  been 
sending  me  were  nice,  but  I  didn’t  realize 
how  nice  until  I  looked  around  this  show.” 


most  original  lustre  still  intact.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  would  merit  the  MS-60  des¬ 


ignation.  You’ll  like  it . 750 

1896-0  AU-50 . 665 


Mint  State  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  tiny  obverse  line 
scratch  is  hidden  by  light  golden  toning,  other¬ 
wise  the  folks  at  NGC  probably  would  have 
called  it  MS-63  or  better.  Actually,  the  reverse 
if  graded  on  its  own  is  an  MS-65.  The  1 896- 
S  is  one  of  the  “big  three”  rarities  in  the  Barber 
quarter  series,  the  others  being  the  1901-S  and 
1913-S.  In  terms  of  Mint  State  specimens  in  our 
stock  over  the  years,  we  have  had  fewer  1896-S 
than  the  others . 6,795 

In  1896  interest  in  collecting  mintmark  varieties  was  in 
its  infancy.  So  far  as  we  know,  not  even  one  original  mint  roll 
of  1896-S  quarters  was  set  aside  at  the  time  of  issue.  The 
survival  of  Mint  State  pieces  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  On 
the  other  hand,  A.C.  Gies  ol  Pittsburgh,  PA,  is  said  (by  Walter 
Breen)  to  have  had  a  roll  each  of  every  Barber  quarter  date 
and  mintmark  from  1901  to  1916. 

Key  1896-S  Quarter 

1896-S  AU-50.  Brilliant.  A  nice  specimen  of  this 


famous  rarity.  . 3,595 

1 896-S  VF-20.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series  (with  the 
1901-S  and  1913-S  being  the  other  two).  ..  950 
1897  AU-55 . 129 

1897  AU-50 . 119 

1898  AU-58 . 145 

1898-S  AU-55.  Lightly  cleaned . 1 65 

1898- S  AU-50 . 189 

1899- 0  AU-50 . 259 

1899-S  AU-55 . 289 

1899- S  AU-50 . 225 

1900- S  AU-58 . 235 

1900-S  AU-55. (PCGS) . 199 

1900- S  AU-50 . 139 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 

specimen  of  the  first  Barber  quarter  ol  the  20th 
century.  . 2,150 

1901- 0  VF-20 . 150 

1902  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1902  EF-45 . 85 

1902  EF-40 . 79 

1902- 0  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Scarce  so  fine. 

Brilliant . 550 

1902-0  AU-58 . 319 

1902-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  small 
toning  spot  is  evident  on  Liberty’s  neck . 795 

1 903  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned . 1 35 

1904- 0  AU-55 . 475 

1905- S  AU-58 . 325 

1905-S  AU-55 . 295 

1905-S  AU-53 . 219 

1905-S  AU-50 . 210 
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UNITED  STATES  SIEVED  J  OINS 


EZ 


1905- S  F-15 . 42 

1906  AU-55 . 1 19 

1906- D  AU-55 . 155 

1906-0  AU-50 . 210 

1906- 0  AU-50  (PCI).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 210 

1907  AU-55 . 129 

1 907- 0  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 1 95 

1907- O  AU-50 . 140 

1908  MS-60 . 210 

1908- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .295 

1908-D  AU-58 . 165 

1908-0  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  .345 
1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1908- 0  AU-58 . 175 

1909  AU-58 . 145 

1909- D  AU-58 . 195 

1909- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Very  nice  in  every  re¬ 
spect . 850 

1910- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1910-D  AU-55 . 255 

1911  MS-63.  Gray  toned  surfaces  with  ample  ar¬ 
eas  of  brilliance . 285 

1911  AU-55 . 129 

1912  AU-55 . 129 

1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  ol  the 

more  elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade .  1,350 

1913  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rare  date . 675 

1913  EF-40.  Rare . 395 

1913-D  AU-58 . 219 

191 3- D  VF-25 . 49 

1914  AU-58 . 145 

1914- D  AU-58 . 145 

1914- S  MS-60 . 935 

1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 

Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 
set . 595 

1915  AU-58 . 145 

191 5  AU-55 . 129 

1915- D  AU-58 . 145 

1915-D  AU-55 . 129 

1915- S  AU-50 . 199 

1916  Barber.  AU-58 . 145 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 

Last  year  of  the  design  type . 495 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  at¬ 
tractive . 495 

1916-D  AU-55 . 129 

1916-D  AU-50 . 119 


S(amliii!>  Eilinlv  Ilnarlm 


Gem  1916  Quarter 


1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lus¬ 
trous  gem  with  attractive  delicate  golden  and  iri¬ 


descent  toning  around  the  borders.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  of  all  20th- 

century  American  rarities . 8,250 

As  curious  as  it  may  seem  in  retrospect,  in  1916  not  a  great 
deal  of  attention  was  paid  in  the  marketplace  to  the  new  1916 
quarter,  as  few  were  issued,  and  most  collectors  were  content 
to  obtain  a  common  1917  to  illustrate  the  type.  This  was  in 
the  era  before  collecting  by  date  and  mint  became  popular  on 
a  large  scale  and  was  more  than  a  decade  before  M.L.  Beistle 
introduced  cardboard  album  pages  with  celluloid  slides. 

It  seems  that  the  only  dealers  paying  close  attention  to 
the  1916  were  Henry  Chapman  and  John  Zug. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Certainly,  this  is  one 
of  the  finest  Standing  Liberty  quarters  on  the 

planet . 1,750 

191 7  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Medium  golden 

toning . 325 

1917-DTypeI.  MS-64  Full  Head . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995 

1917  Type  II.  MS-60 . 159 

1917-D  Type  II.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  a  variety  that 

is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level . 2,150 

1917-D  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1 ,095 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Sharp, 
brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous.  An  outstanding 

gem!  Rare  so  fine . 1,495 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

Lustrous  1918/7-S  Overdate! 


1918/7-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  specimen  with 
gorgeous  light  golden  toning,  a  coin  that  certainly 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  high-grade  examples 

in  existence  of  this  famous  overdate . 9,250 

1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 
kling  gem . 795 

1918-D  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  a  nuance  of  ton- 


191 8-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 735 

191 8-S  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  ...295 

191 8- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 189 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

nuance  of  golden  toning . 425 

1919  MS-63.  Brilliant,  with  a  small  planchet  lami¬ 
nation  through  the  E  and  R  of  Liberty  on  the 
obverse . 195 

1919- S  MS-63.  A  brilliant  beautiful  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  desired  issues  in  the  Standing 


Liberty  series . 1 A 95 

1919-S  VF-30 . 265 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 235 


1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 


issue . 1 ,450 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 

1923-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 
outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  highly 
desired  varieties  in  the  Standing  Liberty  series. 

Listed  here  for  the  first  time . 1 ,850 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Nearly  full  head  details.  Nuance  of  golden 

toning.  A  beauty! . 1 ,850 

1923-S  MS-63  FH.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  specimen 

of  exceptional  quality.  . 1 ,650 

1923-S  VF-20 . 375 

Sharp  Gem  1924-D  25<£ 


1924-D  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  sharply 
struck  gem  example  of  one  of  the  harder-to-find 

issues  at  this  grade  level . 3,195 

1924-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  particularly  high  qual¬ 
ity  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,195 

1926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 159 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  series.  Rare 
so  fine! . 1 ,395 

1926- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date 
among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize 
item  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. ...  1 ,395 

1927- D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue. 

Beautiful! . 1 ,895 

Mint  State  1927-S  Rarity 


1927-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid,  especially  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  rarity.  4,650 
1 927-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels,  especially  so  above 


VF. . 1,095 

1928  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1928-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1928-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1928- D  MS-63 . 149 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1929- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with 
delicate  golden  toning  around  the  borders. 375 

1929-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1930  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1930  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frostv. 

Exceptional  quality.  . 635 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 
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i!ivm:n  states  silver  coins 


Waxliiiiolnn  Ihiarlns 

1932  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1932-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 893 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unappre¬ 
ciated  as  such.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q.  ..895 
1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 


gorgeous,  quality  coin . 895 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-58 . 299 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
toning.  A  scarce  and  highly  prized  issue.  ..650 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 319 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1 932-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1934  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,595 

Obverse  die  doubled,  quite  notably  so  at  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST. 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1934- D  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 159 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 


1 936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue  in  this  grade.  425 

While  the  1 936-D  is  a  common  coin  in  worn  grades,  in 
Mint  State  it  is  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  Washington  se¬ 


ries.  In  1 936  the  numismatic  community  was  busy  with  other 
local  points,  namely  commemorative  halt  dollars  and  the 
boom  market  for  them.  1 936-D  quarters  were  forgotten  in 
the  rush,  and  years  later  it  was  realized  that  only  a  few  Mint 
State  coins  had  been  saved.  Thus,  a  rarity  was  created. 


1 936-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to 

find  in  this  grade . 425 

1 936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular,  ever  in  demand . 425 

1 936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1 936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1936- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  toning . 79 

1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 

1937- D  MS-66 . 185 

1937- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1938- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939- D  MS-66 . 145 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1939- S  MS-64 . 75 

1940  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1940  Proof-65 . 135 

1940  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1940- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Delicate  toning . 675 

1940-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1941- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1941-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 8 


1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1942- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 22 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6 

1943- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1943- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6 

1944- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 

1945- D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 6 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . •. . 6 

1946- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6 

1946- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1947  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1947- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6 

1947- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1948  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 

1948- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6 

1948- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1949  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1950  MS-64.  Brilliant . 6 

1950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 4 

1950-S/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty 

gem! . ; . 650 


Curious  and  apparently  quite  elusive  variety  with  an  S 
punched  clearly  over  the  undertype  D.  This  die  was  made  for 
use  at  the  Denver  Mint,  but  was  then  overpunched  and  sent 


to  San  Francisco. 

1950-S/D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1950- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 7 

1951  MS-64.  Brilliant . 6 

1951- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 

1951  -S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 5 

1952- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 4 

1952- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1953  MS-64.  Brilliant . 5 

1953- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 5 

1953- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 6 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 5 

1954- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 5 

1954- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 6 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1955- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1956- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1957  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1957- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1959- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1960- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1961  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 5 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1962  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 5 

1962- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 

1963-  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1963- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1964  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1964- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 


DMPL  Morgan  Dollars 

Special  Offer 

All  Certified  by  PCGS 


Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  surfaces,  cherrypicked  for  qual¬ 
ity  and  aesthetic  appeal  by  Mark  Borckardt,  and  offered  at 
a  very  special  price!  If  you  have  ever  wanted  to  own  one  of 
these  sparkling  beauties  now  is  your  chance.  Each  1890-S 
specimen  is  certified  by  PCGS  and  is  offered  in  MS-62  or 
MS-63  grade.  Order  yours  today! 

1890-S  MS-62  DMPL  $150 

1890-S  MS-63  DMPL  $425 

ssssmmmm  mmmm  .  nOnm 
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The 


Collection  Portfolio 


The  Best  Way  to  Build  a  Meaningful  Collection 


We  invite  you  to  join  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 

From  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  your  home  or  office, 
you'll  have  first  pick  of  the  coin  you  need  as  we  acquire  them. 

Advantages  for  you: 

Just  think,  you  will  receive  first  choice  of  coins  we  acquire 
from  old-time  collections,  estates,  our  coast-to-coast  buying 
trips  and  all  new  purchases  that  cross  our  threshold!  Whether 
you  want  a  $500,000  rarity  (and  we  have  handled  just  about 
every  rarity  in  the  book)  or  a  $10  coin,  youve  come  to  the 
right  place. 

From  our  location  deep  in  the  heart  of  New 
England,  we  have  access  to  some  of  the  finest  and  most 
sought  after  coins  in  all  of  numismatics.  Our  credentials 
are  second  to  none. 

You  get  the  benefit  of  our  reasonable  prices  and  high 
quality,  PLUS  a  private  discount.  What  we  consider  to  be  the 
best  values  in  the  coin  market  are  even  better  for  you. 

Here’s  how  the  program  works 

Each  month  we  will  send  you  coins,  your  choice  of  certified 
(PCGS  or  NGC)  or  non-certified  if  you  wish,  for  the  program  you 
choose.  Each  coin  will  be  individually  packaged  and  will  be 
accompanied  by  a  description  of  the  piece,  the  grade,  and  the 
price.  While  most  of  our  clients  prefer  monthly  shipments,  the 
programs  are  flexible,  and  other  time  intervals  can  be  arranged. 
Programs  are  available  for  $100  per  month  upward,  depending  on 
the  program  selected. 


Select  from  one  of  these 
popular  C.P.P.  Programs: 

C.P.P.  Program  #1:  Commemorative  Type  Set 

50  United  States  commemorative  coins 
including  48  different  half  dollar  design 
types  plus  the  Isabella  quarter  and  Lafayette 


dolla 


ar. 


C.P.P.  Program  #2:  20th-Century  Type  Set  “A' 

United  States  design  types  first  introduced  in 
the  20th  century. 

C.P.P.  Program  #3:  Gold  Type  Set 

United  States  gold  type  coins  from  the  18th, 
19th,  and  20th  centuries. 

C.P.P.  Program  #4:  19th  and  20th  Century 
Type  Set  “B” 

United  States  design  types  from  1861 
to  the  present. 

C.P.P.  Program  #5:  Morgan  Dollar  Set 

Build  a  collection  of  50  or  more  of 
these  beautiful  coins,  one  of  the  most 
popular  series  in  numismatics. 

Or  take  advantage  of  our  Custom  C.P.P.  Program 

We  can  design  a  C.P.P.  Program  to  meet  your  specific 
collecting  needs.  The  possibilities  are  endless;  just  pick  an 
area  of  interest  and  we'll  take  it  from  there. 


r 


□  Please  call  to  set  up  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program! 

1  would  like  to  collect:  Monthly  Amount: 

I  would  like  to  pay  by  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  American  Express 
Card  Number: _ _ _ Exp. 


□  Please  send  me  information  about  joining  the  C.P.P. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


S!  Al  l 


Date: _ 


DAYTIMl  PHONE 


J 


Mali  hollars 

Basic  information:  Half  dollars  of  the  early  years 
1  94- 1 836  are  described  by  “O’  numbers  as  delin¬ 
eated  by  A1  C.  Overton  in  his  book.  Early  Half 
Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836.  The  collector  of 
later  issues  may  wish  to  acquire  the  Wiley-Bugert 
book  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Halves  (David  Lawrence),  and  The  Com¬ 
plete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  (Bruce 
Fox).  Each  of  these  volumes  gives  much  useful  data 
concerning  the  varieties  in  question. 

Honing  Hair  Half  hollars 


Outstanding  1793  0-102  50<t 


1795  Overton-102.  Rarity-5  EF-40  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  example,  attractively  toned  with 
most  design  features  boldly  delineated.  Al¬ 
though  listed  as  Rarity-5,  overall  this  piece  ranks 
among  the  finest  known  of  the  0-102  die  com¬ 
bination  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  six 

known  to  us . 5,695 

1795  0-109.  Rarity-4.  VG-10.  A  few  obverse  ad¬ 
justment  marks,  not  usual  for  the  issue.  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  gray  surfaces . 7 25 

Famous  1795  Three-Leaves 
1795  0-111.  Three- Leaves.  VG-10.  Light  gray 
fields.  Reverse  with  “hallmark”  die  break  (prob¬ 
ably  accounting  for  the  rarity  of  this  issue). 


Has  Been  Waiting  for  Years 

This  letter  is  from  R.  M. ,  an  Oregon  client: 

“Dear  David  and  Gail: 

“Thanks  very  much  for  locating  and 
sending  the  1  893-S  Morgan  dollar.  As  you 
said,  Gail,  it  is  a  beautiful  coin,  and  PCGS 
certified  as  well.  I’ve  been  wanting  one  of 
these  for  many  years!  I  appreciate  your 
efforts  in  locating  the  coin  and  its  speedy 
delivery. 

“I  also  appreciate  your  being  on  the 
lookout  for  an  1 889-CC  Morgan  dollar.  If 
I  neglected  to  tell  you  in  my  last  correspon¬ 
dence,  I  was  looking  for  a  PCGS  example 
in  the  EF-40  to  EF-45  range. 

“Best  wishes.  Keep  up  the  great  work 
one  and  all!  ’ 


ited  status  si  mm  c oi  ns 


Often  a  period  oi  years  will  elapse  between  of¬ 
ferings  oi  one  oi  these  from  our  inventory.  One 
oi  the  great  classic  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  de¬ 
nomination . 2,495 

1795  0-122.  Rarity-5.  VG-8  (PCGS).  Attractive 
light  gray  surfaces.  One  of  the  many  new  pur¬ 
chases  listed  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view.  . 625 

1795  0-131.  VG-10  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 
coin,  the  obverse  with  sharpness  of  Fine  to  VF, 
and  very  attractive.  The  reverse  is  VG-10,  with 
some  mint-caused  planchet  adjustment  marks. 
We  guarantee  you’ll  find  this  to  be  an  excellent 
value . 1,295 

IhaiHMl  linsl  Hall  Hollars 


Outstanding  1797  Half  Dollar 
Classic  Rarity 


1797  0-102.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toned 
surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
great  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  series.  ...26,500 
The  half  dollars  of  1796  and  1797  (both  dates  being  of 
the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Small  Eagle 
reverse),  have  long  been  considered  to  be  among  the  very  rar¬ 
est  of  all  American  issues.  Among  U.S.  coins  by  design  types, 
this  issue  is  the  rarest  in  any  silver  series. 

1803  0-104.  Rarity  3.  Small  3.  EF-45.  Attractive 
lightly  toned  iridescent  surfaces.  A  beautiful 
specimen.  Just  purchased,  and  here  offered  for 
the  first  time . 1,750 


Important  1805/4  50<t 


1805/4  0-101.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate. 
Lightly  toned  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  in  every 
respect . 2,900 

There  are  no  1804  non-overdated  hall  dollars  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Hence,  this  overdate  is  the  closest  one  can  come  to  this. 
Struck  from  an  obverse  die  dated  1804,  not  used,  and 
overpunched  with  a  5  digit. 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 

surfaces . 875 

1  806/5  0-103.  VF-30.  Light  silver  surfaces.  .450 
1806  0-125.  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Sharply  struck. 
Quite  attractive  overall.  Possibly  lightly  cleaned 


iong  ago.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  as  always.  A 
high-grade  coin  for  a  low  price,  at . 1 ,450 


Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  50<t 
Memorable  quality 


1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-55.  A  lustrous, 
frosty  specimen,  superbly  struck,  and  of  high 
aesthetic  appeal.  This  is  a  very  exciting  example 
for  the  specialist,  as  not  one  in  50  extant  half 
dollars  of  1807  is  this  nice . 2,975 

Capped  linsl  Mali  Hollars 

1807  0-112.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 215 

1808  0-106.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Much  lustre  still 

remains . 935 

1809  0-105.  EF-45.  One  of  many  popularly-priced 
half  dollars  recently  added  to  our  inventory.  395 

1809  0-105.  VF-20 . 105 

1810  0-103.  MS-63.  Gorgeous  frosty,  lustrous 

surfaces  with  attractive  light  toning.  Rare  so 
fine.  Just  purchased . 2,250 

1811/00-101.  EF-40.  Cleaned . 195 

1812  0-104.  EF-40 . 215 

Gem  1813  Half  Dollar 


1813  0-108.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous 
surfaces  with  heather  toning.  Iridescent  toning 
around  the  borders.  Some  evidence  of  contact  on 
the  higher  areas,  as  usual  for  this  design.  4,350 

1814  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  Brilliant.  An  outstanding  coin . 995 

1815/2  Half  Dollar 

1815/2  0-101.  VF-25.  Medium  gray  surfaces. 
Excellent  definition  of  detail  and  exceptional 


aesthetic  appeal.  Always  in  demand . 2,250 

1817  0-110.  AU-50  (ANAC IS  C lache) . 389 

18170-1 10.  VF-35 . 159 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  oi  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Popular  overdate . 1 ,695 


1819/8  0-101.  AU-50  (AN AGS  Cache).  I  ight 
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golden  toning  over  silver  surfaces . 575 

1 8 19/8  0-1 04a.  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant,  frosty  surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold 
toning.  A  quality  specimen  of  this  early 
overdate . 1 ,295 

1820/19  0-101.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces . 1,395 

1820  0-105.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  An  attrac¬ 

tive  specimen  having  satiny  lustre  and  delicate 
iridescence . 925 

1821  0-103.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Very 

attractive . 625 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 365 

1822  0-104.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  nearly 

all  original  mint  lustre  still  present . 619 

1822  0-110.  VF-30 . 95 


1823  0-108.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Steel  gray 

toning . 1,550 

1824  0-111,  R-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mottled  me¬ 
dium  gray  toning . 695 

1824  0-104.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 295 

1 824  0-105.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 . 275 

1824  0-108.  Double  Profile.  MS-60.  Beautiful 

light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1825  0-110.  Rarity-3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  silver  at  the 

centers  changing  to  splendid  delicate  iridescent 
toning  at  the  borders.  A  visual  and  aesthetic 
treat! . 875 

1825  0-1 16.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  very  brilliant, 
frosty  coin  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  of 
certain  pieces  we’ve  seen  at  the  MS-62  and 
MS-63  level.  A  find  for  the  discriminating 


buyer .  895 

1826  0-104.  Rarity-3.  AU-58 . 750 

1826  0-106.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly 

lustrous;  as  nice  or  nicer  than  some  MS-63  pieces 

we’ve  seen.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1826  0-106.  EF-45 . 260 

1826  0-106.  EF-40 . 150 

1826  0-110.  EF-40 . 135 


1 826  0-1 12.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning.  An 
outstanding  coin . 625 

Early  die  state  with  the  first  S  not  filled. 

1826  0-1 18a.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  display  attractive  golden  toning.  A  very 


pleasing  coin . 350 

1 826  0-120.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 475 

1827  0-106.  EF-45 . 165 

1827  0-133.  Rarity-4.  AU-50 . 495 

1828  0-109.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 465 

1828  0-1 10.  AU-50 . 245 

1 828  O- 1 1 7a.  Square  2.  Small  8.  AU-50 . 350 

1 828  O- 1 22.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1 829  O- 1 1 3.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 395 

1829  0-1 16.VF-35 . 95 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 


1831  0-103.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous 
surfaces  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  ...  1 ,450 

Here’s  a  research  possibility:  The  above  coin  has  several 
tiny  “digs"  on  the  obverse  in  front  of  the  bust.  A  number  of 
years  ago  we  handled  a  small  hoard  of  1 83 1  half  dollars  said 
to  have  been  found  in  Maine;  each  specimen  had  one  or  more 
tiny  digs,  usually  on  the  bust  of  Miss  Liberty.  What  was  the 
cause  of  these?  Arc  they  commonly  found  on  other  dates? 


Readers  may  want  to  examine  their  1831  halves  for  these 
marks.  Could  they  be  related  to  some  sort  of  coin-ejecting 
device  used  on  the  press  at  the  Mint,  or  their  subsequent  han¬ 
dling  by  some  mechanical  device?  The  marks  are  too  consis¬ 
tent  to  have  been  of  random  cause. 

1831  0-101.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1831  0-102.  EF-45 . 119 

1832  0-1  13.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 

Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 545 

1832  0-121.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 

toning . 359 

1833  0-106.  AU-58 . 395 

In  our  opinion  there  is  a  lot  ofVALUE  present  in  Capped 
Bust  half  dollars  in  the  AU  and  lower  Mint  State  ranges.  The 
coins  are  typically  lustrous — often  highly  so — and  are  very 
attractive. 

1833  0-108.  AU-55 . 325 

1834  0-104.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light 

golden  toning  over  frosty  surfaces . 1,395 

1834  0-101.  AU-55 . 349 

1834  0-1 16.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-50.  250 

1835  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous, 

very  frosty  coin  that  is  certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  this  grade  level.  Light  toning  over 
silver  surfaces . 1,350 

1835  0-105.  AU-55.  Attractive  deep  rose  surfaces 
display  strong  lustre . 450 

1835  0-1 07.  AU-50 . 239 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1 ,750 

1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 395 

1836  0-110.  EF-45 . 119 

Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


High  Grade  1838-0  Half  Dollar 


1839-0  MS-60.  Light  gray  and  golden  toning. 
Some  obverse  and  reverse  die  breaks  as  usually 
seen.  Ever  popular . 2,750 

liilHTlv  Sealed  Hall  hollars 

1 839  No  Drapery  at  elbow.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarcer 

than  the  variety  with  drapery.  Attractively 
toned . 795 

First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  (although  patterns 
were  made  in  1838). 

1840  Medium  Letters.  VF-30.  A  few  marks.  .235 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 1 10 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS) . 350 

1852  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  golden  toning.  Nicer  in  qual¬ 
ity  than  some  we’ve  seen  offered  as  MS-62  or 

MS-63 . 1,495 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (ANACS 
Cache).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1 ,295 

1853- 0  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-35 . 235 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1 ,950 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lus¬ 

trous  and  very  beautiful  coin.  Not  easy  to  find 
so  nice . 1 ,975 

1855-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Several  orders 
rarer  than  1 854-0  in  the  same  grade.  ...  1,975 

Notable  1855-S  Rarity' 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 


1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gray 
tonine,  with  a  hint  of  blue.  Highly  lustrous. 


Listed  for  the  first  time . 2,095 

1837  Broad  Milling.  AU-58 . 995 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 


1 855-S  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  surfaces  that  display  generous  amounts 
of  original  mint  lustre.  Important  as  the  first 
half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and 
also  as  a  notable  rarity  in  any  grade.  Very'  few  of 


this  quality  exist . 6,950 

1856-0  AU-50 . 159 

1857  AU-50 . 149 

1857  EF-40 . 89 

1858  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1858  AU-50 . 149 

1858-0  AU-50 .  l  X 
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1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  of  excep¬ 
tional  quality.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  seen  of 
this  date.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  delicate  gold 
toning  around  the  rims . 2,1 50 

1860- 0  MS-60 . 435 

1861  MS-60 . 435 

1861- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  ...675 

The  1861-0  is  interesting  in  that  some  were  made  un¬ 
der  federal  auspices,  some  were  made  by  the  State  of  Louisi¬ 
ana.  and  the  latest  ones  were  struck  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

1865  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  rare  issue . 2,150 

1865-S  AU-50 . 325 

1867- S  AU-50 . 199 

1868  AU-50 . 325 

1868  VF-20 . 135 

1868- S  AU-50 . 225 

1869  MS-61 . 475 

1 869  MS-60.  Special,  while  a  small  hoard  of  eight 

pieces  lasts.  Each:  . 409 

1869  EF-40 . 110 

1869- S  AU-50 . 375 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 . 129 

Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  50C 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem,  lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  an  aesthetic 
value  associated  with  an  even  higher  grade.  One 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Ideal  for  a  high- 

grade  type  set . 3,795 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharply 
struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces . 1,250 

Gem  Proof  1874  50C 


1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  gem  specimen 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  scarce  date  as  well 

as  an  important  "type”  coin . 3,150 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  overlaid  with  light  natu¬ 
ral  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Gorgeous  to  be¬ 
hold!  Quality! . 1,350 

1874  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp, 
and  lustrous.  A  bit  conservatively  graded,  in  our 


opinion;  this  would  easily  pass  for  MS-62  and 
mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS-63.  ..  1,295 

1875  AU-50 . 175 

1876-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  splash  of  golden  toning.  A  very 

beautiful  piece . 1,395 

1876-CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen  of 
this  well-known  CC  half  dollar.  Ideal  for  either 
a  specialized  collection  or  a  type  set . 925 

1876- S  Wiley-Bugert- 1 02.  Rarity-4.  MS-60.  At¬ 
tractive  light  toning . 375 

1877- S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck,  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
prooflike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1,625 

l  he  No  Drapery  issue  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than 
the  regularly-seen  With  Drapery  style  (but  we  are  assigning 
no  premium  for  this  feature).  The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused 
by  die  polishing  (which,  in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 1,625 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whisper 

of  delicate  golden  toning . 1,625 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem,  delicately 

toned.  An  aesthetic  delight . 1,750 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a 
hint  of  champagne  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  rare  year . 1 ,495 

Just  5,000  business  strikes  plus  886  Proofs  were  made, 
for  a  total  production  this  year  of  only  5,886  half  dollars,  one 
of  the  smallest  production  figures  in  the  series. 

1888  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  rarity.  ....410 
1891  EF-45 . 175 

liarher  Hall  Dollars 

1892-0  MS-63  (NGC) . 1,350 

1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  key 

issue . 995 

1892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892- S  AU-58 . 795 

1893  AU-58 . 425 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1893- 0  AU-50 . 395 

1 894  AU-58.  Small  rim  bump . 425 

1894- 0  AU-55 . 410 


1894-S  MS-63.  Prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1,650 

1894- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  395 

1895  AU-58 . 469 

1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 

gold . 365 

1895- 0  AU-55 . 435 

1 895- S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  toning . 425 

1 896- 0  AU-58.  Rare  issue . 875 

1 896-S  AU-58.  One  of  the  keys  to  the  series.  895 
1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 

nice  if  not  nicer  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen.  We  guarantee  you’ll  agree!  ...%  1,695 

Gem  Proof  1898  Half  Dollar 


1898  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  with 
golden  toning  on  much  of  the  surface.  Virtu¬ 
ally  pristine,  as  if  taken  carefully  from  an  origi¬ 
nal  set  stored  for  a  long  time.  Quality  such  as 
this  is  becoming  increasingly  elusive  in  today’s 
market .  3,095 

1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  An 
outstanding  coin . 595 

1898  AU-55 . 369 

1899  AU-58 . 419 

1899  AU-50 . 349 

1899- S  AU-58 . 525 

1900  AU-55 . 369 

1900- S  AU-55 . 399 

1901  MS-60 . 475 

1901  AU-55 . 369 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1901- 0  MS-60.  Attractive  mint  lustre . 1,495 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1902- S  AU-55 . 469 

1903- 0  AU-58 . 550 

1903-S  AU-55 . 465 


A  Nice  Note  From  V.E.A. 


“Dear  Dave: 

“This  past  week,  Monday  11/1 3/95  to  be 
exact,  I  attended  my  first  live  auction!  Natu¬ 
rally  it  was  the  Rogers  M.  Fred/Peter  A. 
Ward  Collections  auctioned  by  your  firm.  All 
1  can  say  is  you  guys  throw  a  great  party!  I  had 
a  great  time  to  say  the  least,  and  the  best  part 
was  meeting  and  shaking  hands  with  you. 

“I  have  been  a  mail  bidder  in  all  your 
auctions  since  1985,  but  the  live  bidding 
sure  beats  the  heck  out  of  mail  bidding.  It 
helped  that  I  was  successful  on  five  lots,  but 
even  if  I  hadn’t  been,  the  competition  of  the 


bidding  experience  would  have  made  my 
attending  worthwhile. 

“The  reason  I  attended  was  the  great 
selection  of  so-called  dollars  in  this  sale. 
Some  of  the  pieces  I  have  never  seen  offered 
before,  and  I  wanted  to  be  sure  I  didn’t  lose 
out  because  I  wasn’t  physically  present.  I  was 
very  pleased  with  the  items  I  purchased.  All 
were  very  conservatively  graded. 

“Even  paying  for  my  lots  the  next  day  was 
pleasant.  Thanks  again  to  you  and  your  very 
efficient  and  courteous  staff  for  a  very  memo¬ 
rable  experience. 
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1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-55 . 650 

1905  AU-55.  Scarce . 389 

1905- 0  AU-55.  Mottled  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 535 

1905- S  AU-58 . 460 

1906- D  AU-58 . 419 

1906-0  AU-58 . 435 

1906- S  AU-50.  Gray  and  lilac  toning . 340 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1907  AU-58 . 419 

1907- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 

Somewhat  scarce . 675 

1907- 0  AU-58 . 439 

1908- D  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned . 315 

1908-D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 

the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 
1908-0  AU-58 . 429 

1908- S  AU-55 . 425 

1909  AU-58 . 419 

1909  AU-50 . 350 

1909- 0  AU-50 . 510 

1910  AU-58 . 525 

1910- S  AU-58 . 485 

1911  AU-58 . 419 

1911  AU-55 . 335 

191 1- D  AU-58 . .♦ . 395 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 575 

1912  AU-58 . 419 

1912- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen . 1,395 

1912-D  AU-58 . 419 

1912-D  AU-55 . 350 

1912- S  AU-55 . 395 

1913  MS-60.  Light  lilac  toning.  Rarity  wise  the 

1913  is  near  the  top  of  the  series.  Very  hard  to 

find  in  this  grade . 995 

1913- S  AU-58 . 495 

1915  AU-58.  Rare,  nearly  as  much  so  as  the 

1914  .  895 

191 5-D  AU-50 . 340 

1915-S  AU-58 . 419 

1 9 1 5-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 

surfaces . 325 


Liberty  Will  kino  Half  Dollars 

Basic  information:  This  motif,  the  work  of  noted 
sculptor  Adolph  A.  Weinman  (who  also  designed 
the  Mercury  dime),  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  American  series.  In  general,  dates  from  1916 
through  1929  are  scarce  in  Mint  State,  with  1917 
(Philadelphia)  being  a  notable  exception.  There 
were  no  pieces  struck  from  1930  through  1932. 
Beginning  in  1933,  production  was  continuous 
through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  with  P-D-S 
sets  being  made  of  certain  years,  including  all  years 
from  1941  through  1946. 

An  advantageous  way  to  begin  a  collection  is  to 
pick  a  grade  range,  and  acquire  one  of  each  vari¬ 
ety  from  1  933  through  1947.  The  present  listing 
offers  quality  pieces  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS- 
65  levels,  all  lustrous  and  of  hand-selected  qual¬ 
ity.  Due  to  the  popularity  of  the  series,  we  request 


that  you  give  alternate  choices  when  you  order: 
these  alternates  will  be  used  only  if  the  first  re¬ 
quests  have  been  sold. 

1916  EF-45 . 175 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  With  mintmark  on  ob¬ 
verse  as  used  this  year  and  in  early  1917.  .850 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1917  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning  around  the  borders . 235 

1917- D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant, 

lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level .  2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning. 
Some  flatness  on  the  higher  obverse  areas  as 
normal  for  this  variety.  Listed  here  for  the  first 

time . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  far  above  average  strike.  The 
connoisseur  will  enjoy  owning  this!  ....  2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  EF-40 . 165 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS 
Cache).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 1,325 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 
early  issue . 1 ,325 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS 

Cache) . 1,195 

1918- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
nice  specimen  just  added  to  our  stock.  ..  1 ,950 

1918-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,125 


Brilliant  Gem  1919  50<£ 
Outstanding  Quality! 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a 
very  nice  strike;  one  of  the  finest  you  will  ever 
see  in  this  grade  level  or,  perhaps,  even  at  the 
MS-65  level  as  well.  Quality! . 3,595 

1919- S  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  If  you  look  care¬ 

fully  you  can  see  some  original  mint  lustre  in 
protected  areas . 895 

Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 

1920- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty 

with  attractive  light  toning.  Quite  hard  to  find 

this  nice! . 2,525 

Add  our  great  books 

TO  YOUR  LIBRARY! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


Classic  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well-struck.  Important  as  being 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
in  the  series . 3,450 

1921  Half  Dollar  Rarity 
1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  classic  rarity,  the  lowest-mint- 
age  issue  among  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lars . 3,450 

1921  EF-40.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 1,595 

1921-D  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Always  in  de¬ 
mand  due  to  its  rarity  and  desirability.  Lowest 

mintage  of  the  series . 2,095 

1921-D  EF-40.  Light  silver  surfaces.  Mint  lustre 
remains  in  some  protected  areas  A  very  nice 
example  of  the  centerpoint  coin,  mintage-wise, 
in  the  Liberty  Walking  series;  only  208,000  were 
struck . 1 ,950 


Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Medium  gray  surfaces  with  a  few  areas  of  deep 
gray.  Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rar¬ 
est  of  the  three  varieties  of  this  year.  ...  4,650 

Remarkable  1929-D  Gem  50C 
1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 
sharply  struck . 2,325 

Extraordinary  Gem  1929-D  50C 
1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous, 
and  sharply  struck.  This  1 929-D  is  of  the  qual¬ 
ity  that  you  could  look  at  1 00  pieces — it  indeed 
you  could  locate  that  many — over  a  period  of 
years  and  find  none  nicer  than  this  and  perhaps 
just  one  or  two  that  qualify  as  peers.  A  rare,  rare 
opportunity. . 2,325 

Lustrous  Gem  1929-S  50C 
1929-S  MS-65  (NGC’).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem 
specimen  of  this  issue.  Some  lightness  of  strike 
on  the  higher  points . 2.49S 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  1 0 


Page  4S 


AT  HIS  FAVORITE  DESK  at  his  home  at  Hyde  Park,  on 
the  banks  ol  the  Hudson  River,  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  spent 
long  hours  enjoying  his  collections  of  stamps  and  coins.  ( Ameri¬ 
can  Castles  feature,  Arts  &  Entertainment  channel) 

Jt  jt  * 

ALL  GOOD  THINGS  must  end  sometime:  After  99  con¬ 
secutive  quarters  of  increasing  profits,  Wal-Mart  posted  an 
1 1%  drop  in  profits  in  a  January  1996  report.  We  remember 
when  the  1950-D  Jefferson  nickel  kept  going  up  and  up — 
probably  lor  more  than  99  con¬ 
secutive  quarters,  and  then  the 
price  broke — in  1964. 

t  i  i 

FAN  CLUB:  In  Stratford,  NJ, 
the  Society  lor  the  Preservation 
and  Enhancement  of  the  Recog¬ 
nition  ol  Millard  Fillmore — Last 
of  the  Whigs  has  as  its  motto,  “E 
pluribus  mediocritum.”  (The 
Economist) 

It  It  Jt 

NATIONAL  FORESTS  are 

becoming  overcrowded  with 
campers,  ecologists,  wilderness 
lovers,  sightseers,  and  others,  and  there  is  talk  about  limiting 
the  number  of  people  who  can  visit  certain  popular  spots.  There 
may  be  a  solution:  A  few  years  back  in  an  experiment,  plastic 
shrubs  were  added  to  Los  Angeles  (where  else?)  freeways  to  beau¬ 
tify  them.  Recently,  a  client  who  returned  from  Japan  said  he 
went  off  of  a  road  there  and  slid  into  a  plastic  tree.  Maybe  the 
government  can  “make”  some  more  national  forests. 

til 

ONE  OF  OUR  FAVORITE  COINS  is  the  1840  Liberty 
Seated  silver  dollar.  The  other  day  our  dealer  friend  Chris 
Napolitano  offered  the  Norweb  Collection  specimen  that 
passed  through  our  hands  a  few  years  ago,  and  we  dropped  him 
a  note  about  it. 

i  t  Jt 

THE  AMERICAN  SCENE:  Casino  gambling  in  the  United 
States  has  reached  only  30%  to  35%  of  its  potential,  according 
to  a  recent  analysis  by  a  Wall  Street  firm.  Relevant  to  this,  it  is 
interesting  to  contemplate  that  200  years  ago  one  could  gamble 
just  about  anywhere  in  what  was  then  the  United  States.  Even 
George  Washington  was  involved  in  conducting  a  lottery,  and 


gambling  was  no  “big  deal.”  One  of  these  years  in 
the  U.S.A.  all  or  most  all  states  will  once  again  le¬ 
galize  gambling,  and  the  entire  situation  will  be  a 
washout,  not  a  growth  industry.  Meanwhile,  in  ev¬ 
ery  state  il  anyone  wants  to  gamble  with  really  big 
stakes  or  on  long  odds,  there  are  put  and  call  op¬ 
tions,  commodity  futures,  etc.,  on  the  securities 
exchanges.  All  ol  this  is  legal,  of  course,  and  can  re¬ 
sult  in  losing  money  faster  than  playing  slot  ma¬ 
chines. 

It  It  It 

ON  THE  HEALTH  FRONT:  Reportedly, 
doctors  can  be  barred  from  participation  in  certain 
HMOs  if  they  dare  criticize  the  HMO  (source: 
USA  Today,  December  28,  1995).  Whatever  hap¬ 
pened  to  free  speech?  In  a  related  incident,  a  friend 
ol  ours  in  Chicago  reported  that  her  very  ill  mother 
was  dismissed  far  too  early  (this  was  the  opinion  of  two  doctors) 
from  a  hospital  because  Medicare  wouldn't  pay  any  longer.  For 
many  years  medicine  has  attracted  the  brightest  and  the  best  into 
the  field.  Your  editor,  lor  one,  hopes  that  regulations  and  red  tape 
don’t  further  damage  one  of  the  truly  great  areas  in  our  civilization: 
medical  research  and  advances  in  health  care. 

It  Jt  fc 

FREE  SPEECH  is  alive  and  well  in  the  coin  hobby,  however. 
No  matter  what  one  person  achieves,  there  is  someone  else  ready 

to  criticize  it.  Margo  Russell,  bril¬ 
liant  editor  of  Coin  World  for  nearly 
25  years,  once  said  that  if  she 
mailed  every  subscriber  to  that  pub¬ 
lication  a  free  $  1 00  bill,  2%  would 
complain — that  they  would  have  to 
pay  taxes  on  it,  the  amount  should 
have  been  more  than  $100,  the  bill 
was  wrinkled,  etc.,  etc.  This  senti¬ 
ment  is  not  too  much  different 
from  that  expressed  in  December 
1 892  by  Dr.  George  F.  Heath,  edi¬ 
tor  of  The  Numismatist:  “It  would 
be  impossible  to  please  all  of  our 
readers.  We  regret  that  we  cannot. 
Exceptions  there  have  ever  been  since  the  morning  stars  sang  to¬ 
gether.  There  is  a  record  ol  a  snake  being  in  Eden,  and  later  of 
fallen  angels.  Some  stars  do  not  shine,  some  waters  are  bitter,  some 
birds  do  not  sing,  and  some  roses  give  no  perfume.  Exceptions 
everywhere.  There  are  some  persons  who  would  grumble  going 
to  glory  in  a  palace  car....” 

Jt  it  it 

GEORGE  A.,  a  Virginia  client  who  recently  bought  an  1859 
half  dime  for  inclusion  in  his  type  set,  reports  that  he  is  having  a 
fine  time  filling  our  “Kingswood”  plastic  display  holders,  and  that 
when  he  displays  his  coins  at  a  church  or  Rotary  club  meeting, 
everyone  enjoys  seeing  his  collection. 

*  jt  It 

NOT  ONE,  BUT  TWO  claims  to  fame  boasts  Hope,  Arkan¬ 
sas  (population  10,290):  1.  Home  of  the  world’s  largest  watermel¬ 
ons.  2.  Birthplace  of  President  Bill  Clinton.  (New  Yorker) 

It  It  It 

NEW  FOR  OLD:  In  Russia,  anyone  wanting  to  exchange  an 
“old”  $100  U.S.  bill  for  one  of  the  new  version  is  subject  to  a  fee 
of  up  to  2%  at  money  exchanges.  Sounds  reasonable,  we  guess. 


This 


t> 

& 


That 


News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


Page  40 


Rare  Coin  Renew  No.  1  10 


THIS  &  THAT 


as  someone  has  to  pay  the  expenses.  Did  you  know  that  in  the  United 
States  in  the  1840s  and  1850s  there  were  many  bullion  and  bank  note 
exchanges?  I  hese  converted  one  form  oi  paper  money  or  coin  into  an¬ 
other  for  a  fee.  One  was  located  on  the  ground  floor  of  Barnum’s  Ameri¬ 
can  Museum  in  New  York  City. 

t  *  * 

AN  INTERESTING  EXPERIMENT:  Grab  a  copy  of  USA  Today 
and  spend  10  minutes  with  it.  Then  spend  an  hour  watching  CNN  or 
other  news  programs,  and  spend  two  hours  on  the  Internet  seeking  out 
news,  stock  prices,  etc.  To  us,  each  effort  yields  about  the  same  result, 
except  that  USA  Today  is  easier  to  use.  Seems  to  us  that  the  newspaper 
isn't  quite  obsolete,  not  yet.  Of  course,  each  medium  has  its  advantages. 
We’d  pick  CNN  to  watch  a  space  shuttle  launching,  and  if  we  wanted 
to  know  about  the  economic  statistics  of  Mongolia,  the  Internet  would 
probably  be  a  good  first  place  to  look. 

t  1  Jt 

NOT  QUITE  happily  ever  after:  In  Florida  a  pair  of  newlyweds  filed 
for  divorce  soon  after  winning  $27,400,000  in  the  state  lottery,  stating 
they  were  “miserable.”  (AP  news) 

i  i  t, 

WISH  WE  HAD  BEEN  THERE: 

From  The  Numismatist,  August  1-15, 

1891,  p.  60:  “In  the  vaults  of  the  Central 
National  Bank  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  are  a  lot  of 
1 853  cents  that  have  remained  there  since 
they  came  from  the  Mint  in  that  year,  and 
are  perfect  and  Uncirculated.  Charles  G. 

Bailey  of  134  Chestnut  St.,  Lynn,  an  offi¬ 
cial  of  the  bank,  has  them  for  disposal  at 
reasonable  prices.” 

jt  It  * 

MINT  DIRECTOR  Philip  N.  Diehl  has 
achieved  “many  positive  changes.. .during  his 
two  years  of  office,”  notes  an  editorial  in  a 
recent  issue  of  Numismatic  News.  Mr.  Diehl  seems  to  be  hands-on,  a  very 
admirable  practice,  and  one  which,  to  be  perfectly  fair  about  it,  was  also 
practiced  by  his  predecessor,  Donna  Pope,  and  before  her,  Mary  Brooks, 
and  before  that,  much  of  the  term  of  Eva  Adams.  Prior  to  the  enlighten¬ 
ment  of  Miss  Adams,  the  mint  directorship  was  often  a  big,  dark  pit  so  far 
as  friendship  and  warmth  with  the  numismatic  community  were  con¬ 
cerned.  There  were  exceptions,  of  course,  and  some  mint  directors  were 
avid  numismatists  (James  Ross  Snowden  and  Henry  R.  Linderman  imme¬ 
diately  come  to  mind),  but  the  majority  ignored  the  hobby.  Today,  the 
Mint  and  its  branches  are  very  aware  of  numismatics,  and  like  as  not  any 
visitor  to  the  superintendent’s  office  at  one  of  the  branch  mints,  or  to  the 
office  of  Mr.  Diehl  in  Washington,  will  find  a  number  of  coin  collecting 
books  and  publications  in  view.  Nice  situation,  this. 

i  i  t 

ONE  OF  OUR  CLIENTS,  Andrew  Barnet,  has  issued  a  line  of 
watches  sporting  on  the  face  of  each  a  representation  of  an  American  coin 
including  gold  rarities. 

i  i  t 

REMEMBER  WHEN  shops  around  the  country  often  were  called 
“coin  and  stamp  dealers,  specializing  in  both?  This  helped  reduce  over¬ 
head  and  attracted  a  wider  clientele.  After  about  1960,  the  twain  no 
longer  met,  and  solo-interest  shops  became  the  rule.  However,  in  numis¬ 
matic  publishing,  Coin  World  has  a  sister  stamp-collecting  periodical, 
Linn’s  Stamp  Weekly,  and  out  in  lola,  WI,  Krause  Publications  issues  not 


only  Numismatic  Newshm,  as  of  January,  the  Stamp  Collector. 

Jt  t  i, 

I  RANSI  I  ION:  Last  year  Coin  World  went  to  a  new,  small  format, 
and  beginning  in  January  of  this  year,  Numismatic  News  followed  suit. 
Now,  if  shrinking  continues,  pretty  soon  both  will  be  the  size  of  the  old 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  which  was  easy  to  carry  and  fit  com¬ 
fortably  in  a  coat  pocket. 

1  H  1 

AT  THE  BUREAU  OF  ENGRAVING  AND  PRINTING  $20,000 
in  $50  Federal  Reserve  Notes  was  recently  discovered  to  be  missing.  This 
brought  to  mind  an  account  printed  years  ago  concerning  what  visitors 
to  the  1  reasury  Building  in  Washington  would  see.  I  hey  were  invited 
to  handle  and  feel  the  heft  of  a  large  bundle  containing  a  million  dollars 
or  more  of  paper  money,  carefully  wrapped  in  paper,  tied  with  string, 
and  sealed  with  wax.  What  an  exciting  experience!  The  only  problem  was 
that  for  security  reasons,  the  package  was  a  dummy — no  currency  at  all — 
although  this  was  never  publicly  acknowledged. 

Jt  It  i 

INTERESTING  NOTE  in  COINage 
Report  by  Mike  Gumpel.  He  said  he  had 
bought  a  collection  of  common  coins  a 
few  months  ago,  and  it  included  several 
hundred  dollars’  face  value  in  Kennedy 
half  dollars,  Ike  and  Susan  B.  Anthony 
dollars,  and  the  like.  “Instead  of  rolling 
these  up  and  depositing  them  in  the 
bank  where  they  would  sit,  I  began 
spending  them.  Immediately,  I  began 
noticing  that  when  I  gave  a  young  cash¬ 
ier  a  couple  of  Ikes  or  Kennedys,  they 
not  only  looked  at  the  front  of  the  coins, 
they  also  turned  them  over  before  depos¬ 
iting  them  in  the  register.  I  suspect  that 
a  good  percentage  of  these  coins  have 
been  replaced  by  paper  money  and  taken  home  by  the  store  employ¬ 
ees _  I  also  recently  learned  that  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollars  can  be 

particularly  troublesome.  I  gave  my  daughter  one  to  purchase  a  drink 
with  at  her  junior  high  school.  The  student  who  collected  the  money 
refused  to  accept  the  coin,  saying  it  was  ’some  kind  of  Canadian 
quarter.’  The  teacher  he  showed  it  to  also  had  no  idea  what  the  coin 
was,  and  sent  my  now-aggravated  daughter  to  the  principal’s  office. 
A  laughing  principal  (probably  laughing  at  her  ignorant  teacher)  got 
my  daughter  her  drink.  But  the  net  result  is  my  daughter  will  no 
longer  accept  SBA  dollars  as  ‘coin  of  the  realm’  from  me.  1  will  keep 
spending  them  until  I  run  out — and  am  considering  getting  some 
more  when  that  happens.  It  has  been  fun  watching  peoples’  reactions, 
and  I  preserve  the  hope  that  someday  some  of  these  people  will  be¬ 
come  collectors.” 

i  t  t 

GORDON  UMINO  recently  made  this  comment  in  a  letter  to  the 
editor  of  Coin  World:  “If  you  only  measure  the  value  of  your  coin  col¬ 
lection  according  to  the  commercial  ‘trends,’  you’re  missing  out  on  a  great 
deal  of  what  makes  collecting  anything  ‘fun.’  Objects  collected  for  their 
aesthetic  aspects,  their  ‘ prettiness,'  as  opposed  to  price  tag,  usually,  in  the 
course  of  many  years,  end  up,  guess  what?  Much  more  valuable  than 
items  purchased  as  investments...  Q.  David  Bowers’  column  most  of¬ 
ten  demonstrates  this  ideal...  What  a  great  job  to  have,  to  make  a  living 
at  something  he  enjoys  so  much! 
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Sharply  Struck  Gem  1929-S  50C 
1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  in  this  quality  very  rare.  This  coin 


has  it  all!  First  order  gets  it  lor  only . 2,495 

1929-S  EF-45 . 79 


Rare  Gem  1933-S  50<t 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  Irosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence.  3,595 
1933-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 


sharply  struck . 865 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,125 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 


Splendid  1934-S  50<f 


1934-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid,  lustrous 
gem . 2,950 


Gem  1934-S  50C 

1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  high-quality 
gem.  Look  elsewhere  (except  in  a  Bowers  and 


Merena  catalogue!)  and  you’ll  find  these  rarely 

offered! . 2,950 

1934-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine . 1,350 

1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 799 

1934- S  AU-50 . 84 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 290 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1935- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,315 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1935-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,235 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  2,235 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 810 

1936  MS-65 . 169 

1936  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 78 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63 

1936  MS-60.  Brilliant . 45 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 420 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 


1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 610 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1937  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 735 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and  in 

the  context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 735 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 252 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  delicate  gold  toning.  78 

1937  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 78 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 217 

1937-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937-D  AU-55  (NGC) . 112 

1937- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 570 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938  MS-65 . 310 

1938- D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  1,075 

1938-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 685 

1938-D  AU-55 . 315 

1938-D  AU-50 . 275 

1938- D  EF-40 . 129 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 72 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1939- D  MS-64.  Delicately  toned  surfaces.  ..  73 

1940  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 

specimen . 625 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC) . 535 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 535 

1940  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1940  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1941-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1941-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,350 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 217 

1941- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1942- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 224 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 108 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  seen  in 

this  very  high  grade.  Just  purchased! . 1,895 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1942- S  MS-63  Brilliant . 58 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1943  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 46 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1943- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1 043-1)  MS-64.  Brilliant . 103 


1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 65 

1943-D  MS-62  PCI) . 65 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 38 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1943- S  MS-63 . 58 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 76 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . : . 53 

1944-S  MS-65 . 665 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1944- S  AU-55 . 26 

1945  MS-65.  Faint  golden  toning  over  satin  sur¬ 
faces . 126 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant. . . 50 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1946  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 47 

1946-D  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 47 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1946-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 60 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 


Special  Liberty  Walking  Set  Offer! 

STARTER  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars:  A  great  way  to  begin  a  high-grade 
collection  of  this  beautiful  series.  We’ll  select 
$1,000  or  more  worth  of  different  dates  and 
mintmarks  in  the  1930s  and  1940s,  each  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-64  or  MS- 
65.  Your  net  price  is  $895.  In  addition,  if  you 
request,  we’ll  send  some  other  pieces  to  you  on 
approval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each 
piece  will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  Super  Special  Offer.”  We  guaran¬ 
tee  you’ll  like  our  selection,  price,  and  quality. 
Limit:  One  set  per  buyer. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  N(iC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  col¬ 
lectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


1  VARIETY 

MS-63  MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

98 

409 

1934-D 

295 

495 

1125 

1934-S 

799 

1350 

2950 

1935 

72 

290 

1935-D 

280 

1315 

1935-S 

810 

2235 

1936 

63 

1936-D 

155 

420 

1936-S 

225 

315 

610 

1937 

78 

252 

1937-D 

525 

1937-S 

570 

1938 

310 

1938-D 

685 

1075 

1939 

58 

72 

1939-D 

175 

1940 

65 

140 

1940-S 

490 

1941 

46 

126 

1941-D 

58 

135 

1941-S 

119 

2  1  7 

1350 

1942 

46 

58 

135 

1942-D 

72 

108 

224 

1942-S 

58 

92 

595 

1943 

46 

58 

126 

. 

1943-D 

78 

105 

175 

. 

1943-S 

58 

92 

385 

1944 

46 

58 

135 

1944-D 

53 

76 

129 

1944-S 

53 

85 

665 

1945 

46 

58 

126 

1945-D 

53 

59 

135 

1945-S 

50 

175 

1946 

45 

59 

1946-D 

47 

59 

1946-S 

135 

1947 

175 

1947-D 

60 

126 

I  nnikliii  Mall  Hollars 

1948-D  MS-63.  Brilli  ant . 19 

1950- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1951- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1951  -D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1951-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1951-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 76 

1951  -S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1951-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1952  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 76 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  B  rilliant . 450 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1 954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for . 169 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1955  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 12 

1957  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 54 

1957  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1958  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1958-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2S 

1958- D  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 12 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1 959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 1 0 

1959  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1959- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1960- D  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 15 

1960- D  MS-62  (PCI) . 12 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1961- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1961- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1962  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24 

1962  MS-63 . 19 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1963  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 24 

1963  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  present  list¬ 
ing  gives  you  a  great  opportunity  to  start  or  add 
to  your  set  of  Proofs . 24 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 20 

1963  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 12 

1963- D  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 15 

1963-D  MS-61  (PCI).  Brilliant . 10 


Silver  Hollars 

Basic  information:  Silver  dollars  are  one  of  the 
most  popular  collecting  areas,  and  it  is  quite  pos¬ 
sible  that  Morgan  dollars  (1878-1921)  head  the 
popularity  list  among  all  issues. 

Silver  dollars  of  the  1 794- 1  804  era  are  attributed 
to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  (if.  David  Bowers) 
and  are  listed  by  “BB  numbers.  1  he  Bowers  text 
also  gives  detailed  information  concerning  Liberty 
Seated,  Morgan,  Peace  and  later  dollar  types,  in¬ 


cluding  much  history,  rarity,  and  price  information. 
For  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  Comprehensive  ('ana¬ 
log  and  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Morgan  and  Peace  Sil¬ 
ver  Dollars  (Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George 
Mallis)  gives  a  wealth  of  information  not  only  con¬ 
cerning  history  but  also  minute  die  varieties,  while 
The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia 
(John  W.  Highfill)  gi  ves  information  concerning 
market  prices  and  rarity,  as  well  as  numerous  opin¬ 
ions  and  collecting  experiences. 

llraiMMl  liusl  Hollars 

Small  Eagle 

1797  BB-72. 9x7  Stars.  Small  Letters.  VG-10.  (PCGS). 
Attractive  light  toning.  Scarce  year. . 2,095 


Attractive  1797  Dollar 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  EF-40.  A 

very  nice  specimen  of  this  scarce  and  popular 
date . 3,650 


Marvelous  1798  Small  Eagle  $1 


1798  BB-82.  13  Stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  Large  Letters.  AU-50.  A  marvelous 
coin,  certainly  among  the  top  half  dozen  or  so 
finest  known.  Of  additional  importance  as  a  rare 
1798  t)rpe:  most  are  of  the  later  Heraldic  Eagle 
reverse  style.  A  prize  for  the  connoisseur.  9,750 

The  second  of  only  two  1798  varieties  employing  the 
Small  Eagle  reverse. 

1798  BB-82.  13  Stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  F- 1 5  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  toning 
with  a  hint  of  gold  around  the  border.  ..  1 ,495 
1798  BB-108.  10  Arrows.  Heraldic  Eagle.  FT -40. 
Light  gray  surfaces.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this 

issue.  Just  purchased . 995 

1800  BB-193.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  sped 
men  of  this  early  issue . 1 ,59S 
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WAITER  STATES  SILVER  HI  I  NN 


l.ilitTh  Sealed  hollars 


Gem  1846  Silver  Dollar 


1846  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning  around  the  border.  Although 
the  1846  is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  in 
gem  preservation  it  is  a  major  rarity.  ...  10,950 


Mint  State  1848  Rarity 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example. 
Often  a  span  oi years  Wi\\  elapse  between  our 
offerings  of  an  1 848  of  this  remarkable  qual¬ 
ity.  .  5,650 

1848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
1  5,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 

Important  1848  Dollar 
1848  MS-60  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  iridescent 


toning  with  some  prooflike  characteristics.  An¬ 
other  quality  specimen  for  the  specialist.  We 
believe  you’ll  agree  that  it  has  the  aesthetic  qual¬ 
ity  of  an  even  higher  graded  coin . 4,650 

1850-0  F-12  obverse,  VF-20  reverse.  Popular  and 
scarce  New  Orleans  variety.  Just  purchased.  350 


Very  Rare  1854  Dollar 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractively  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  diffi¬ 
cult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this  grade 
level . 5,395 


Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning. 
An  ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade, 
high  rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal — all 
you  could  desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  The 
1858  stands  alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia 


Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  struck  only  in  Proof 
finish;  no  examples  were  ever  made  for  circula¬ 
tion . 9,950 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure 
is  approximately  one-third  of  that  of  the  famous  1 895  Proof 
Morgan  dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier, 
attrition  has  increased  the  difference  even  more. 

1859  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  silver  sur¬ 
faces  with  attractive  light  toning.  Very  sharp. 
Just  purchased . 1,195 


MS-63  1859  Dollar 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
toughest  dates  ol  the  entire  series,  very  much 


underrated . . . 4,950 

1860-0  VF-20 . 235 


Rare  1861  Proof  Dollar 


1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superb  coin,  brilliant 


Three  Nice  Comments  About  RCR  100 


The  other  day  I  was  going  through  a  file 
on  my  Macintosh  5300c  PowerBook  (upon 
which  I  do  most  of  my  writing  these  days) 
and  came  across  some  nice  comments  re¬ 
ceived  after  we  issued  our  Rare  Coin  Review 
No.  100.  Well,  they  didn’t  exactly  make 
Rare  Coin  Review  No.  101 — the  immedi¬ 
ately  following  issue — but  here  they  are: 

From  Candie  Stayton  of  the  Coin  World 
staff: 

“Dear  Dave: 

Just  saw  a  copy  of  the  1 00th  Rare  Coin 
Review,  beautiful  color  cover,  great  photos, 
nice  stories — and  of  course,  a  generous  coin 
listing.  Please  extend  my  congratulations  to 
the  entire  staff.” 


From  David  L.  Ganz,  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“The  100th  issue  of  any  journal  is  an 
important  one,  and  the  Rare  Coin  Review  A  no 
exception.  Congratulations  on  an  outstand¬ 
ing  effort,  and  what  I  hope  is  only  the  start  of 
a  very  long  run. 

“Very  truly  yours” 

From  John  Murbach: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“My  congratulations  on  your  100th  Rare 
Coin  Review.  Yes,  indeed,  the  time  doth  fly 
when  a  person  is  having  fun  as  you  clearly  are. 
Along  with  my  compliments  I’d  also  like  to 
thank  you  for  including  my  short  piece  on 


“chopmarked  paper  money,  and  for  men¬ 
tioning  me  so  favorably  in  your  frontispiece 
article  chronicling  the  history  of  your  com¬ 
panies.  I  felt  flattered.  More  than  flattered,  a 
little  embarrassed  since  it  was  you  and  Jim 
Ruddy  who  were  the  real  inspiration  behind 
B&R  in  the  1 970s;  those  golden  years  when 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  reached  such  hefty 
proportions  the  local  postal  delivery  men 
probably  cursed  our  company  for  causing 
them  back  pains  lugging  them! 

“I  truly  hope  the  next  100  Reviews  are  as 
enjoyable  for  you  to  produce  as  they  are  for 
us,  the  entire  coin  fraternity  (is  that  the  right 
word  fraternity?)  to  read  and  learn  from. 

“Again,  my  congratulations! 
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with  attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  nicer  than  some  you 
will  see  at  the  Proof-64  or  ever  Proof-65  level — 
as  you  will  notice  when  you  open  your  package 
from  us.  Highly  important  as  a  rare  date  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  its  quality. . 3,975 


Remarkable  Gem  1861  $1 


1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  frosty  and  lustrous. 
Light  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  finest  speci¬ 
mens  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  the  1 861 
in  business  strike  form.  A  prize  for  the  advanced 
specialist  and  connoisseur.  . 8,950 


Gem  1862  Dollar 


1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  gent  specimen  from  an 
early  state  of  the  dies  with  finishing  striae  still 
visible.  Sharply  struck  and  beautiful.  Some  iri¬ 
descent  toning  around  the  rims.  Exceedingly 
rare  in  Mint  State,  far  eclipsing  a  Proof  in  this 

regard . 14,500 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly-prized  rarity  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  ...  1 ,450 


Gem  Mint  State  1867  $1 


1 867  MS-64  (NGC).  Mint  State  and  rare  as  such; 
far  rarer  than  a  Proof.  First  three  date  numer¬ 
als  repunched,  the  1  is  repunched  twice.  A  prize 
for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 10,500 


Splendid  1867  Rarity 

1867  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny,  some- 
what  prooflike,  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  business 
strike  level.  Another  outstanding  coin  for  the 
Liberty  Seated  connoisseur . 4,950 

Choice  Proof  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  brilliant  coin  with  a  hint 
of  attractive  toning.  You’ll  like  this  one!  ..  2,850 


1  872-S  VF-30.  Scarce,  desirable,  and  quite  attrac¬ 
tive.  Very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  natu¬ 
rally  retoned  in  shades  of  silver  and  gold.  A  fev, 
scattered  marks  are  noted,  and  a  tiny  rim  mark 
is  seen  at  1 :00  on  the  reverse . 925 

Moraan  hollars 

Basic  information:  Morgan  dollars  were  de¬ 
signed  by  George  T.  Morgan  and  were  produced 
continuously  from  1 878  through  1 904  and  then  for 
the  single  year  1921.  Production  during  the  early 
period  was  at  four  mints:  Philadelphia,  Carson  C aty, 
New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco.  In  1921  the 
Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco  mints 
were  utilized. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  first  regular  issue  of  the 


series .  975 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  Brilliant . 84 


1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  63 


Marc  Emory  Writes 


This  letter  from  Marc  Emory  gives  some 
interesting  background  on  the  superb  gem 
1855-S  half  dollar  featured  in  our  January 
25,  1996,  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor 
Collection  whch  realized  $72,600. 

’’Dear  Dave, 

“In  the  spring  of  1973,  while  1  was  a 
student  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  I 
made  regular  trips  by  train  up  to  New  York 
to  coin  shows  held  there.  At  a  show  held  at 
the  Barbizon  Plaza  Hotel,  a  show  notorious 
for  its  poor  lighting,  I  was  just  about  to  leave 
to  go  back  to  Philadelphia,  when  I  noticed 
that  Lester  Merkin  had  just  set  up  a  table 
near  the  door. 

“I  stopped  at  his  table,  intending  only  to 
say  hello,  when  my  eye  caught  a  dark,  but 
seemingly  high-grade  1853  half  dollar.  When 
I  asked  to  see  it  under  a  lamp,  I  was  blown 
away  to  discover  it  was  a  gem  1855-S.  I  also 
was  a  bit  unnerved  to  hear  the  $2,500  price 
tag,  but  I  knew  even  then  that  this  coin  was 
a  ’monster.’  The  price  tag  of  $2,500  was  just 
about  all  I  could  scrape  up  at  the  time,  but  I 
said  I  would  take  it  anyway.  This  was  just 
about  a  month  before  1  was  to  leave  on  my 
summer  vacation  to  Europe. 

“About  a  week  later,  I  got  a  phone  call 
from  Bill  Mitkoff.  At  the  time,  Bill  was  an 
important  dealer  in  high-grade  coins.  Bill 
said,  ‘I  hear  you  bought  a  spectacular  1  855- 
S  half  dollar  in  New  York.'  1  marveled  at  how 
fast  the  news  had  traveled. 

“He  then  said,  to  my  surprise,  'I  hear  you 
stole  it. 


“Not  having  even  considered  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  having  bought  the  coin  cheaply,  I  didn't 
react  immediately,  but  gathering  my  wits, 
responded  with,  'It  was  reasonable,  I  guess.’ 
Bill  then  asked  what  1  wanted  for  the  piece.  I 
had  no  idea,  but  if  he  thought  it  was  impor¬ 
tant  enough  to  call  me,  then  1  thought  it  was 
worth  more  than  a  $  1 00  profit.  I  gulped,  and 
said  that  I  really  hadn’t  thought  about  selling 
it  yet,  but  he  could  call  me  when  I  got  back 
from  Europe  in  the  fall.  He  then  got  very 
irritated,  and,  to  make  a  long  story  short, 
made  me  give  him  a  price.  Picking  a  number 
out  of  the  air,  I  said  $3,300.  He  said,  too 
quickly  lor  my  liking,  'It's  mine. 

“Needless  to  say,  his  client  for  the  coin 
was  Jamie  Pryor.  When  I  made  Jamie’s 
acquaintance  a  year  or  so  later,  he  jokingly 
berated  me  for  having  had  such  a  memo¬ 
rable  half  dollar  and  not  having  offered  it  to 
him  directly.  This  was  all  a  good-natured 
joke,  of  course,  since  1  had  never  met  Jamie 
when  all  this  occurred.  In  the  years  follow¬ 
ing,  I  joined  Jim  Halperin  and  went  into 
numismatics  full-time,  and  saw  Jamie  more 
often.  He  never  let  a  chance  go  by  to  remind 
me  that  the  1  855-S  was  still  one  of  the  all- 
time  favorite  coins  of  his  collection.  It  was 
certainly  one  of  the  two  most  memorable 
coins  I  ever  owned  by  myself  (alongwith  the 
1 875  trade  dollar  1  told  you  about  when  you 
were  writing  your  Encyclopedia  on  silver 
dollars  and  trade  dollars). 

“Best  regards,’’ 

— Marc  Emory 
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Let  The  Feathers 
Fall  Where 

They  May 

by  Pete  R.  Bishal 


This  article  appeared  in  the  May  9th,  1 995  issue  ^Numis¬ 
matic  News  and  is  reprinted  with  permission: 

EIGHT  tailfeathers,  seven  tailleathers,  seven  over  eight 
tailfeathers — and  now  a  new  designation  for  the  reverse  de¬ 
sign  on  some  1878  Morgan  dollars:  “doubled  tailfeathers. 

Horsefeathers! 

Pity  George  T.  Morgan,  designer  of  the  coin  that  bears 
his  name,  who  must  be  spinning  in  his  grave  over  the  con¬ 
troversy  that’s  been  stirred  up  lately  over  one  of  his  repre¬ 
sentations  of  the  national  bird. 

The  question  is,  if  the  1878-P  7/8  Tailfeather  Reverse  is 
not  a  “7/8,”  then  what  is  it? 

To  begin  at  the  beginning,  Morgan  originally  produced 
a  number  of  7  Tailfeather  Pattern  reverse  designs  in  1877 
which  were  very  similar,  but  not  identical.  Each  had  a  ring 
ol  148  denticles,  progressive  states  of  the  outer  lettering,  and 
identical  wreaths.  These  he  combined  with  a  number  of  cen¬ 
tral  eagle’s  designs,  also  slightly  different  from  one  another. 

Interestingly,  traces  ol  the  original  outer  “rings”  from  these 
pattern  designs  have  now  been  isolated,  and  iden¬ 
tified  as  such,  o  the  so-called  7/8  Tailfeather 
Reverses  of  1878.  Therefore,  the  only 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  is  that  the  un¬ 
derlying  design  is  related  not  to  an 
8  Tailfeather  motif,  but  to  the  7 
Tailfeather  patterns? 

Because  the  neck  feathers 
differed  on  each  of  Morgan’s 
eagles,  a  comparison  of  the 
head/neck  junction  and  the 
surrounding  areas  will  show 
that  the  jagged  line  of  neck 
feathers  differed  in  cut  or  place¬ 
ment  from  die  to  die.  While  the 
bodies  of  the  eagles  were  basically 
the  same,  the  heads  were  slightly 
different. 

Specifically,  if  one  traces  a 
line  from  the  tip  of  the  eagle’s 
lower  beak  and  down  the  left 
side  of  the  neck,  it  branches  as 
some  point  into  a  pair  of 
curves.  Following  the  curva¬ 


ture  of  the  lines  of  each  fork  on  different  pat¬ 
terns,  we  ll  find  most  ending  on  the  neck. 

Two,  however,  do  not.  One  ends  with  a 
tip  sweeping  upward  and  another  drooping 
downward,  both  well  into  the  field. 

From  this,  it  is  evident  that  each  eagle’s 
head  was  carved  separately  before  being 
added  to  the  body  and  the  remainder  of  the 
design.  The  implication  is  that  such  unique 
features,  when  identified  on  coins  struck 
sometime  later,  can  be  used  to  link  these 
coins  to  particular  pattern  dies. 

Now,  returning  to  the  so-called  7/8  TF 
design  and  observing  the  same  area  of  the 
neck,  it  can  be  shown  that  there  is  a  feather 
protruding  from  the  eagle’s  neck  in  lower  re¬ 
lief.  The  curva¬ 
ture  matches  that  of  the  same 
feather  on  one  of  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  patterns,  leading  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is,  in  fact,  the 
remains  of  a  pattern  design. 

Another  piece  of  the  puzzle  is 
found  when  examining  the 
bundle  of  arrows  that  the  eagles  is 
clutching  on  the  reverse  of 
Morgan’s  design.  Here,  the  pro¬ 
truding  end  of  the  center  arrow  shaft  (more  correctly  called  the 
“nock”)  is  clearly  visible.  Look  at  any  of  the  16  known  “7/8” 
Tailfeather  die  varieties  (from  14  different  reverse)  and  this 
nock  is  visible  different  from  that  on  any  8  Tailfeather  design. 

The  point  is  this:  on  all  “7/8 ”  Tailfeather  reverses,  the 
undertype  design  clearly  has  a  longer,  much  thinner  nock, 
which  effectively  eliminates  the  8  Tailfeather  reverse  as  the  de¬ 
sign  under  a  “7/8”  Tailfeather. 

The  only  other  possibility  is  that  the  top  design  (unques¬ 
tionably  a  7  Tailfeather)  supplied  the  long  nock.  And  this  can¬ 
not  be  so.  Look  closely  at  the  overlying  7 
Tailfeather  design.  On  every  “7/8”  variety,  the 
longer  nock  is  lower  in  re/zV/than  the  “top” 
design.  Why  couldn’t  the  overlying  de¬ 
sign  contribute  the  long  nock?  Be¬ 
cause  the  low  relief  of  the  nock 
would  indicate  it  was  strictly  part 
of  the  underlying  design. 

Interestingly,  there  never  was 
a  “production  model”  of  the  B1 
Reverse  (center  arrow  with  long 
nock).  At  the  “suggestion”  of  his 
superiors,  Morgan  developed  a 
new  7  Tailfeather  reverse  design 
prior  to  the  25th  of  March,  1 878. 
These  dies  were  then  paired  with  a 
new  obverse  type,  and  Proof  speci¬ 
mens  were  struck  and  recorded 
on  the  25th.  Important  to  the 
argument  here,  all  of  these  were 
of  the  shorter  nock  variety. 
Hence,  the  overlying  “7”  of  the 
so-called  “7/8”  Tailfeather  de¬ 
sign  does  not  represent  the 


Reverse  of  1878  pattern  dollar,  Pollock-1727 
7/8  Tailfeathers  variety  with  major  doubling  of  tail 
feathers. 
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byproduct  of  a  Bl  &  Tailfeathcr  hub  reimpressing  an  8  Tailfeather 
die,  which  is  the  present  theory. 

Why?  Because  such  a  Bl  hub  never  existed.  Morgan’s  new  hub 
was  the  B2! 

Consider  the  fact  that  there  are  no  7 
Tailfeather  Proofs  with  B 1  (long  nock)  re¬ 
verses.  All  have  the  B2  (short  nock)  reverse. 

The  truth  is  the  Bl  was  never  a  major 
change  in  design,  but  rather  resulted  from 
rehubbing  another  eagle  design  similar  in 
height  to  the  B2.  In  other  words,  both  the 
Bl  and  “7/8”  designs  were  produced  by 
rehubbing  the  new  B2  reverse  over  an  ear¬ 
lier  pattern  design  with  already  had  the  long  nock. 

So,  the  conclusion  is  that  both  the  “7/8  TF”  (VAMs  30-45)  and 
the  Bl  Reverses  (VAMs  70-84)  were  the  product  of  rehubbing  the 
new  B2  Reverse  over  available  pattern  dies.  Contrary  to  conventional 
wisdom,  the  process  never  involved  an  8  Tailfeather  hub. 

What  was  the  practical  result?  Where  clearly  visible  evidence  of 
dual  hubbing  remains,  particularly  with  extra  tailfeather  tips  visible 
under  the  primary  design,  you  have  what  is  now  called  the  “:7/8 
Tailfeather”  reverse.  Where  the  tailfeathers  were  not  out  of  register, 


you  have  what  is  now  called  a  Bl  reverse.  In  either  case,  the  results 
are  the  same:  A  7  I  ailfeather  pattern  die  rehuhhed  by  the  new  B2,  7 
Tailfeather  design  hub! 

Having  identified  the  two  designs  involved  in  these  so-called  7/ 

8  Tailfeather  die  varieties,  what  should 
they  properly  be  called?  If  “7/8 
I  ailfeather”  was  logical,  then  “7/Pat- 
tern7”  (designated  “7/P7”  or  “7/7P”) 
might  be  the  answer.  The  choice  of 
course,  is  up  to  the  hobby  which  will  ul¬ 
timately  use  these  terms.  But  in  any  case, 
there  are  now  good  reasons  to  put  the  “7/ 
8  TF  designation  to  rest.  It’s  been 
pushed  out  of  the  nest — and  it  just  won’t  fly. 

Peter  R.  Bishal,  a  charter  member  of the  Society  of  Silver  Dollar  Col¬ 
lectors,  is  recognized for  his  in-depth  research  on  the  development  of  the 
Morgan  dollar.  His  expertise  on  1878-P  Morgan  dollar  die  varieties 
is  widely  acknowledged.  Besides  contributing  to  The  Comprehensive 
Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars  by  Van 
Allen  and  Mallis  (The  “ VAM  Book")  and  Q.  David  Bowers’  Silver 
Dollars  &  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  he  is  a  frequent  guest 
writer  in  various  numismatic  journals. 


About  1895  Dollars 


The  1 895  Morgan  silver  dollar  is  a  great  rarity.  So  far  as  is  known, 
only  880  Proofs  and  no  business  strikes  were  made  (concerning  the 
lack  of  business  strikes,  you  may  recall  the  feature  by  Henry  G. 
Hettger  and  Q.  David  Bowers  in  an  earlier  Rare  Coin  Review  issue). 

Now  comes  this  letter  on  the  subject  by  reader  Leonard 
Augsburger: 

“Dear  David, 

“I  was  reading  through  the  October  11,  1901,  edition  of  the 
Berne,  Indiana,  Berne  Witness.  The  following  interesting  item  was 
found  in  the  social  news: 

Levi  Augsburger,  near  Linn  Grove,  has  a  silver  dollar  of  the  year 
1 895.  These  dollars  are  very  scarce.  One  man  in  Decatur  [Indiana]  was 
given  a  free  trip  to  Buffalo  this  summer  for  one  of  them. 

“I  checked  out  your  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia  as  soon  as  I  got 
home  for  further  enlightenment.  It  seems  that  your  valuation  of 
$2.00  for  a  Proof  example  of  this  coin  in  1900  may  be  on  the  low 
side. 

“Levi,  who  died  without  family,  was  a  brother  of  my  great-great- 
grandfather.  The  coin  may  have  been  included  in  his  estate  sale.  He 
died  in  1938. 

“Any  idea  who  the  dealer  in  Buffalo  may  have  been?  The  other 
question  is  where  the  coin  was  acquired.  It  is  known  that  Levi  was 


once  in  Zion,  Illinois,  and  must  have  gone  through  Chicago  to  get 
there.  Perhaps  he  acquired  it  from  a  Chicago  dealer. 

“Best  regards,”  — Leonard  Augsburger 

Editor’s  comment:  The  story  about  a  free  trip  to  Buffalo  was 
probably  just  one  of  many  coin  stories  appearing  in  the  public  press. 
Proof  specimens  of  the  1 895  dollar  were  indeed  available  at  low  prices 
at  the  time,  as  a  perusal  olold  auction  catalogues,  etc.,  will  reveal.  Here 
are  a  few  historical  auction  prices  taken  from  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

1898,  March  8.  The  New  Jersey  Collection  (so-called).  Sold  by 
Ed.  Frossard:  1895  Brilliant  Proof  $2.15. 

1904,  July  7-8.  Ralph  Barker  Collection.  Sold  by  the  Chapman 
brothers:  1895  Br.  Proof  $6. 10. 

1905,  May  13.  Waldo  C.  Moore  Collection.  Sold  by  Ben  G. 
Green:  1895  Proof.  Very  rare.  $4.60. 

1914,  November  13.  Arthur  C.  Nygren  Collection  (sold  by  B. 
Max  Mehl):  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  Rare.  $2. 

In  any  event,  I  doubt  that  in  1 900  an  1 895  dollar  was  worth  an 
all  expenses  paid  trip  from  Indiana  to  Buffalo,  New  York.  Perhaps 
you  could  checkon  the  price  of  a  coach  ticketon  a  train;  possibly  this 
was  just  a  few  dollars. 

Let  us  know  if  you  learn  more. 
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united  states  silver  coins 


18^8  Doubled  Failfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  280 
18”S  Doubled  Failfeathers.  MS-63,  prooflike  185 
18^8  ”  Failfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

18^8  ”  Failfeathers.  Reverse  ol  1879.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 985 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 33 

1 878-S  to  1 882-S  San  Francisco  dollar  set  of  seven 

pieces.  AU  to  MS-63,  representing  the  first 
seven  dates  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  in  a 
custom  plastic  display  holder.  The  five  coins 
dated  1 878-S  through  1 882-S  average  MS-62; 
and  the  wo  coins  dated  1 883-S  and  1 884-S  are 
AU-50  to  AU-53.  Ask  for  “Early  San  Francisco 

Morgan  Dollar  Set”  when  ordering . 435 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,045 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  beautiful  gem!  Although  1 878-CC  is  not  a 
great  rarity,  really  choice  MS-65  examples  such 

as  this  are  quite  hard  for  us  to  find . 1,045 

1878-CC  MS-64 . 195 

1878-CC  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 195 

1878-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 90 

1878-CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 90 

1878-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 87 

1878-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 84 

1 878-S  MS-65 . 280 

1 878-S  MS-64  DMPL.  (NGC) . 315 

1 878- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  rain¬ 

bow  toning  from  2:00  to  6:00  at  rim  on  ob¬ 
verse .  56 

1879  MS-65.  Brilliant . 860 

1879  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1879  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1879- 0  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Rare  so  nice!. ..435 

1879-0  MS-63 . 160 

1879-0  MS-62 . 76 

1879-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 76 

1879-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1879-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1879-S  MS-65 . 133 

1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1879-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1879- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 27 

1880  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find  at  this 

grade  level.  A  beauty! . 975 

1880  MS-64.  Brilliant . 94 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant,  sharp  and  frosty. . 615 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  189 

1 880-CC  VAM-5.  Rarity-4.  8/High  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-65  (NGC) . 750 

1880-CC  VAM-6.  Rarity-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC. 


1880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant. 


1880-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 170 

1 880-CC  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 1 54 

1880-0  MS-64.  Brilliant.  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. ..  1 ,675 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  scarce  (at  this 

grade  level)  issue . 1,675 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 375 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 285 

1880-S  MS-65,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 143 

1880-S  MS-65,  prooflike  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  143 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 127 

1880-S  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1880-S  MS-64,  prootlike  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..56 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1880-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1880- S  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  an  arc  of  iridescent 
toning  around  part  of  the  obverse  border.  ...23 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning . 255 

1881-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 195 

1881-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 127 

1881-S  MS-64  PL.  Brilliant.  Many,  many  Morgan 
dollars  have  been  added  to  our  stock  recently. 
Use  this  issue  to  add  to  your  collection.  You’ll 

get  quality  and  value  combined . 1 12 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 
coins  in  the  Morgan  dollar  set.  Buy  a  really  nice 
one  for  only . 34 

1881- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1882  MS-65.  Brilliant . 515 

1882- CC  MS-65 . 280 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 100 

1882-CC  MS-63.  G.S.A.  holder.  Brilliant . 77 

1882-0  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 

level . 910 

1882-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Popular,  scarce,  and  quite 
curious  “overmintmark”  issue.  Brilliant.  ..  1,250 

1 882-S  MS-65 . 130 

1 882- S  MS-64  Brilliant . 52 

1883  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 215 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 

1883-CC  MS-63.  In  G.S.A.  holder.  Brilliant.  .70 

1883-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 63 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 133 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 


750 

1 883-S  MS-61  (PCGS). 

A  key  issue  in  all  grades. 

650 

Brilliant . 

. 509 

265 

1884  MS-65.  Brilliant.  . 

. 265 

189 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant.  . 

. 56 

175 

1884  MS-63 . 

. 35 

1884-CC  MS-65 . 225 

1884-CC  MS-64 . 91 

1884-CC  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS) . 98 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 68 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 127 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 49 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  ll  send  you  a  really 

nice  one  from  a  group  we  recently  bought. 
Each: .  33 

1884- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 133 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . .,. . 53 

1885  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Gold  toning.  ..53 

1885  MS-63 . 35 

1 885- CC  MS-65.  A  frosty  gem!  . 525 

1885-CC  MS-64 . 265 

1 885-CC  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 275 

1885-CC  MS-63 . 245 

1885-CC  VAM-3.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant . 259 

1885-CC  MS-62 . 239 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320 

1885-0  MS-65 . 127 

1885-0  MS-64,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 112 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 63 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1885-S  MS-64,  prooflike.  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  560 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1885-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1885- S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 175 

Gem  Proof  1886  Dollar 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem. 

First  order  gets  it  for . 2,495 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1886  MS-65-  Brilliant . 130 

1886  MS-64 . 49 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  pale  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 49 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1886  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1886- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

grade . 850 

1 886-0  AU-55 . 84 

1886-S  MS-64.  Scarce  so  fine.  Brilliant . 615 

1886-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 160 

1887/6-0  MS-61  (NGC) . 420 

1887  MS-65 . 127 

1887  MS-64 . 49 


“Best  Seen  Anywhere ” 

This  letter  is  from  a  California  reader: 

“When  I  ordered  your  'Get  Acquainted 
Offer’  for  a  Morgan  silver  dollar,  1  didn’t 
know  what  to  expect.  The  1 883-0  proved 
to  be  a  little  gem — actually,  not  so  little  as 
it  is  a  big  coin.  Your  quality  is  the  best  I’ve 
seen  anywhere.  Enclosed  is  an  order  for  an 
1883-CC  and  1884-CC.” 
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1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1887-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1887-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1887-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 154 

1887-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 81 


Gem  Proof  1888  Dollar 


1889-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1889-S  MS-64.  Attractive  golden  toning  on  the 

peripheries.  Brilliant . 355 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1890  MS-64 .  195 


1893-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  <>t 
this  highly  prized  and  quite  elusive  Carson  (  ary 


dollar,  the  final  “CC’  issue  in  the  series. .  1,750 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61,  proofiike  (N<  .<  '  Brilliant.  1  ^95 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant .  I  1 

1 893-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 665 


1888  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Rare  so 


fine! . 3,150 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 205 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1888  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1888-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 499 

1888-0  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 399 

1888-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 615 

1888-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 405 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1889.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 25 


Mint  State  1889-CC  Rarity 


;srr  sr*  fins?; 


1889-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Well 
struck,  too.  The  rarest  of  all  Carson  City  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars.  First  order  gets  it  for  only  ...  10,950 

Key  1889-CC  Dollar 

1 889-CC  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  The  key  Carson 
City  silver  dollar  in  the  Morgan  series.  ...  2,950 
1889-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 630 


Try  Us  and  Yoiill  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order — something  small  and 
inexpensive.  We  think  you’ll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity,  service,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 
Since  1953  we  have  been  serving  serious 
buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of  nearly  every¬ 
one  who  has  contact  with  us. 


Memorable  Gem  1890-CC 


1893-S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 


and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1894  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1894  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck . 930 

1 894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  issues 
in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre 
remain . 395 


1894-0  Morgan  Dollar 


1894-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3,075 

1 894-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 280 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 885 


1894-S  MS-62.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series.  Quality!  509 


1894-S  AU-55 . 245 

1894- S  AU-53 . 225 

1895- 0  AU-50.  A  highly  important  issue . 840 

1895-0  EF-40 . 210 

1895-0  EF-40  (NGC) . 210 

1895-0  VF-30 . 155 

1895-0  VF-20 . 145 


1890-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
delicate  golden  toning  around  the  border.  One 
of  the  nicest  examples  we’ve  ever  seen! ...  3,750 

1890-CC  MS-63 . 420 

1890-CC  MS-61  (NGC) . 230 

1890-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1890-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 140 

1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 42 

1890-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 819 

1890-S  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,295 

1890-S  MS-64 . 185 

1890-S  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS) . 525 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 62 

1890-S  MS-62  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1890-S  MS-62 . 44 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 44 

1890-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 44 

1890- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 39 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high  grade 

level . 750 

1891  MS-63.  Brilliant . 140 

1891  MS-62.  Brilliant . 58 

1891- CC  MS-64.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 

somewhat  scarce  Carson  City  issue . 665 

1 89 1  -CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 840 

1891-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 46 

1 892  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  Philadel- 


Gem  1895-S  Dollar! 


1895-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  A  beautiful  gem  speci¬ 
men,  indeed,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  seen  in 
recent  years.  The  1895-S  nearly  always  has 
heavy  bagmarks.  This  coin  is  a  pleasing  excep¬ 
tion  and  will  be  a  showpiece  in  any  advanced 
Morgan  dollar  collection.  Telephone  to  reserve 
it  for  only . 5,600 

The  two  most  egregious  issues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  se¬ 


phia  Mint  issues  of  the  era.  . 

. 685 

1893-CC  and  the  1895-S. 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 309 

1895-S  F- 12 . 

. 155 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 935 

1896  MS-65 . 

. 175 

1892-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 

. 530 

1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 34 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brill 

iant.  Scarce.  .  530 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 

. 20 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

. 595 

1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With 

much  more  frost. 

1 892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant 

.  A  splendid  speci- 

lustre,  and  brilliance  than  usu 

ally  seen.  An  excep- 

men  of  this  key  issue . 1 ,550 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  original 
mint  lustre  still  remains.  Popular  rarity.  1,550 
1 892-S  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  and  priced  accord¬ 
ingly.  . 950 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,425 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 849 

1893  AU-55 . 225 


tional  coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  .  2,1 50 
1896-0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray  ton¬ 
ing .  765 

1896-0  AU-55.  Some  lustre  still  remains . 168 

1896- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 1  12 

1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1897- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Scarce  at 

this  grade  level . 1 ,565 
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1897-0  AU-55 . 140 

1 897-0  AU-50  (AN ACS  Cache) . 98 

189^-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of 

this  popular  San  Francisco  issue . 499 

1897-S  MS-64 . 88 

1897-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 


Glittering  Gem  1898  Dollar 


1 898  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem  specimen 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Certainly  this 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  all  surviving 

O 


Proofs  of  this  year . 3,095 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1898-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 130 


Morgan  dollar  history  is  fascinating.  Did  you  know  that 
at  one  time  the  1 898-0  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  rarities  in  the  series?  Then,  in  autumn  1962,  the  uni¬ 
verse  of  Morgan  dollars  rearranged  itself. 


1898-0  MS-64 . 53 

1898-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1898-S  AU-50 . 63 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 650 


The  1 899  has  always  been  a  highly  desired  date.  Some 
controversy  arose  in  numismatic  circles  concerning  this  issue, 
an  interesting  circumstance  related  in  the  book,  Silver  Dol¬ 
lars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Ency¬ 


clopedia. 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1899  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1899  MS-62.  Brilliant . 81 

1899-0  MS-64 . 53 

1899-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1899-0  AU-50 . 17 

1899-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 475 

1899-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1900  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 


1900-0/CC  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  outer  rims . 1 ,325 


The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coinage  operations  in 
1 893,  but  it  was  not  known  if  they  would  resume  (earlier,  in 
1 885,  when  there  was  a  cessation,  the  mint  reopened  later  in 
1889).  Accordingly,  reverse  dies  (which  were  undated  and 
could  be  used  at  any  time)  were  retained.  By  1900,  it  was 
realized  that  coinage  would  not  recommence,  and  at  least  six 
CC  dies  were  sent  back  to  Philadelphia  (where  all  dies,  in¬ 
cluding  those  for  branch  mints,  were  prepared),  overstamped 
with  O  mintmarks,  and  shipped  to  New  Orleans  for  use. 
Hence,  the  curious  1900-O/CC  overmintmark. 


1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in 
this  high  grade.  We  recently  bought  a  small 
group  (three  pieces),  all  selected  gems,  and  can 


offer  you  one  for: . 1 ,325 

1900-0/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 475 

1900  O/CC.  MS-63 . 350 


1900-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 


ing  around  the  rims. 


699 


1900-0  MS-65 . 133 

1900-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1900-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


Beautiful  Gem  1901  Dollar 


1901  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 
with  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  Of  ex¬ 
ceptional  importance  as  a  date.  A  Mint  State 
coin  in  comparable  grade  would  cost  many 
thousands  of  dollars  more!  An  ideal  opportunity 
to  acquire  this  exceedingly  elusive  (in  high 

grades)  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 4,750 

1901  Proof-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  An  end- 
run,  so  to  speak,  for  the  buyer  seeking  a  high 
level  1901 . 1,895 


Outstanding  Mint  State  1901  $1 


1901  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely  well- 
struck.  A  very  exceptional  specimen  of  this  prize 
rarity  among  Mint  State  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
You  can  look  for  the  next  1 0  years  and  we  doubt 
if  you’ll  find  the  quality  equal  of  this  at  or  near 
this  grade  level.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  high- 
grade,  aesthetically  appealing  coin,  your  search 
ends  right  here . 4,325 

Mint  State  1901  $1 

1901  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant.  A  rare  Mint  State  specimen  of  a  year  that 
is  nearly  always  seen  in  circulated  grades.  3,950 
1901  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  A  brilliant  and 


frosty  coin,  well  struck . 1 ,995 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 560 

1901  AU-53 . 315 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS) . 280 

1901-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1 901  -S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 840 

1901- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Popular  issue.  320 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 609 

1902- 0  MS-66  (PCGS) . 475 

1902-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 560 


1902-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 189 

1902-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 175 

1902- S  AU-58 . 140 

1903  MS-65 . 230 

1903  MS-64 . 63 

1903- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1903-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1903-S  EF-40 . 325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 325 

1904  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1904- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . .'.....133 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

Gem  1904-S  Dollar 

1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 

Key  date . 2,950 

1904-S  AU-50 . 595 

1904-S  EF-40.  Rare  issue . 199 

1921  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant . 31 

1921  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1921  MS-62.  Brilliant . 19 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 309 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 


Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,’  which 
consists  ol  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  II  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you 
build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63  MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

84 

975 

1878  7/8  TF 

280 

1878  7  TF 

119 

985 

1878-CC 

105 

195 

1045 

1878-S 

56 

280 

1879 

105 

860 

1879-0 

160 

1879-S 

133 

1880 

94 

975 

1880-CC 

189 

265 

650 

1880-0 

375 

1675 

1880-S 

34 

49 

127 

1881-CC 

205 

259 

420 

1881-S 

34 

49 

127 

1882 

515 

1882-CC 

100 

280 

1882-0 

910 

1882-S 

52 

130 

1883 

140 

1883-CC 

70 

98 

215 

1 883-0 

34 

133 
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MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


1884 

35 

265 

1884-CC 

68 

91 

225 

1884-0 

33 

49 

127 

1885 

53 

1885-CC 

245 

265 

525 

1885-0 

127 

1885-S 

175 

420 

1886 

49 

130 

1886-S 

615 

1887 

33 

49 

127 

1887-0 

345 

1887-S 

154 

575 

1888 

35 

53 

205 

1888-0 

499 

1888-S 

239 

615 

1889 

53 

405 

1889-0 

630 

1889-S 

189 

355 

1890 

195 

1890-CC 

420 

3750 

1890-0 

210 

1890-S 

62 

185 

819 

1891 

140 

750 

1891-CC 

315 

665 

1891-0 

840 

1892 

309 

1892-CC 

935 

1892-0 

595 

1893 

1425 

1894-0 

3075 

1894-S 

885 

1896 

175 

1897 

35 

1897-S 

88 

499 

1898 

239 

1898-0 

39 

53 

130 

1899 

105 

185 

650 

1899-0 

53 

1899-S 

245 

475 

1900 

53 

210 

1900-0 

35 

53 

133 

1900-O/CC 

350 

475 

1325 

1901-0 

225 

1901-S 

840 

1902 

609 

1902-0 

140 

1902-S 

560 

1903 

63 

230 

1903-0 

185 

205 

369 

1904 

515 

1904-0 

49 

133 

1 904-S 

2950 

1 92 1  Morgan 

140 

1921-D 

309 

1921-S 

126 

IVan1  Dollars 

Basic  information:  Peace  dollars,  minted  1921 
to  1935,  are  among  the  most  beautiful  of  Ameri¬ 
can  coins,  especially  if  in  carefully  selected  grades 


of  MS-63  to  MS-65. 

1921  Peace  MS-64  Brilliant . 480 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 


1922  High  Relief  Proof  Rarity 


1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC).  High 
relief  as  in  1921,  and  completely  unlike  the 
regular  1922  issue.  In  terms  of  absolute  rarity, 
the  1922  High  Relief  eclipses  the  famous  1804 
silver  dollar.  The  present  specimen  is  beautiful 
in  its  appearance,  and  of  unquestioned  rarity 
and  desirability.  . 49,500 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition  R. 
W.  Julian  reports  that  35,401  business  strike  1922  High 
Relief  dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were 
not  released.  One  worn  example  is  known  and  may  be  from 


the  business  strike  production. 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50 

1922  MS-63 . 27 

1922  MS-60.  Brilliant . 15 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 60 

1922- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 320 

1923  MS-65 . 165 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 26 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 18 

1923  MS-61.  Brilliant . 17 

1923- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1923-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,795 


On  the  obverse,  a  very  tiny  but  quite  interesting  die  break 
is  seen  around  much  of  the  border. 


1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 369 

1923-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 

1923- S  AU-55 . 17 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1924  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

1924- S  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning  on  central 

devices . 465 

1924- S  MS-61 . 160 

1925  MS-64 . 30 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 665 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 450 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 71 


1926-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 765 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 230 

1926-D  AU-55 . 34 

1926-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,050 

1926-S  MS-64 . 195 

1926-S  MS-62 . 42 

1926-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 


Notable  Quality  1927  SI 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty  sur¬ 


faces.  A  gem!  . 2,750 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1927-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1927-D  MS-61 . 140 


1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS). These  MS-61  coinshave 
been  hand-selected  for  their  brilliance,  lustre 
and  quality.  If  you  are  seeking  a  specimen  of  this 
rare  date,  we  know  you’ll  be  delighted!  A  spar¬ 


kling  beauty.  Only  a  few  left  for,  each: . 140 

1927-D  AU-50  (PCGS) . 76 

1927-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 819 

1927-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 224 

1927-S  AU-55 . 63 


MS-65  1928  Peace  Dollar 

1928  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,650 

1928  MS-64.  Brilliant . 599 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  the  sat¬ 

iny  surface  characteristic  of  this  date.  Lowest 

mintage  regular  issue  in  the  series . 31  5 

1928  AU-50 . 154 

1928-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1,295 

1928-S  MS-63.  Scarcer  than  the  market  realizes, 

in  our  opinion . 350 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,365 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 87 

1934  MS-62  (NGC) . 87 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 675 

1934-D  MS-63 . 205 

1934-D  MS-61.  Light  golden  toning . 87 


Guar  an  teed  A  uthen  ticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  ever)’  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 
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Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


Gem  1874-S  Trade  $1 


1934-S  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  specimen 
ot  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark  in  the  Peace 


dollar  series . 3,695 

1934-S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  The  coin  of  the  series.  1,725 
1934-S  MS-60 . 1,225 

1934- S  AU-50.  Attractive . 420 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1935  MS-60.  Brilliant . 42 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,065 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1935-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 126 

1935-S  Three  Rays  above  eagle’s  tail.  AU-50.  Bril¬ 
liant . 68 


Five-piece  dollar  set.  1878  Morgan,  1923  Peace, 
1871-S  Eisenhower,  1776-1876  Eisenhower 
bicentennial,  and  1879-S  Susan  B.  Anthony. 
Grades  range  from  MS-60  to  Proof-65.  Housed 
in  a  Capital  Plastic  Type  dollar  holder  with  eight 
openings.  Guaranteed  to  please . 89 

A  Remarkable  Guarantee 

First,  the  guarantee:  Ifyou  spend  $95  as 
we  suggest  below,  and  you  are  not  1 00% 
delighted,  just  let  us  know  within  two 
months,  and  all  the  publications  you’ve 
received  to  date  are  yours  FREE,  and  a 
FULL  REFUND  will  be  given  of  your 
subscription  price. 

Details:  For  just  $95  charged  to  your 
credit  card,  or  your  personal  check  for  this 
amount,  you  will  receive  a  twelve-month 
subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and 
The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five  Grand  For¬ 
mat  auction  catalogues  (with  prices  real¬ 
ized),  and  special  offers  and  mailings.  A 
value  of  over  $200  if  purchased  separately! 

Many  great  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  Art  in  the 
works,  and  our  1996  auction  season  will 
he  spangled  with  some  of  the  finest  sales 
ever. 

Subscribe  today.  The  easiest  way  is  to 
call  1-800-222-5993  and  charge  it  to  your 
credit  card. 

And,  our  remarkable  guarantee  is  yours 
if  you  want  to  use  it  (but,  we  would  be 
surprised  ifyou  did). 


ivmt  iioi  liirs 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin 
is  NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or 
lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among 
the  finest  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  par¬ 
ticular  about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops 
here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63  MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

230 

480 

1922 

50 

165 

1922-D 

60 

560 

1922-S 

320 

1923 

26 

50 

165 

1923-D 

1795 

1923-S 

369 

1924 

189 

1924-S 

465 

1925 

50 

1925-S 

665 

1926 

71 

450 

1926-D 

230 

765 

1926-S 

195 

1050 

1927 

98 

335 

2750 

1927-D 

699 

1927-S 

819 

1928 

315 

599 

2650 

1928-S 

350 

1295 

1934 

115 

245 

1365 

1934-D 

205 

675 

1934-S 

1935 

175 

795 

1935-S 

1065 

Trade  Dollars 


Basic  information:  Trade  dollars,  minted  for 
circulation  from  1873-1878,  and  only  in  Proof 
finish  after  that,  are  a  very  attractive  series  offer¬ 
ing  many  purchase  opportunities.  The  history  of 
this  series  is  ably  and  interestingly  chronicled  in 
The  United  States  Trade  Dollar  (John  M.  Willem) 
now  out  of  print.  Q.  David  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  contains  detailed  studies  on  each 
date  and  mintmark  issue  of  trade  dollars  coupled 
together  with  much  historical  information. 

A  great  way  to  form  a  set  is  to  seek  one  of  each 
of  the  business  strike  mintmark  issues  from  1873 
through  1878  inclusive,  and  one  of  each  Proof 
from  1873  to  1883.  These  large  and  impressive 
coins,  heavier  than  a  silver  dollar,  will  make  an  im¬ 
pressive  display! 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types: 

Type  I  obverse  used  1 873-1876:  Ribbon  ends  below  LIB¬ 
ERTY  point  toward  the  left. 

Type  II  obverse  used  1876-1885:  Ribbon  ends  below 
LIBERTY  point  downward. 

Type  I  reverse  used  1 873- 1 876:  Berry  under  eagle’s  claw. 

I  ypc  1 1  reverse  used  1 875- 1 885:  No  berry  under  eagles  claw. 


1874-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lightly  toned 
specimen  of  a  variety  that  emerges  as  a  rarity  at 
the  MS-64  level.  One  of  just  two  we  have  seen 
in  MS-64  in  the  past  10  years . 4,650 

The  rarity  of  this  coin  in  MS-64  grade  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in 
mintmarked  trade  dollars  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  ex¬ 
amples  were  rapidly  circulated  in  America  and,  especially, 
in  the  Orient. 


1874-S  Large  Mintmark 
1874-S  MS-63.  A  superb  coin,  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces.  Quality,  quality,  quality! ...  1,995 
1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.  1 .995 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 

1874- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Medium  S  mintmark.  625 

Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 
1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the  hard 
to  find  issues  in  Proof  format.  Lightly  toned  and 
very  attractive.  You’ll  like  this  one! . 2,295 

1875- CCType  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 995 

1875-CC  AU-55 . 425 

1875-CCType  I/II.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 425 

1875-S/CC  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Lightly 

toned.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 1,950 

1875-S/CC  AU-50.  An  attractive  specimen  of 
the  only  overmintmark  in  the  trade  dollar 
series .  1,295 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  ol  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 
dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might  just 

end  right  here!  . 3,095 

1875-S  Type  1/1.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  golden  toning . 995 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1877  MS-62 . 695 


1875-S  Iype  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 995 

1876  Type  I/I  I .  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly 
scarce  as  a  date,  more  so  than  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized . 1,895 


Notable  1876-CC  Rarity 


1876-CC  Type  I/II.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  In 
our  opinion,  this  is  the  rarest  business  strike 
trade  dollar  in  Mint  State  preservation.  .6,950 


Gem  1876-S 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 
attractive . 2,795 

Superb  1876-S  Trade  Dollars 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces  with  light  gray  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  coin! . 2,795 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62 . 650 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 650 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 675 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 675 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 595 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Nicer 

than  some  Mint  State  coins  we’ve  seen . 485 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 

lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  EF-40 . 165 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  struck  and  rare  as 
such.  As  the  specialist  knows,  not  one  in  100 
1877  trade  dollars  is  found  this  way!  ....2,250 
1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 

strike . . . 1 ,495 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 
higher  grades . 1 ,495 


1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1,550 

1877-S  AU-58 .  79S 


1878  Proof-64.  Brill  iant  with  a  whisper  of  gold 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  famous  rar¬ 
ity.  . 3,350 


Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 

1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces.  Im¬ 
portant  and  beautiful.  Proof-only  issue.  3,350 

1 878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac  and  gray  over 
somewhat  prooflike  surfaces,  the  latter  a  somewhat 

scarce  characteristic  for  this  issue .  1 ,350 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning. 

Last  year  of  business  strike  mintage . 1,050 

1878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  obverse  displays  light 
gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant 

and  lustrous . 1,050 

1878-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1879  Proof-62.  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A  very 

popular  Proof-only  issue . 1 ,795 


Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 


1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  coin  with 
splashes  of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden 
mirror  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  ever 
find  in  any  grade  of  this  popular  Proof-only 


date . 3,350 

1880  Proof-60  (NGC).  B  rill  iant.  Rare  Proof-only 
date.  Always  in  demand . 1 ,350 


Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 


1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Just  1,097 
were  struck . 6,495 

Beautiful  1882  Trade  $1 
1882  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Proof  trade  dollars  of  the  later  dates  have  a  spe¬ 
cial  appeal,  and  you’ll  experience  it  when  you  see 
this  beauty. . 2,450 


From  Vermont 

The  other  day  we  received  an  issue  of 
Vermont  Coinage,  the  official  publication 
of  the  Champlain  Valley  (Vermont)  Coin 
Club,  and  enjoyed  reading  the  following 
on  the  front  page: 

“I  was  reflecting  on  the  many  small 
collectors  1  had  talked  to  who  were  un¬ 
aware  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  edited  by 
Dave  Bowers  [and  with  much  help  from 
other  Bowers  and  Merena  staffers].  This 
magazine  is  filled  with  many  outstanding 
quality  coins,  often  described  in  great 
detail,  including  historical  observations. 
However,  it  is  far  more  than  a  dealer’s 
catalogue.  The  Rare  Coin  Review coxnCms 
many  interesting  articles  on  all  aspects  of 
coin  collecting.  It  also  contains  informa¬ 
tion  from  past  auctions,  questions  and 
answers,  a  large  selection  of  numismatic 
books  for  sale,  as  well  as  interesting  notes, 
tidbits,  and  articles. 

“From  cover-to-cover,  the  quality  of 
this  publication — including  the  many  pho¬ 
tos — is  outstanding.  A  subscription  for  this 
bimonthly  publication  is  $29  per  year  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  Box 
1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894.  This  time 
of  year  1  spend  many  hours  reading  back 
issues.  In  fact,  the  back  issues  are  quite 
valuable  and  are  often  sold  at  numismatic 
book  auctions. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Mission  Statement 


When  you  buy  from  us:  We  are  here  to 
help  you  build  a  numismatic  collection  that 
will  contain  attractive  rare  coins,  priced  to  be 
excellent  values,  a  collection  you  can  be  very 
proud  to  own  and  display.  We  invite  you  to 
order  from  our  catalogues,  or  send  us  your 
personal  want  list  for  our  prompt  attention. 


When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  direct 
purchases  of  collections  as  well  as  the  show¬ 
casing  of  your  important  coins  or  collection 
in  our  award-winning  auctions.  (An  auction 
brochure  is  yours  on  request.) 

I  n  all  transactions:  We  endeavor  to  treat 
you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated. 
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A  Visit  to  the 
Store  of 

G.G.  Evans 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Enthusiasts  in  the  field  of  encased  postage  stamps  will  imme¬ 
diately  recognize  the  name  of  G.G.  Evans,  who  issued  circa  1862- 
1863  encasements  of  various  denominations  including  l<t,  3G 
5<£,  and  IOC.  Today,  all  are  rare,  but  the  l<f  and  3<t  are 
seen  occasionally. 

Enthusiasts  in  the  field  of  numismatic  literature 
will  recognize  the  expanded  name  of  George  G.  Evans, 
author  of  Illustrated  History  of  the  United  States  Mint, 
produced  in  various  editions  from  1 885  through  1901. 

This  handy  little  guide  told  of  coins  and  coin  history,  pro¬ 
cedures  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  gave  other  useful  in 
formation,  particularly  to  visitors  to  that  institu¬ 
tion  during  the  19th  century. 

That  Evans  was  an  entrepreneur  is  evidenced 
by  his  span  of  activities  ranging  from  selling  “ab¬ 
solutely  pure  California  wines,  per  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  on  the  reverse  of  the  encased  postage 
stamp,  to  the  publication  of  the  Mint  book. 

The  other  day  your  editor  encountered  an 
illustrated  booklet  published  by  Evans  circa 
autumn  1 857  (as  evidenced  by  the  latest  tes¬ 
timonial  in  it  being  dated  October  12, 

1857),  which  gave  a  view  of  Evans’  Gift 
Bookstore,  which  had  recently  “removed  to 
more  spacious  premises  permanently  es¬ 
tablished  439  Chestnut  Street,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  second  store  below  Fifth.” 

The  cover  of  the  catalogue  shows  Evans 
occupying  the  lion’s  share  of  a  five-story 
brick  (presumably)  building,  claimed  to 
be  “the  most  extensive  and  only  original 
establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States;  instituted  by  G.G.  Evans.” 

For  readers  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
that  like  the  obscure  and  trivial,  and  those  who  like  to  take  a  peek 
through  a  small  window  at  commercial  life  in  the  mid  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  we  give  herewith,  in  Evans’  own  words,  his  history  and  claim 
to  fame: 
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SKETCH  OF  GIFT  BOOK  SALES 

There  exists  a  popular  prejudice  against  Gift  Enterprise  in  any 
form;  arising,  I  believe,  from  two  causes.  One  is  the  fact  that  there 
have  been  various  “Gift  Enterprises”  established,  the  prizes  of  which 
were  to  have  been  drawn  for;  which  have  notoriously  failed  to  meet 


either  the  expectations  of  the  ticket-holders,  or  the 
representations  of  their  institutors,  who  have  pock¬ 
eted  the  money  of  purchases  without  returning  any 
just  equivalent.  The  other  objection,  is  the  common 
and  proper  prejudice  against  that  system  of  gambling 
termed  LOTTERIES,  with  which  the  “Gift  book 
sales”  have  been  erroneously  confounded. 

In  consideration  of  these  facts,  I  beg  to  offer  a 
brief  sketch  of  Gift  Book  Sales,  their  origin  and 
principles. 

I  claim  to  be  the  originator  of  the  Gift  Book  Sales 
in  the  United  States.  It  had  often  occurred  to  me  that 
it  would  be  better  to  share  with  customers  the  profits 
resulting  from  the  sales  of  books,  by  presenting  gifts 
of  different  values  to  them,  than  to  expend  an  equal 
amount  in  advertisements,  which  could  not  ben¬ 
efit  the  purchaser,  but  for  which  he  must  be  made 
to  pay;  and  by  this  means  to  give  all  purchasers  a  better  value  for  their 
money,  and  making  our  sales  advertise  themselves. 

Accordingly,  in  1854,  in  connection  with  Mr.  R.  Melvin,  I  com¬ 
menced  business  in  Merrimack  Street,  Lowell,  Mass.,  under  the 
style  of  “Evans  &  Co.’s  Gift  Book  Store.”  But,  owing  to  our 
then  limited  acquaintance  with  the  wholesale  prices  of  books, 
jewelry,  &c.,  used  as  presents,  our  immediate  success  was  not 
very  encouraging.  By  continued  perseverance  and  in¬ 
creased  attention  to  business,  we  perfected  our  plans, 
and  succeeded  in  making  our  enterprise  remunera¬ 
tive  to  ourselves  and  advantageous  to  our  customers. 

After  doing  business  in  several  cities  and  large 
towns  in  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Melvin  determined  to 
leave  the  uncertainties  of  this  trade,  and 
return  to  what  he  considered  a  safer  and 
more  profitable  business,  and  our  part¬ 
nership  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Melvin  has, 
however,  since  returned  to  this  branch  of 
business,  and  has  recently  established  him¬ 
self  at  333  Chestnut  Street,  in  this  city.  Our 
mutual  good-will  continues  unchanged;  and 
it  is  desirable  that  the  public  should  know  how 
to  discriminate  between  the  original  establish¬ 
es  of  this  kind  of  trade  and  those  who,  with¬ 
out  their  risk,  have  imitated  their  plan. 

After  the  dissolution  of  our  partnership,  I  es¬ 
tablished  a  store  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  where  I 
realized  my  most  sanguine  expectations  of  making 
my  enterprise  perfectly  satisfactory  to  my  custom¬ 
ers  and  profitable  to  myself.  Thence  I  removed  to 
Boston,  and  although  vigorously  opposed  and  exten¬ 
sively  imitated,  my  increased  experience  in  this  spe¬ 
cies  of  trade  enabled  me  to  distance  all  competitors. 

From  Boston  I  proceeded  to  New  York,  Baltimore, 
Charleston,  Chicago,  and  many  cities  and  large  towns 
in  the  Union,  and  became  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  feasibility, 
legality,  and  morality  of  the  business. 

Having  now  permanently  established  my  business  in  one  of  the 
finest  stores  in  Philadelphia  (439  Chestnut  St.),  1  may  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  congratulate  myself  on  having  elevated,  by  constant  attention 
and  the  most  impartial  management,  the  “Gift  Book  Sale”  into  the 
rank  of  a  legitimate  business,  possessing  the  great  advantage  over  all 
other  kinds  of  trade  of  giving  to  purchasers  the  greater  part  of  the 
profits  usually  devoted  to  newspaper  advertising,  and  also  the  en- 
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Street,  near  Fifth,  Philadelphia. 


tire  amount  saved  by  publishing  many  books  myself,  and  buying  from 
others  in  large  quantities  for  cash.  To  many  who  cannot  understand  why  1 
am  enabled  to  make  such  valuable  presents,  1  would  simply  state  that  the 
great  secret  is — in  buying  cheap  for  cash! 

While  some  of  the  public  Journals  have  tried  to  revenge  their  loss  by  < 
deavoring  to  destroy  my  en¬ 
terprise,  many  have  honor¬ 
ably  acquiesced  in  the  just 
decision  of  the  Public,  who 
so  extensively  patronize  me. 

Were  it  not  that  the  legal¬ 
ity  of  my  business  has  been 
questioned,  it  would  not  be 
necessary  that  1  should  state 
the  difference  between  my 
business  and  a  “Lottery.” 

There  is  no  money  hazarded. 

The  Public  purchase  the  books 
AT  THE  PUBLISHER’S 
REGULAR  RETAIL 
PRICES,  or  less,  and  the  pre¬ 
sents  are  therefore  properly 
GIFTS,  offered  as  induce¬ 
ments  to  purchase,  and  which 
a  great  increase  of  sales  enables 
me  to  afford.  They  are  not 
prizes  drawn  for  money  in¬ 
vested;  and  this  opinion  has 
been  thoroughly  substantiated 
by  the  best  legal  authorities  in 

Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States.  While  selling 
in  various  places,  it  has  pleased  certain  persons  to  test  the  legality  of  my 
sales  by  praiseworthy  (?),  energetic,  and  expensive  prosecutions;  but  in 
EVERY  INSTANCE  decisions  have  justly  been  rendered  in  my  favor. 

While  these  sales  most  certainly  involve  no  legal  wrong,  I  con¬ 
scientiously  believe  they  involve  no  moral  wrong.  In  this  view  I 
think  every  person  must  acquiesce,  who  will  at  all  consider  the 
subject;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  must  be  advantageous  to 
the  moral  and  intellectual  education  of  the  country,  by  circulat¬ 
ing  a  larger  number  of  good  books  among  the  people  than  would 
otherwise  be  done,  thereby  conveying  new  ideas  and  promot¬ 
ing  an  increasing  taste  for  literature. 

Besides  good  books,  (and  I  sell  none  other)  my  custom¬ 
ers  have  frequently  received  very  valuable  presents;  and  I 
possess  many  kindly-expressed  acknowledgments  for  what 
was,  however,  justly  due  them  according  to  the  principles 
of  my  enterprise. 

Resolving  to  increase  my  attention  and  application  to  my  business,  I 
hope  to  merit  and  obtain  an  increased  proportion  of  that  patronage  which 
the  Public  have  always  so  generously  accorded  me.  Respectfully, 

GEORGE  G.  EVANS,  439  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia 

It’s  obvious  that  Evans  had  his  detractors,  as,  it  seems  did  just  about 
everyone  else  who  engaged  in  aggressive  merchandising  in  the  last  century. 
In  contrast  to  patent  medicines  with  preposterous  claims,  at  least  someone 
taking  advantage  of  Evans'  offer  could  learn  about  agriculture,  religion, 
botany,  cooking,  or  some  other  pursuit.  Certainly,  most  of  what  he  sold 
had  some  redeeming  features. 


In  an  era  before  television,  radio,  and  other  modern  media  and  distractions, 
like  as  not  the  typical  literary-minded  citizen  of  the  United  States  enjoyed 
nothing  more  than  spending  the  early  part  of  an  evening  curled  up  in  a  cozy 
armchair  in  front  of  the  fireplace  reading  by  oil  lamp  titles  which  apparently 
sold  well  in  the  years  before  the  Civil  War,  but  which  probably  wouldn’t  be 
on  the  best  seller  list  today.  A  few  titles  included;  Washington  s  Admin¬ 
istration,  two  volumes,  memoirs  of  the  administration  of  Washington 
and  John  Adams,  illustrated,  $5;  Buffon 's  Natural  History  oj Man  and 
the  Cilobe,  and  of  Quadrupeds,  “complete  in  one  volume,  $2;  and  The 
Antiquities  of  Freemasonry  for  $  1 . 

On  the  other  hand,  a  bit  lighter  and  more  entertaining,  possi¬ 
bly  also  naughty,  would  be  Arabian  Nights  or  the  Thousand  and  One 
Night s  Entertainments,  with  Evans’  offering  being  “a  new  edition 
adapted  to  family  reading.  Balloon  Travels,  bv  Peter  Parley,  was 
intended  for  the  juvenile  set  and  was  priced  at  $1.  This  was  prob¬ 
ably  good  family  reading  through  and  through. 

Long  forgotten  today,  and  probably  not  all  that  interesting  (but  who 
knows?)  was  the  Life  of  Rev.  Spencer  H.  Cone,  “prepared  by  his  sons,” 
$1.25.  On  the  other  hand,  Life  of  Daniel  Boone,  by  W.H.  Bogart,  $1 , 
might  furnish  good  background  reading  for  any  present  readers  collect¬ 
ing  1 934- 1 938  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial  commemorative  half  dollars. 

Quits,  “a  new  book  by  the  author  of  The  Initials,  ” 
was  priced  at  $1.25.  Not  knowing 
anything  about  The  Ini- 


IlL  * 


a ns 

tivto  TO 


tials,  the  present  writer 
looked  through  Evans’ 
book  and  did  not  find  the 
latter  for  sale,  so  the  author 
remains  unknown,  but  he  or 
she  must  have  been  recog¬ 
nized  in  Evans’  time. 

No  doubt  some  advice  in 
American  Gentlemen's  Guide  to 
Politeness,  ($1.25)  could  still  be 
put  to  good  use  today.  Likewise, 
American  Everting  Entertainments, 
($1)  might  also  have  something 
useful.  Perhaps  the  Adventures  of 
Gilbert  Go-Ahead,  (also  $  1 )  would 
inspire  one  to  great  professional  or 
personal  accomplishments,  as  Horatio 
Alger  novels  did  to  a  later  generation. 
No  doubt  Dr.  Valentine’s  Comic  Lec¬ 
tures,  billed  as  “a  certain  cure  for  the 
blues  and  other  serious  complaints,”  also 
.  $  1 ,  would  be  interesting  to  read  and,  in 

fact,  could  furnish  some  fillers  for  the  Rtre 
— 3  Coin  Rei’iew.  Does  any  reader  have  a  copy? 

Offhand,  we  didn’t  know  that  the  term  “the  blues”  was  used  in  the  1850s,  but 
now  we  do.  I  suppose  we  should  look  it  up  in  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary  to 
see  where  it  originated,  Shakespeare  perhaps? 

Someone  living  alone  could  undoubtedly  make  use  of  the  $1.25  book  “bv 
an  epicure,”  titled  Salad  for  the  Solitary.  On  the  other  hand  we  might  be  afraid 
to  read  Awful  Disclosures  of  Maria  Monk,  priced  at  $  1 ,  which  seems  to  have 
been  the  most  popular  figure  assigned  to  Evans  retail  listings. 

Reproduced  herewith  arc  the  front  and  back  cover  illustrations  show 
ing  his  large  building  and  its  spacious  interior,  an  earlv  and  less  crowded 
version  of  the  bookstores  so  common  at  shopping  malls  today. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Items  for  Sale 


California  Small 
Denomination  Cold 


liininil  25  $ 

1871  Breen-Gillio-857.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
prooflike . 495 

Itonml  llulil  ~>0t 

1853  BG-302  PCK  (for  “peacock  ).  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  Reverse  is  of  the  famous 
“peacock”  style — actually  an  eagle — sur¬ 
rounded  by  resplendent  rays.  A  prime  classic 
and  always  in  demand . 1,195 

1874  BG-1034.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

Oclaoonal  (lold 


$1  Gold  with  “Slug  Reverse” 


(photo  shown  twice  actual  size) 

Undated  (circa  early  1850s).  BG-501.  MS-60 

(PCGS).  The  rare  octagonal  $1  gold  with  re¬ 
verse  design  styled  after  the  illustrious  perched 
eagle  motif  by  Augustus  Humbert  and  others, 
used  on  $50  slugs  circa  1851-1855  (the  latter 
being  the  Kellogg  issue).  A  classic  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 3,395 


; 

Order  Today ,  Enjoy  Your 
Coins  Tomorrow! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  about 
our  overnight  Federal  Express  service.  Just 
$10  on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above 
that  amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses 
anywhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you’ll  enjoy  them 
I  tomorrow! 


Pattern  Coins 


Set  of  three  1859  pattern  half  dollars  illustrat¬ 
ing  three  different  reverse  types.  Struck  in 
silver.  Each  has  J.B.  Longacre’s  Liberty  Head 
obverse  in  combination  with  a  pattern  reverse. 
The  three  pieces,  each  brilliant  and  attractive, 
are  as  follows:  1859  Judd-237,  Pollock  293. 
Proof-63  (NGC);  1859  J-239,  P-295.  Proof-65 
(NGC);  1 859  J-241,  P-297,  Proof-64  (NGC). 

Set  of  three  pieces  for . 10,875 

1859  pattern  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 

1859,  reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Popu¬ 
lar  transitional  variety  having  the  reverse  de¬ 
sign  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  adopted  in 

1860.  Partly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of 

blue  and  lilac.  Nice  eye  appeal . 1 ,995 

The  last  edition  of  The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Coins,  1957  listed  this  particular  variety  among  regular  In¬ 
dian  Cent  issues,  possibly  drawing  from  the  rationale  that 
pieces  were  made  with  business  strike  (Mint  State)  surfaces 
rather  than  Proof  finish. 


1871  Pattern  Half  Dollar 


1871  Copper  half  dollar.  P-1253,  J-l  1  17.  Rar¬ 


ity-7.  Proof-64  RB.  Regular  Proof  die  ihipres- 
sion  of  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  design, 
but  struck  in  copper  instead  of  silver!  A  gem,  a 
showpiece . 3,450 

Cornier  Tokens 

Cheshire  Macclesfield.  1789  halfpenny.  Dalton  & 
Hamer- 13.  Uncirculated,  red  and  brown. 
HALFPENNY  and  date  surround  Industry 
seated  on  a  windlass  on  the  obverse, 
MACCLESFIELD  and  a  fancy  monogram  sur¬ 
round  a  small  beehive  on  the  reverse.  PAYABLE 
AT  MACCLESFIELD  LIVERPOOL  OR 

CONGLETON  edge....; . 59 

Dorsetshire.  Sherborne.  1793  halfpenny.  D&H- 
7.  Choice  Uncirculated,  brown.  Prooflike  sur¬ 
faces.  A  SHERBORNE  HALFPENNY  and 
date  surround  two-headed  eagle  on  obverse, 
fancy  PP&W  monogram  and  bees  with  hive 
on  reverse.  PAYABLE  AT  THE  BANK  IN 
SHERBORNE  +  DORSET  edge.  Scarce  this 

nice . 79 

Gloucestershire.  Gloucester.  1797  halfpenny. 
D&H-2.  Choice  bronzed  Proof,  brown.  T  HE 
ARMS  OF  GLOUCESTER  (sic)  CITY  TO¬ 
KEN  and  date  surround  city  arms  on  obverse 
ST,  MARY  DE  CRYPT  CHURCH  AND 
SCHOOL  surrounds  view  of  building  on  re¬ 
verse.  Plain  edge,  Scarce . 79 

Lincolnshire.  1794  halfpenny.  D&H-6.  Choice 
Uncirculated,  red  and  brown.  Lustrous. 
SPALDING  HALFPENNY  and  date  surround 
shield  with  fanciful  TJ  monogram  upon  it,  with 
lion  above.  On  the  reverse,  an  intricate  tableau  of 
Britannia,  sailing  ships  ,  and  field  workers  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  SUCCESSTOTHE  COMMERCE 
OF  BRITAIN,  PAYABLE  AT  T.  lENNIG’S 
SPALDING  &  HOLBEACH  edge . 59 

Hard  Times  Tokens 

Our  offering  includes  many  interesting  pieces 
from  this  1832-1844  series.  Low  numbers  (from 
Lyman  H.  Low’s  book.  Hard  limes  Tokens)  are  given 
as  are  “HT”  numbers,  the  latter  from  Russell 
Rulau’s  new  Standard  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700- 
1900( also  appearing  in  his  earlier  study,  Hard  limes 
Tokens  1832-1844. 

1833  L-5.  Rarity-5.  Brass.  Jackson.  EF-45.  Struck 
about  5%  off  center  and  interesting  as  such. 
Light  golden  surfaces . 983 
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1833  L-5A,  H  1-8.  Rarity-6.  VG-8/F12.  No  pe¬ 
riod  after  N  in  NEW  ORLEANS . 460 

1834  L-6.  Rarity-4.  Whig  Victory.  Three-masted, 

fully-rigged  sailing  ship.  EF-40.  An  above  av¬ 
erage  strike . 973 

From  the  Julian  Leidman  Collection. 

1834  L-8.  MS-63.  “MY  EXPERIMENT,  MY 
CURRENCY,  MY  GLORY.”  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Most  design  details  show  ex¬ 
cellent  definition . 250 

1834  L-8,  HT-9.  MS-60.  Running  boar/Jackson. 
Anti-Jackson  token.  Copper . 195 

1834  L-15,  HT-28.  Seward.  Rarity-2.  MS-60. 

Obverse  with  portrait.  Reverse:  eagle.  Brass. 
Lustrous  light  golden  surfaces.  One  of  the  fin¬ 
est  in  existence . 1 ,495 

This  all-purpose  portrait  was  also  used  on  the  Gulian 
C.  Verplanck  token,  Low- 1 6!  Seward,  from  Auburn,  NY,  was 
one  of  New  York's  most  prominent  political  figures  in  the 
mid- 19th  century.  Today,  he  is  remembered  for  his  purchase 
for  the  U.S.  government  of  Alaska  from  Russia  for 
$7,200,000,  an  action  dubbed  “Seward's  folly.” 

1837  L-19,  HT-33.  MS-64  RB.  Turtle/ mule.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  excellent  defini¬ 
tion  of  detail  (mule  hair,  diamondback  terra¬ 
pin  carapace,  etc.).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

surfaces .  575 

1837  L-33,  HT-48^.  MS-63  RB.  Liberty  head; 

NOTONE  CENT. . 495 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  EF-45.  Liberty  head;  NOT 

ONE  CENT. . 165 

1837  L-34,  HT-49.  VF-30.  Liberty  head;  NOT 

ONE  CENT. . 35 

Undated  (c.  1837)  L-51,  FIT-70.  Jackson.  MS-64 
RB.  Jackson  in  safe;  balky  mule  with  LL.D  in¬ 
scribed  on  its  flank . 350 

This  anti-Jackson  token  satirizes  the  doctorate  awarded 
to  Jackson  by  Harvard,  even  though  Jackson  was  not  a  par¬ 
ticularly  literate  man. 

1837  L-51,  HT-70.  MS-63  BN . 135 

1 837  L-5 1 ,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-63  RB . 295 

1 837  L-5 1 ,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-60 . 1 39 

1833  L-76,  HT-153.  MS-60.  American  Institute; 
Robinson’s  Jones  &  Co.  of  Attleboro,  MA.295 

1835  L-89,  HT-349.  Rarity-5.  VG-8-F-12. 

Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  NY.  Obverse  with 
a  crude  Miss  Liberty  head;  rev.  with  wreath  and 
inscription.  Always  seen  lightly  struck.  Naive 
diecutting . 575 

1837  L-129,  HT-169.  Roxbury  Coaches.  Boston, 
Mass.  VF-20.  „....: . 249 

Struck  in  Feuchtwanger’s  silver-appearing  alloy,  this  to¬ 
ken  was  used  for  fare  on  horse-drawn  omnibuses. 

1837  L-140,  HT-334.  MS-63  RB.  Ezra  B.  Sweet, 
NYC  mfr.  of  kitchen  goods,  metal  products,  etc. 
Liberty  Head  motif,  one  of  the  closer  copies  of 

the  federal  cent  in  the  HTT  series . 475 

1 835  L- 1 45,  HT-356.  Bucklin’s  Book  Keeping.  West 
Troy,  NY.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 149 

Planchet  diameter:  28.5  mm.  Among  the  most  crudely  struck 
pieces  in  the  HTT  series.  Isaac  B.  Bucklin,  a  Troy  schoolteacher 
in  the  1830s,  devised  an  instructional  course  in  bookkeeping. 

The  Bucklin  copper  token  issues  arc  scattered  all  over 
the  Low  listings,  as  they  were  described  by  Low  at  different 
times.  In  the  Rulau  Standard  Catalog  the  groupings  are  fairly 
consistent  and  more  easily  evaluated;  quite  probably,  we  will 
change  our  inventory  listings  in  a  future  issue  to  show  Rulau 
(HT)  numbers  first  and  Low  (L)  numbers  second. 


ELLA1VE011S  ITEMS  FOR  S! 

1841  L-150.  Rarity-5.  Gibbs  Belleville.  EF-40. 

Silver  plated  at  a  later  date.  A  rarity  in  the  se¬ 
ries . i  ,295 

1 837  L- 1 7 1 ,  H  I -70A.  Jackson  in  iron  safe.  Reverse: 
Mule  inscribed  LL.D.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Gilt. 
Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces . 695 

1835  L-176.  Rarity-5.  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea, 
VT.  Good  to  VG . 950 

One  of  the  most  crudely  struck  pieces  in  the  Hard  Times 
token  series,  and  desirable  as  such. 

1835  L-284,  HT-368.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son.  Troy, 
NY.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 225 

One  of  the  crudest-struck  tokens  in  the  series  (and,  hence, 
quite  fascinating). 

Civil  War  Tokens 

Undated  (c.1863).  OH320B-la.  Rarity-5.  VF-30. 
Fredericktown,  OH.  Mosure  Brothers . 29 

1863  OH330D-lb.  Rarity-7.  AU-50.  Fremont, 
OH.  Brass.  Emrich  &  Co . 59 

Undated  (c.  1863).  OH420A-la.  Rarity-6.  VF-30. 
Kenton,  OH.  J.  M.  Brunson . 29 

1 863  OH520A-2a.  Rarity-7.  VF-20.  Marion,  OH. 
A.  E.  Griffin . 85 

Wasliingtoiiiaiia 

Baker-240C.  Washington  &  Lincoln.  EF-45.  White 
metal . 125 

Interesting,  as  the  word  REVERSE  appears  above 
Lincoln’s  portrait  on  the  reverse;  probably,  someone  sketched 
Lincoln  and  suggested  that  his  portrait  be  on  the  reverse, 
and  this  instruction  was  translated  into  part  of  the  token’s 
inscription! 

So-Called  Hollars 

Rare  First  Style  Lesher  “Dollar” 

1900  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  EF-45.  Zerbe-1;  first 

type  without  business  name.  Hand-engraved 
serial  no.  26;  from  the  Cowell  Collection  (there 
as  VF)  auctioned  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1923.  A 
sharp  and  attractive  piece . 2,350 

The  Lesher  “dollars”  have  been  widely  studied  over  the 
years.  The  authoritative  work  remains  the  article  by  Adna 
Wilde,  “Lesher  Referendum  Medals:  Where  Are  They  To¬ 
day?”  in  The  Numismatist,  February  1978,  now  available  as  a 
reprint,  with  updating,  from  the  ANA.  In  brief,  Joseph  Lesher, 
who  lived  in  Victor,  Colorado  close  by  the  Town  Hall,  was 
an  advocate  of  silver,  having  mined  the  metal  in  the 
Georgetown  area  of  Colorado  during  the  preceding  decade. 
He  sought  to  publicize  silver  in  his  own  way,  and  possibly  to 
create  a  profit,  by  having  struck  a  number  of  octagonal  med¬ 
als,  or  “dollars”  (as  numismatists  have  likened  them),  which 
would  be  redeemable  for  $1.25  “in  currency  coin  or  mer¬ 
chandise”  (to  quote  part  of  the  piece’s  inscription).  The  gov¬ 
ernment  took  umbrage  to  this  private  coining  enterprise  and 
put  a  halt  to  the  venture,  but  not  before  several  different  va¬ 
rieties  were  issued  to  total  extent  of  nearly  2,000  pieces  (Adna 
Wilde  postulates  exactly  1,869  pieces),  of  which  about  400 
arc  known  to  exist  today.  The  variety  offered  here  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  first  issued  and  to  have  been  struck  to  the 
extent  of  only  100  pieces. 

Gem  Boyd  Park  Lesher  “Dollar 

1901  Lesher  silver  “dollar.  Boyd  Park.  MS- 
64  prooflike.  A  gem  specimen  of  this  scarce 
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issue .  2,950 

Boyd  Bark  was  a  jeweler  located  at  16th  and  Curtis 
streets,  Denver,  in  an  area  which  a  decade  later  became  known 
as  “The  Broadway  of  the  West,"  from  the  myriad  electric 
bulbs  ornamenting  the  theaters  on  Curtis  Street.  Adna  Wilde- 
estimated  that  only  about  200  Lesher  “dollars’’  were  made 
for  Park 

ItoUs  Mortals 

An  offering  of  interesting  medals  attributed  to 

Betts  numbers  as  delineated  in  American  Colonial 

History  Illustrated  by  Contemporary  Medals,  C. 

Wyllys  Betts,  1894. 

Betts-200.  Admiral  Vernon  medal.  Brass-like  com¬ 
position.  HE  TOOK  PORTO  BELLO  WITH 
SIX  SHIPS  ONLY.  AU-55 . 395 

Obverse  3/4 th  length  portrait  of  Adm.  Vernon;  reverse 
with  naval  scene.  Vernon  captured  the  Spanish  outpost  of 
Porto  Bello  Nov.  21-22,  1739.  Spain  and  England  were  ri 
vals  on  the  seas  and  in  the  New  World;  it  was  the  consum¬ 
mation  of  a  boast  that  only  six  ships  were  used  to  accomplish 
the  feat.  The  vessels  bore  the  names  Burford (flagship),  Hamp¬ 
ton  Court,  Norwich,  Worcester,  Strafford,  and  Louisa.  To  com¬ 
memorate  this  feat,  numerous  varieties  of  medals,  mostly  of 
brass-like  composition,  were  distributed  throughout  England. 

Betts-602.  1782  “Noord  America”  issue.  Struck  in 
silver.  Proof-60.  Lightly  and  attractively  toned. 
Exceptionally  well  struck . 895 

Betts-382.  1747  Lord  Anson’s  Voyage.  Silver, 
43mm.  EF-45 . 425 

Obv.  with  angel  crowning  head  of  Anson  with  wreath 
of  laurel.  Rev.  with  inscription  and  angel  motif,  the  latter 
above  a  seagoing  British  lion.  Dies  by  T.  Pingo. 

There  are  enough  inscriptions  on  this  medal  to  serve  for 
three  or  four  regular  medals. 

Betts-523.  1778  William  Pitt  death  medal.  Cop¬ 
per,  37mm.  Proof-60.  Plain  edge.  37  mm. 
Golden  brown . 395 

The  obverse  features  a  Draped  bust  of  William  Pitt  pac¬ 
ing  right.  The  reverse  depicts  a  mourning  female  figure  by  a 
funeral  urn,  with  the  Latin  legend  QUIS  DESIDFRIO  SIT 
PVDOR  AVT  MODVS  around  (translation:  “Freely,  Why 
should  there  be  any  shame  or  limit  to  our  regret  at  his  loss”). 

Betts-589.  1781  Battle  of  Doggersbank  medal.  Sil¬ 
ver,  45mm.  Plain  edge.  AU-55.  Beautiful  light 
toning . 495 

Issued  to  commemorate  this  famous  naval  clash.  1  he 
obverse  features  various  allegorical  figures  representing  the 
military  success  of  the  Netherlands.  The  reverse  depicts  a 


An  Eye  for  Quality 

This  comment  is  from  K.F.: 

“I  have  been  collecting  commemorative 
half  dollars  since  June  1992  and  have  over 
half  of  the  different  types,  having  bought 
from  12  different  dealers  before  learning 
about  Bowers  and  Merena.  Your  coins  are 
head  and  shoulders  above  my  other  coins  in 
quality.  The  way  I  figure,  I  have  to  pay  about 
5%  to  10%  more  if  1  buy  commemoratives 
from  you,  but  the  quality  is  100%  better. 
This  type  of  math  sounds  good  to  me! 

“As  finances  permit,  I  will  complete  my 
collection  through  you.  1  hank  you  for  the 
great  coins  you  have  been  sending. 
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glory  of  rays  and  the  names  ot  the  seven  "immortal  defend¬ 
ers  ol  the  glory  ol  the  Netherlands,"  i.e.  the  names  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  seven  Dutch  vessels  engaged  in 
the  conflict. 

Ton  nt  mla  nips 

I860  Indian  Cent.  Good.  Counterstamped THE 
HENRY  CLAY  PEN  finely  in  letters  at  the 
center  ol  the  portrait.  Unlisted  by  Gregory 
Brunk .  169 

1862  Indian  cent.  Brunk- 18640.  A  very  bold 
counterstamp  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  IRA 
C.  HASKINS  TIP  TOP  PEN  EN . 225 

Presumably,  information  concerning  Haskins  and  his  Tip 
Top  Pen  could  be  found  by  searching  patent  records. 

1825  Capped  Bust  quarter  dollar.  Counterstamped 
“L”  on  the  obverse.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  high-grade 
specimen  ol  one  of  the  most  enigmatic  issues  in 
the  series . 1,395 

The  meaning  ot  the  L  and  E  counterstamps  seen  on  cer¬ 
tain  specimens  of  this  date  is  not  known.  Walter  Breen  sug¬ 
gested  that  they  may  have  been  given  as  prizes  for  excellence 
in  Latin  (L)  and  English  (E).  More  likely  in  our  opinion, 
they  were  stamped  either  by  the  U.S.  Treasury  or  the  outlet 
bank  for  some  specific  purpose  having  to  do  with  time  or 
place  of  distribution.  Mark  Hotz,  among  others,  has  also 
written  on  the  subject. 

Hawaiian  Coins 


Gem  1883  Hawaii  Dime 


1883  Hawaii  10C.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  frosty.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  a 
denomination  that  is  usually  seen  in  lower 

grades . 3,900 

1883  Hawaii  10C.  AU-50.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Original  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Higher  qual¬ 
ity  that  usually  seen . 495 

1883  Hawaii.  10C.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 235 

1883  Hawaii  25C.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  .350 
1883  Hawaii  50C.  AU-50 . 695 

Mi, sco 

A  selection  of  printed  material  being  deaccessioned 
from  the  library  of  Q.  David  Bowers: 

19th  Century  Patent  Medicine  Almanacs.  20  Differ¬ 
ent  for  $100,  and  40  different  for  $200. 

Early  Almanacs,  pre  I860,  New  England.  20  Dif¬ 
ferent  for  $100  and  40  Different  for  $200. 
These  can  be  mixed  and  matched  with  the  above 
almanacs. 

Saturday  Evening  Post  magazine,  issues  from  the 
1 950s  and  early  1 960s,  history  in  our  own  time 
(no  Norman  Rockwell  covers).  Group  of  100 

different  (plus  $10  postage)  . 100 

Motor  magazine,  early  issues  from  the  1930s 
through  the  1960s.  Trade  magazine  with  many 


fascinating  advertisements.  Covers  are  by  well- 
known  American  illustrator  Robert  Robinson. 
Important  reference  collection  not  readily  re¬ 
placeable  at  any  cost.  Group  of  1 0  different  (plus 

$5  postage)  $250;  100  different . 2,500 

Saturday  Evening  Post  magazine,  early  issues  from 
the  c.  1 905- 1915  era.  Group  of  1 0  different  (plus 

$5  postage) . 100 

Circa  1860  Steinfeld  bottle  (Ring  S- 185).  Related 
to  encased  postage  stamps.  New  York.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  (we  have  had  just  one  other  over 
the  years)  original  bottle  which  once  contained 
the  drink  specifically  advertised  on  encased 
postage  stamps  by  the  firm.  An  outstanding 
exhibit  item  for  the  encased  postage  stamp  spe¬ 
cialist . 995 

The  name  of  Steinfeld  and  the  product  appear  in  raised 
letters  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  On  the  side  of  the  bottle 
is  “S.  ST”  and  “PATENT”  arranged  in  a  circle,  and  a  medal¬ 
lion  with  an  eagle.  On  the  base  is  the  inscription 
“STEINFELD’S  FRENCH  COGNAC  BITTERS.”  Me¬ 
dium  amber  color.  11-1/2"  high. 

1918  Mercury  dime.  VF.  20%  off  center . 89 

1972  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-116. 
Bronze.  57mm.  1295.2  grains.  Matte  Proof-65 
in  yellow  bronze,  as  issued.  In  gold-trimmed 
blue  leatherette  case  with  blue  velvet  and  silk 
lining.  In  box  with  some  notes  on  cover.  ..  679 

Obverse  with  front-facing  portrait  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  John  B.  Connally,  by  Frank  Gasparro.  Reverse  with 
view  of  the  Treasury  Department  building. 

1978  Canadian  100-dollar  gold  piece.  Proof-65. 

Housed  in  original  presentation  holder.  ....265 
Comet  Halley  Meteorite  Medallion  made  of  melted- 
down  meteoritic  nickel-iron  from  the  Meteor 
Crater  in  Arizona  from  the  giant  meteorite  that 
fell  there  tens  of  thousands  of  years  ago.  Con¬ 
dition  as  issued.  About  10,000  of  these  were 
made,  of  which  all  but  about  150  have  been 
sold.  49mm.  (much  larger  than  a  silver  dollar); 
39  grams.  Just  TWO  specimens  remaining  in 
our  stock . 99 

These  were  made  in  1985-1986  in  observance  of  the 
periodic  return  (every  76  years)  in  1976  of  Halley’s  Comet. 
The  obverse  features  a  map  of  the  solar  system  with  an  el¬ 
lipse  showing  the  path  of  the  comet  in  question  as  it  traveled 
as  far  out  as  between  the  orbits  of  Neptune  and  Pluto.  The 
inscription  “COMET  HALLEY  METEORITE  MEDAL 
1985-1986”  surrounds.  The  reverse  shows  a  view  high  above 
Earth  (the  Eastern  and  Midwestern  section  of  the  U.S.  and 
part  of  Mexico  are  seen)  of  the  Space  Shuttle  with  a  fiery 
comet  above  it,  a  spangled  galaxy  in  the  background,  and  the 
planet  Saturn. 

Over  the  years  many  different  metals  have  been  utilized 
to  make  coins  and  medals.  This  original  nickel-iron  meteor¬ 
ite  metal  used  in  the  Halley’s  Comet  medal  must  certainly 
be  one  of  the  most  unusual! 

Berrian  Gold  &  Silver  Counterfeit  Detector,  pat¬ 
ented  1877.  EF.  Nickel-plated.  A  nice  exhibit 
item  to  go  with  any  collection  of  United  States 
gold  or  silver  coins . 265 

This  unit  consists  of  a  nickel-plated  steel  balance  mea¬ 
suring  9.5”  long  by  2”  wide  by  1/2”  high.  On  the  right  side 
there  are  slots  to  admit  various  U.S.  silver  coins  of  the  era  as 
well  as  gold  coins  of  the  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  de¬ 
nominations,  to  test  them  for  weight  (by  balance)  and  for 
specific  gravity  (approximately;  if  a  coin  is  too  thick  to  fit  in 
its  slot,  but  the  weight  is  correct,  this  means  that  the  metal  is 
less  dense  than  gold  or  silver,  as  the  case  may  be).  Intended 
for  use  in  a  bank  or  counting  house  in  an  era  when  $3  gold 
coins  and  other  denominations  were  in  use. 


388-458  BC  Ancient  Greece.  Silver  stater.  Aegina. 
Nicely  toned .  495 

Currency 

Uncut  $10,  $10,  $10,  $20  Sheet 
F-624/650.  1902  National.  Uncut  sheet  $10, 
$10,  $10,  $20.  Uncut  sheet  of  four  large-size 
National  Bank  notes,  multiple  denominations. 
Third  Charter  Period.  Plain  Backs.  Lyons-Rob- 
erts.  Blue  seals.  The  First  National  Bank  of 
Jamestown,  New  York.  Charter:  548.  Each 
note  is  serial:  10582.  Choice  New.  Ideal  for 

framing  or  display. . 3,250 

Jamestown,  N.Y.  was  the  home  of  one  of  America’s  lead¬ 
ing  numismatic  connoisseurs  in  the  early  20th  century,  T. 
James  Clarke,  who  operated  a  cardboard  box  factory  (pill 
boxes,  coin  boxes,  etc.).  Not  far  distant,  the  Chautauqua 
movement  was  started  in  America  in  the  19th  century. 

Fractional  Currency 


1863  F- 1232-34.  2nd  Issue.  5  cents.  AU . 24 

Paper  Americana 

1882  Diary.  . 795 


Interesting  19th-century  manuscript  (not  coin  related, 
but  fascinating);  by  a  doctor  who  studied  and  sailed.  Manu¬ 
script  diary,  1882-1885,  kept  by  Dr.  Charles  Washington  Bray 
ot  Portland,  Cumberland  County,  Maine.  Bray  (1850-1922) 
attended  Brunswick  Medical  School  and  in  1 874  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  Columbia  University.  He 
was  a  member  of  numerous  medical  associations,  practiced 
medicine  for  over  40  years,  and  was  commodore  of  the  Port¬ 
land  Yacht  Club  for  almost  20  years.  He  lived  and  sailed 
'down  east’  all  his  life.  This  diary  (140  pp.)  mostly  describes 
Bray’s  yachting  adventures  off  the  coast  of  Maine  as  a  young 
medical  doctor  in  the  company  of  his  good  friends.  Bray  writes 
in  a  clear,  precise,  and  often  humorous  style  combined  with 
the  form  of  a  sailing  log.  The  entries  are  also  interspersed 
with  several  pencil  drawings  of  scenery  and  nautical  interest. 
The  reader  can  easily  picture  himself  or  herself  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  this  fun-loving  Victorian  yachting  crew,  sailing  and 
camping  off  the  coast  of  Maine.  Doctors’  diaries  are  very 
rare  and  to  find  one  where  the  diarist  is  actually  describing  a 
fun  activity,  rarer  yet.  This  tome  also  includes  a  .38-page  chap¬ 
ter  of  lectures  taken  at  Bowdoin  Medical  School  in  1872, 
and  about  8  pages  of  case  notes  from  1873  and  1880.  Un¬ 
usual.  Octavo,  worn  red  3/4  calf  and  marbled  boards,  2" 
piece  lacking  from  top  of  spine,  contents  fine,  clean,  and 
legible.  Large  ornate  Portland  stationers  ticket  on  front 
pastedown.  approximately  185  pp.  plus  blanks. 

c.  1910  Fire-engine  scene  postcard.  Ottawa,  Ohio. 
As  new.  Two  different  scenes  available  (one  of 
which  is  described  below).  We  bought  several 
dozen  of  these,  and  offer  you  a  pair  for  $32,  or 
buy  10  pairs  for . 235 

Steam  fire  engine  postcard,  circa  1910.  Americana  at  its 
finest!  Circa  1910.  Ottawa,  Ohio  Fire  Department  post  card. 
“Ready  for  action.”  Original  (not  a  reprint)  sepia-colored  card, 
unused,  shows  a  span  of  white  horses  drawing  an  Amoskeag- 
type  steam  pump  fire  engine,  with  a  retinue  of  fire  fighters 
bringing  up  the  rear,  all  posed  in  front  of  the  station  house. 
This  type  of  card  is  the  creme  cle  hi  creme  subject  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  history  of  fire  fighting. 

See  the  book  section  tor 
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Thoughts  on 
Building 

a  Collection 


surrounding  text  is  infinitely  tatter  than  a  mag¬ 
nificent  rarity  hidden  in  a  safe  deposit  tax.  I  . veil 
as  I  write  these  words  in  the  present  article,  my 
mind  wanders  to  my  friendship  with  frank 
Gasparro,  who  designed  the  Eisenhower  dollar, 
my  attendance  at  the  initial  strikings  of  the 
1 776- 1 976  Eisenhower  bicentennial  issues,  and 
the  like.  Even  in  terms  of  my  own  experience,  I 
could  probably  generate  a  couple  of  pages  of 
printed  text  to  go  along  with  the  coins  on  show. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Cheap  but  Rare  Commemoratives 

A  few  years  ago  1  was  digging  through  data 
about  the  Washington-Carver  (as  they  were 
then  called)  and  Booker  T.  Washington  half 
dollars,  working  on  a  book,  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclo- 
Editor  Vc0wwew/.-This  article  gives  some  random  thoughts  pedia.  When  I  began  I  felt  that  this  was  a  very  “standard”  series, 
on  various  aspects  of  collecting — what  to  collect  and  how  to  with  just  about  everything  that  mattered  already  printed  a  dozen 

go  about  doing  it.  Hopefully,  some  of  my  ideas  will  be  useful  times,  and  that  writing  about  them  would  be  a  snap. 

As  it  turned  out,  nothing  could  have  been  further  from  the  truth . 
First  of  all,  I  found  that  the  pieces  minted  from  1951  through 
1954  should  be  called  Carver-Washington  half  dollars,  and,  in  fact, 
that  was  the  name  of  the  original  sales  agency  handling  them,  and 
the  name  on  the  original  brochures.  Somehow,  the  two 
words  became  transposed  later,  and  a  new  generation  of 
collectors  knew  them  as  Washington-Carver  halves. 
Now  reference  books  are  gradually  changing  to  the 
correct  Carver-Washington  nomenclature. 

Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars  (minted 

as^  1946-1951 

StS 


to  you. 

What  to  Collect? 

“What  should  I  collect?  This  question  goes 
through  the  mind  of  just  about  everyone.  As 
dealer,  my  own  tastes  are  rather  eclectic. 

While  it  might  be  interesting  to  have  a 
complete  set  of  United  States  gold  coins  by 
date  and  mintmark,  could  I  afford  such, 
some  of  my  own  collecting  tastes  are  much 
more  modest.  Perhaps  this  is  because  I  have 
“collected  the  aforementioned  gold  coins  i  . 
by  having  them  pass  through  my  hands.  For  J 

example,  the  Eliasberg  U.S.  Gold  Coin  Collec¬ 
tion,  which  I  catalogued  in  1982,  contained  one  of 
everything — you  can’t  get  more  complete  than  that! 

In  recent  times  I  have  put  together  a  few  small  collec¬ 
tions.  One  specialty  was  done  by  proxy.  When  in  the  course 
of  writing  United  States  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  I  became  fascinated  with  the  somewhat 
“ordinary”  Eisenhower  dollars.  I  asked  David  McHenry,  a 
specialist  in  Eisenhowers,  if  he  could  put  together  three  sets  for 
me,  which  he  did,  but  it  took  him  nearly  a  year  to 
do  it.  At  the  beginning,  my  offhand  feeling  was 
that  such  a  set  could  be  done  instantly,  but  Dave 
informed  me  that  certain  varieties  dated  1971, 

1972,  and  1973  were  indeed  scarce  in  selected 
grades  such  as  MS-65,  even  though  they  weren't 
at  all  expensive. 

Beyond  that,  I  have  since  acquired  a  number 
of  mint  errors  of  Eisenhower  dollars,  some  of 
which  are  expensive, onesettingmeback$l  ,400, 
and  another,  recently  acquired  from  Dwight 
Manley,  and  showing  a  tab  of  the  1 978  date  on 
an  otherwise  blank  planchet,  required  a  check  for  $750.  One  of  ence  today.  I  he  issuing  authority  (actually  both  varieties  were 

these  times  I’ll  put  a  set  of  Eisenhower  dollars  together  with  distributed  essentially  from  the  same  place)  kept  records  that  were 

errors  and  exhibit  it  at  a  convention,  possibly  with  some  casual  at  best.  Apparently  many  pieces  were  melted,  others  were 

photographs  of  President  Eisenhower  with  it.  placed  into  general  circulation  as  pocket  change,  and  so  on.  It 

I  have  a  bit  of  P.T.  Barnum  in  my  blood,  not  in  the  seems  highly  unlikely,  at  least  to  me,  that  the  quantities  of  sets  that 

exploitation  sense,  but  in  the  desire  to  “put  on  a  good  show,  lo  are  generally  believed  to  have  been  issued,  including  the  prcvi 

me,  an  ordinary  coin  placed  on  exhibit  with  some  interesting  ously  mentioned  sets  of  6,000  each,  actually  were  distributed  in 


and  Carver-Washington  halves 
(1951-1954)  were  each  struck  at  three 
mints,  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San 
Francisco,  the  latter  two  bearing 
mintmarks.  A  quick  glance  at  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  will  reveal 
that  some  mintages  were  very  high  and 
others  were  low.  For  example,  just  6,004 
sets  are  said  to  have  been  issued  of  the  1 949 
Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco 
Booker  T.  Washington  sets,  whereas  on  the  other  hand  512,091 
are  said  to  have  been  issued  of  the  1 950-S  coin  on  its  own  (but  the 

Philadelphia  version  of  1 950  had  a 
distribution  of  just  6,004).  Among 
Carver-Washington  half  dollars,  the 
same  situation  presents  itself.  1953 
and  1953-D  half  dollars  were  each 
issued  to  the  extent  of  about  8,000 
coins,  whereas  1953-S  was  issued  in 
the  quantity  of  108,000.  It  turned 
out  that  published  mintage  figures 
didn’t  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
how  many  coins  were  actually  dis¬ 
tributed,  or  how  many  are  in  exist- 


“Over  time  I  have 
come  to  realize  that 
while  rarity  is 
important ,  personal 
appeal  to  me  is 
even  more  so.  ’ 
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such  large  numbers.  1  wouldn’t  be  a  bit  surprised  if  only  a  few  thousand 
were  sold  of  some. 

I  was  and  still  am  intrigued  with  the  very  low  market  value  of  most 
of  these  pieces,  even  in  such  high  grades  as  MS-64  and  MS-65. 
Accordingly,  1  asked  Gail  Watson  to  put  together  several  sets  for  me, 
to  give  to  family  members.  Just  as  Eisenhower  dollars  are  not  quite  as 
easy  to  find  as  one  might  suppose,  it  turned  out  that  it  took  Gail  over 
a  year  to  track  down  nice  specimens  of  certain  Booker  T.  Washington 
and  Carver-Washington  varieties!  It’s  appropriate  to  interject  at  this 
point  that  while  collectors  and  dealers  merrily  buy  and  sell  these  pieces 
in  such  certified  grades  as  MS-64  and  MS-65,  the  services  seem  to  have 
relaxed  their  standards  somewhat,  and  to  be  perfectly  candid  about  it, 
a  different  set  of  rules  seems  to  be  applied  for  these  series.  Otherwise, 
there  would  be  hardly  any  “MS-65”  pieces  in  existence!  To  verify  this 
on  your  own,  simply  look  at  some  regular  issue  (Franklin)  half  dollars, 
say  of  the  year  1951,  certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC  as  MS-65,  and  then 
examine  some  certified  Booker  T.  Washington  and  Carver-Washing¬ 
ton  commemoratives.  The  commemoratives  usually  have  many  more 
marks.  By  the  way,  this  does  not  make  them  undesirable.  And,  in  away, 
it  probably  accounts  for  their  relatively  low  market  value.  Nonetheless, 
I  find  the  series  to  be  interesting. 

Morgan  Dollars 

From  the  standpoint  of  orders  for  coins  received  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  no  single  series  exceeds  in  popularity  Morgan  silver 
dollars  minted  from  1878  through  1921.  In  a  past  issue  of  our 
newspaper,  The  Coin  Collector{ Issue  1 6)  I  gave  some  ideas  on  collecting 
Morgan  dollars,  and  received  quite  a  few  comments  from  readers. 
Sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  to  see  the  forest  for  the  trees,  and  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  series  there  are  many  minute  die  varieties  that  are  not 
particularly  significant,  while  other  varieties  are.  I  gave  a  sample 
checklist  of  what  I  would  include  in  a  basic  collection — namely,  one  of 
each  date  and  mintmark  variety,  plus  a  few  other  varieties  I  considered 
to  be  major  (for  example,  I  like  the  ideaofcollecting  1 880-CC  Morgan 
dollars  by  the  two  different  arrow  feather  varieties). 

In  the  Morgan  dollar  series,  sometimes  collectors  (and  dealers  too) 
don’t  appreciate  what  is  inexpensive.  Take  for  example  the  1881  -S,  a 
variety  which  in  MS-65  is  probably  the  most  plentiful  issue  known 
today  among  the  earlier  years.  A  top-quality  piece  can  be  bought  for  less 
than  $150,  and  if  you’re  not  fussy  about  quality,  even  possibly  below 
$100.  By  contrast,  an  MS-65  1893-S,  if  indeed  you  could  find  one, 
would  cost  over  $100,000.  And  yet,  both  coins  were  struck  at  the 
same  mint,  have  the  same  design,  and  are  from  the  same 
time  era.  The  only  difference  is  that  many  thousands 
of  1881-S  dollars  are  known  in  MS-65  grade, 


compared  with  only  a  handful  of  1893-S  pieces. 

On  a  Desert  Island 

I  collect  a  wide  variety  of  things,  including  Currier  &  Ives  prints, 
meteorites,  old  books,  music  boxes,  early  film  posters,  and  the  like.  Over 
time  I  have  come  to  realize  that  while  rarity  is  important,  personal  appeal  to 
me  is  even  more  so.  For  example,  a  relatively  common  but  quite  attractive 
movie  poster  featuring,  for  example,  Buster  Keaton,  would  be  more 
enjoyable  to  own  than  the  only  known  example  of  a  poorly-illustrated 
poster  from  some  long-forgotten  picture.  Similarly,  among  Currier  &  Ives 
prints,  the  visual  appeal  of  the  image  is  much  more  important  than  its  rarity. 
There  are  numerous  Currier  &  Ives  prints  that  are  so  rare  that  no  examples 
have  appeared  on  the  market  in  1 0  years  or  more,  and  yet  are  worth  less  than 
$200  each.  On  the  other  hand,  a  popular  and  fairly  plentiful  large-folio 
winter  scene  may  sell  for  $  1 0,000  or  more  simply  because  it  is  nice  to  have 
hanging  on  a  wall. 

In  coins,  I  often  notice  that  clients  get  off  on  the  wrong  track,  and 
rather  than  wantingsomething  that  is  cheap,  beautiful,  and  numismatically 
desirable,  will  instead  opt  to  buy  something  rare  and  unattractive,  just 
because  someone  else  told  them  it  is  better  to  have  a  rare  coin  than  a 
common  one.  If  I  had  to  be  on  the  proverbial  desert  island  with  a  Morgan 
dollar,  I  would  rather  have  a  choice  Uncirculated  1883-CC,  with  its 
historical  link  to  the  Comstock  Lode  and  all  of  that  other  romantic  stuff, 
and  with  a  market  value  of  less  than  $  1 00,  than,  for  example,  a  rare  1 884- 
S  in  MS-60  grade  at  the  best  part  of  $4,000.  Of  course,  there’s  nothing 
wrong  with  owning  an  1884-S  in  MS-60,  and,  in  fact,  if  I  were  putting 
together  a  Mint  State  set  of  Morgan  dollars,  such  a  piece  would  be 
essential.  However,  if  I  were  only  going  to  have  a  few  Morgan  dollars,  I 
certainly  wouldn’t  settle  upon  a  great  rarity  such  as  this.  Rather,  I  would 
pick  a  common,  inexpensive,  but  historically  interesting  piece. 

It  is  a  curious  thing  about  coins  that  much  of  the  publicity  in  the 
popular  press,  and  in  the  numismatic  press  as  well,  has  to  do  with  values. 
And,  I  suppose  that  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  we  are  part  of  the  game, 
for  when  we  have  a  sale  of  an  old-time  collection,  we  are  the  first  to  send 
out  a  news  release  stating  that  this  coin  brought  $500,000,  this  other 
piece  set  a  record  at  $175, 000,  andsoon.  However,  I  have  often  yearned 
to  write  a  news  release  not  mentioning  such  values  but,  instead,  talking 
about  some  of  the  interesting  “little”  coins  that  sold  for  modest  sums. 

In  actuality,  a  combination  of  collecting  for  art,  history,  and 
romance,  together  with  an  eye  on  value  is  probably  ideal.  However, 
value  should  not  be  obsessive.  Rather,  I  like  to  think  of  a  rare  coin 
collection  as  a  store  of  value  with  the  potential  of  providing  financial 
security.  Historically,  just  about  anyone  putting  together  a 
collection  of  carefully  selected  choice,  rare  coins  and 
holding  it  for  a  number  of  years  has  done  well  upon 
its  sale.  We  handle  as  many  old- 
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time  collections  as  anyone,  probably  even  more,  in  fact,  and  1  am  not 
aware  of  any  old  timer  who  has  done  other  than  make  a  nice  profit. 
However,  simply  concentrating  on  value  and  overlooking  the  other 
aspects  does  not  yield  much  satisfaction. 

Getting  Started 

Back  to  the  original  question,  “What  should  I  collect?”  A  good 
way  to  start  is  to  look  through  the  Guide  Book  and  contemplate 
what  was  made.  In  that  way  an  idea  can  be  gained  as  to  the  price 
of  pieces  in  various  grade  levels,  their  availability,  and  other 
information.  It  is  often  challenging  to  put  together  a  date  run 
in  a  particular  series.  Just  the  other  day  I  received  a  letter 
from  a  client  who  has  been  assembling  one  set  each  of 
Shield  nickels  ( 1 866- 1 883)  and  Liberty  Head  nick¬ 
els  (1883-1912)  in  Mint  State,  and  now  lacks  just 
six  of  the  Shield  type  and  lOofthe  Liberty  type.  His 
comment  was  that  the  actual  availability  of  certain 
dates  was  far  different  than  from  he  was  led  to 
expect  by  reading  literature  on  the  subject  and  con¬ 
sulting  price  guides.  In  other  words,  ostensibly  “com 
mon”  Shield  nickels  in  Mint  State  have  not  been  on  the  market  for  a 
long  time,  whereas  certain  other  varieties,  perhaps  with  a  higher 
catalogue  listings,  have  appeared  in  multiples.  Such  knowledge  con¬ 
tributes  immensely,  to  the  fun  of  collecting. 

Before  embarking  on  a  particular  discipline,  it  is  good  to  buy  one  or  two 
pieces  to  get  a  feeling  for  their  aesthetics.  This  knowledge  can  be  combined 
with  a  review  of  market  values  in  order  to  determine  a  goal.  For  example, 
among  commemorative  half  dollars,  first  minted  in  1 892, 1  like  such  grades 
as  MS-63  and  MS-64,  and  would  not  recommend  putting  together  a  set 
in  EF  or  AU  grade.  It  is  not  that  EF  and  AU  coins  aren't  desirable,  it’s  just 
that  Mint  State  coins  do  not  cost  a  great  deal  more  in  many  instances.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  I  were  putting  together  a  set  of  Draped  Bust  large  cents 
(minted  1796-1807)  I  would  set  as  a  goal  a  grade  such  as  VT 
or  EF.  Even  if  I  could  afford  it,  I  probably  would  not  buy 
MS-63  or  MS-64  coins,  for  some  dates  don’t  even  exist 
in  this  grade,  and  others  are  apt  to  cost  many  thousands 
of  dollars.  In  the  large  cent  series,  I  would  rather  have 
three  or  four  dozen  nice  EF  pieces  than  one  or  two  Mint 
State  coins.  Large  cents  are  one  of  those  series  that  are 
often  as  attractive  in  worn  grades  as  they  are  in  Mint  State, 
at  least  to  my  eyes.  Ditto  for  Indian  cents. 

I  have  often  mentioned  the  “I  Like  It  lest,’  whereby  I  have 
suggested  that  you  should  not  buy  any  coins  that  do  not  meet  your 
own  aesthetic  requirements  and  desirability  from  visual  inspection.  If 
I  were  collecting  Barber  half  dollars,  I  would  either  collect  nicely  toned 
EF  and  AU  coins,  or  I  would  jump  ahead  to  the  grade  MS-63  and  collect 
those.  Although  there  is  a  ready  market  for  them,  and  although  I  feel  a  bit 
reticent  to  be  critical,  to  my  eyes  the  typical  MS-60  or  MS-61  Barber  half 
dollar  is  not  as  pleasing  as  a  really  nice  EF  or  AU. 

Toning  on  Coins 

Every  once  in  a  while  a  subject  makes  it  to  print  and  is  discussed  by 
many  “experts,”  each  of  whom  claims  to  see  the  light  better  than 
anyone  else.  Such  a  subject  in  recent  times  has  been  toning  on  coins, 
with  certain  writers  saying  that  such  pieces  are  “damaged  or  ‘cor¬ 
roded,”  and  others  liking  them.  Without  expounding  at  length,  let  me 
say  that  an  untoned  colonial  coin,  large  cent,  or  Indian  cent,  ifinagradc 
ofVF,  FT',  or  AU,  would  have  very  little  numismatic  value;  such  a  piece 


would  have  been  cleaned  and  would  probably  look  like  the  bottom  of 
a  freshly-shined  Revereware  pot!  In  these  fields,  and  in  many  others, 
attractive  toning  is  a  major  part  of  the  value  of  a  coin.  Similarly,  in  the 
silver  series,  very  light  and  attractive  toning  can  enhance  the  value  of  a 
coin.  1  he  fact  remains — like  it  or  not — that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
an  early  1 9th-century  fully  brilliant  silver  coin  unless  it  has  been  dipped 
sometime  in  its  past.  Silver  is  a  chemically  active  metal,  and 
at  least  towetraces  of  toning  will  have  formed  on  the  surface. 
Dipping  a  coin  can  in  some  instances  be  desirable,  and  is 
discussed  at  some  length  by  James  F.  Ruddy  in  his 
landmark  book,  Photograde.  However,  the  rub  is  that 
1  silver  coins,  if  dipped  repeated  times,  will  become  quite 
dull  and  numismatically  undesirable. 

Darkly  toned  silver  coins,  ones  with  staining  or  mot¬ 
tling,  and  pieces  that  are  unattractive  to  the  eye,  are  worth  less 
than  fully  brilliant  pieces.  The  problem  is  that  under  one  name, 
“toning,”  a  number  of  experts  want  to  make  all-inclusive  commen¬ 
taries.  In  practice,  there  is  “good  toning”  and  “bad  toning.” 

Numbers 

This  situation  reminds  me  of  numbers.  The  certification  services  such  as 
PCGS  and  NGC,  eager  to  please  investors  and  others  who  like  numbers,  see 
fit  to  designate  coins  simply  as  MS-61,  MS-62,  MS-63,  etc.,  with  no 
indication  whatsoever  as  to  whether  they  are  sharply  struck  or  weakly 
struck,  spotted  and  stained  or  attractively  toned,  or  whatever.  This  comes 
home  when  someone  reads  a  notice  stating,  for  example,  that  an  MS-63 
specimen  of  a  given  Indian  cent  is  worth  $500  according  to  a  catalogue 
listing.  In  actuality,  a  spotted  or  stained  piece  might  be  so  ugly  that  I 
wouldn't  give  $  1 00  to  buy  it  for  our  stock,  and  a  lustrous,  gem  MS-63  might 
be  so  nice  that  I  would  pay  $700.  What  I  am  writing  here  isn’t  news  to  old 
timers,  but  to  a  newcomer  to  die  hobby  die  words  may  seem  surprising. 

As  a  dealer,  I  have  found  that  the  best  customers  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  are  those  who  buy  from  us  today,  like  what  they 
acquire,  and  come  back  again  and  again.  I  am  very  pleased  that 
numerous  people  who  were  customers  back  in  the  1 950s  still  have 
active  accounts.  Ofcourse,  many  others  have  passed  away  or  have 
sold  their  collections.  However,  it  has  been  my  experience 
that  once  someone  “comes  aboard”  they  tend  to  stay, 
especially  if  they  become  seriously  interested  in  nu¬ 
mismatics. 

Toward  this  end,  I  have  always  felt  that  a  little  bit 
of  education  can  go  a  long  way.  At  the  risk  of  being 
a  bit  commercial,  I  suggest  that  when  ordering  coins 
from  us  or  anyone  else,  it  is  perfectly  okay  to  ask  for 
such  pieces  “on  approval,  so  to  speak — with  the  idea 
that  if  you  don’t  like  a  particular  series  or  an  aspect  of  it,  you 
can  send  it  back  for  a  refund  or  get  something  else.  For  example,  let's 
suppose  that  you  decide  to  collect  Liberty  Head  nickels,  and  find  our 
offering  of  them  to  be  very  interesting.  However,  upon  inspection  you 
find  that  you  simply  don’t  like  the  Liberty  Head  nickel  design,  and  you 
would  not  be  happy  with  putting  together  a  set.  In  such  an  instance,  1 
would  suggest  that  you  send  back  the  coin,  and  go  on  to  something  else. 

However,  if  you  build  a  “type  set,  you  will  acquire  a  wide  variety  of 
designs  with  different  aesthetic  appeals.  For  example,  ifyou  endeavor  to  put 
together  a  set  of  the  48  different  designs  used  on  commemorative  half 
dollars  during  the  early  1892-1954  “classic”  period,  you  will  have  some 
beautiful  motifs  (just  about  everyone  likes  the  1 892  and  1 893  Columbian 
half  dollars,  the  1 927  Vermont,  and  so  on)  as  well  as  some  which  are  at  the 


Pare  Coin  Review  No.  1  1 0 


Page  67 


THOUGHTS  ON  HI  IUOING  \  ('(Hi  MKT  I  ON 


other  end  of  the  spectrum — few  people  would  give  the  1 923-S  Monroe  a 
beauty  prize.  However,  one  cannot  have  peaks  without  having  valleys,  and 
in  order  to  appreciate  a  beautiful  commemorative  half  dollar  design,  it  is 
perhaps  necessary  to  have  a  few  ugly  ones  as  well!  Within  a  given  design, 
as  beautiful  or  ugly  as  it  may  be  to  your  eyes,  it  is  always  important  to  find 
a  piece  which  has  nice  characteristics.  Thus,  if  I  were  buying  a  1 923-S 
Monroe  half  dollar,  1  would  not  settle  for  a  stained  or  spotted  one,  but 
would  acquire  a  lustrous  or  attractively  lightly  toned  example. 

Above  all,  when  forming  your  collection  don't  be  in  a  hurry.  Most 
commemorative  half  dollars,  Morgan  dollars,  and  other  items  come  on 
the  market  with  regularity,  if  not  every  day  or  every  week,  at  least  every 


few  years.  It  is  much  more  fun  to  acquire  pieces  one  at  a  time  with  an  eye 
to  quality  than  it  is  to  simply  check  off  a  given  date  and  mintmark  with 
anything  you  can  find.  I  have  always  recommended  putting  quality 
foremost.  As  in  other  walks  of  life,  in  numismatics  you  cannot  get  the 
highest  quality  for  the  cheapest  price.  The  two  simply  aren’t  compatible. 
Having  handled  many  important  collections  over  the  years,  without 
exception  I  can  state  that  the  finest  collections  have  been  acquired  by 
“reaching”  for  the  pieces,  often  setting  record  prices  when  buying  them. 
Of  course,  this  pays  off  handsomely  in  the  end,  as  quality  never  goes  out 
of  style,  and  when  the  collections  are  sold,  record  prices  are  paid  in  turn 
by  a  new  generation  of  enthusiasts. 


Rumor  and  Gossip  Concerning  U.S.  Money 


Reader  Mike  Preston  sent  this  note: 

“In  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  98  I  noticed  the  bit  about  the  rumor  that 
Winged  Liberty  Head  dimes  were  being  recalled  by  the  government 
because  gold  had  been  mixed  with  the  silver  (p.  1 1 ).  Also  (p.  27),  the 
mention  of  a  “discussion”  about  a  1964-D  Peace  dollar  existing. 

“Has  anyone  ever  written  about  rumor  and  gossip  concerning  U.S. 
money?  Sure,  there  are  individual  debunking  (sort  of)  statements,  such 
as  that  about  the  public  outcry  concerning  the  bare-breasted  Liberty  on 
the  1916  quarter,  and  we  all  know  what  the  JS  on  the  Roosevelt  dime 
supposedly  stood  for.  I’d  find  it  fascinating  to  read  such  a  work,  notone 
that  ham-handedly  debunked  ‘myths,’  but  which  amassed  such  ‘talk,’ 
the  false  as  well  as  what  turned  out  to  be  true:  gossip  about  the  models, 
etc.  This  is  part  of  the  ‘romance’  of  the  hobby.” 

This  prompted  your  editor  to  muse  that  rumors  and  their  history 
would  make  a  nice  “Isitsoornot”  (to  use  a  19th-century  term,  was  it 
Poe’s?)  column.  How  about  it,  Coin  World  or  Numismatic  News i 

Rumors  have  always  been  a  popular  part  of  American  numismat¬ 
ics.  For  starters,  here  are  some  of  the  better  known  ones,  which  come 
to  mind,  given  here  in  no  particular  order. 

When  in  1 883  the  new  Liberty  Head  nickel  without  CENTS  was 
produced,  news  spread  that  the  Mint  had  made  a  mistake  and  would 
soon  be  recalling  them.  While  the  Mint  may  have  made  a  design  error 
(which  was  corrected  later  in  the  year)  no  special  recall  ever  took  place. 
The  fact  that  1883  Liberty  Head  nickels  without  CENTS  might 
become  rare  someday  caused  a  flurry  of  buying  activity,  and  dealers 
such  as  John  Hubbard  (Lake  Village,  NH)  apparently  did  well  at 
selling  them  at  15<£  each — or  three  times  face  value. 

Another  famous  rumor  involving  nickels  concerned  the  1938 
Jefferson  nickel,  which  did  not  have  a  flagpole  on  top  of  Monticello, 
whereas,  apparently,  the  real  building  in  Charlottesville,  Virginia, 
did.  Again,  rumors  were  circulated  that  the  mint  had  made  a  mistake. 
However,  to  this  day,  no  flagpole  has  ever  appeared. 

During  the  1 9th  century,  rumors  were  circulated  that  the  Carson 
City  Mint  was  producing  coins  of  incorrect  weight.  Some  of  this  is 
discussed  in  my  book.  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  Despite  investigations,  nothing 
factual  ever  materialized.  So  far  as  is  known,  all  trade  dollars  were 
produced  with  proper  weight  and  fineness,  within  legal  tolerances. 

Whose  portrait  is  on  the  I  ndian  cent?  Is  it  young  Sarah  B.  Longacre 
or  is  it  someone  else?  This  old  chestnut  resurfaces  in  numismatic 
articles  every  decade  or  so. 

Over  the  years,  various  explanations  have  been  devised  to  account 
for  the  rarity  of  certain  coins.  The  Mint  Report  for  the  calendar  year 


1804  showed  that  19,570  silver  dollars  were  struck  during  that 
period,  and  yet  just  a  few  1804-dated  dollars  are  known  to  exist. 

To  explain  the  great  rarity  of  the  1 804  dollar  in  the  face  of  19,570 
mintage  figure,  various  fanciful  tales  have  arisen  concerning  where  all 
the  1 804  dollars  went — lost  on  a  ship  on  the  way  to  China,  lost  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  so  on.  Today,  we  know  that  no  1804-dated 
dollars  were  struck  before  the  1830s,  and  that  the  production  of 
19,570  silver  dollars  in  1804  itself  referred  to  dollars  bearing  earlier 
dates,  from  leftover  dies. 

The  1 844  “Orphan  Annie”  dime,  so  called,  is  one  of  the  scarcer  issues 
of  its  era,  due  to  the  low  mintage.  Whether  it  is  scarcer  than  the  mintage 
would  indicate  is  a  matter  of  question,  as  there  seems  to  have  always  been 
enough  worn  pieces  around  (although  in  Mint  State  the  coin  is  indeed 
a  great  rarity).  A  number  of  tales  have  arisen  concerning  this  particular 
issue,  including  pieces  being  sent  to  Mexico  to  pay  army  troops,  and  lost 
there  or  en  route,  and  pieces  being  lost  in  a  train  robbery. 

Speaking  of  robberies,  one  of  the  promotional  pieces  sent  out  by  the 
General  Services  Administration  in  the  1970s  stated  that  the  three 
million  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars  held  by  the  government  were  “the 
coins  that  Jesse  James  didn’t  get.”  This  implies  that  Jesse  James  and  his 
comrades  must  have  stolen  untold  quantities  ofMorgan  dollars.  Maybe 
so,  but  when  and  how?  What  is  the  source  of  this  “new”  rumor? 

The  1943  bronze  Lincoln  cent  has  occupied  many  columns  of 
newspaper  print  over  the  years.  In  actuality,  a  few  1943  bronze  cents 
were  made  in  error,  instead  of  the  regular  zinc-coated  steel  version  of 
that  year.  Another  popular  rumor  involving  Lincoln  cents  is  that  if 
one  could  find  ones  with  mintmarks  F,  O,  R,  and  D,  one  could  obtain 
a  new  Ford  automobile.  Of  course  the  D  was  easy  to  obtain,  but  the 
others  do  not  exist. 

Massachusetts  silver  coins,  particularly  large  planchet  Pine  Tree 
shillings,  dated  1652,  are  often  seen  with  evidence  of  having  been 
bent.  It  has  suggested  that  this  may  have  been  done  to  ward  off 
witches  and  evil  spirits,  which  were  said  to  have  been  prevalent  in 
Massachusetts  centuries  ago. 

John  Sinnock  (initials:  J.S.),  well-known  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint, 
put  his  initials  on  the  neck  truncation  of  the  Roosevelt  dime,  as  reader 
Mike  Preston  has  indicated.  A  rumor,  not  widely  believed  but  srill 
cropping  up  now  and  then,  had  it  that  this  was  done  by  the  United 
States  government  as  a  special  favor  to  Joseph  Stalin  (initials:  J.S.), 
dictator  of  Russia,  with  whom  they  wished  to  keep  the  peace.  Similarly, 
Gilroy  Roberts’  monogram  on  the  obverse  of  the  1964  Kennedy  half 
dollar  was  said  by  some  to  resemble  the  hammer  and  sickle  emblem  of 
Russia,  either  as  a  “secret  sign"  or  for  other  mysterious  reasons. 
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for!  A  lot  of  people  have  made  a  lot  of 
money  with  this  book,  and  without  ques¬ 
tion  a  lot  ofpeople  have  had  a  lot  of  fun  with 
it.  If  you  don’t  yet  have  a  copy,  order  one 
today — and  take  your  applicable  discount! 

Great  Companion  Books 
At  a  Great  Discount  Price 

The  “Numismatist’s 
Companion’’  booksedited 
by  Dave  Bowers  offer  a  lot 
of  fun  reading  that  is  in¬ 
formative  at  the  same 
time.  Each  of  the 
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Books!  Books! 

And  more  books! 

Books  are  your  key,  your 
passport,  to  being  a  smart  buyer 
and  to  enjoying  the  coins  you 
already  have.  And,  in  today’s 
market  there  are  more  fine  nu¬ 
mismatic  publications  in  print 
than  ever  before. 

Discounts  are  yours  for  the 
asking:  On  any  or  all  books 
listed  on  pages  70-72  take  a 
1 0%  discount  from  the  list  price 
on  any  order  totaling  up  to  and 
including  $  1 00  and  20%  off  on  any  order  over  $  1 00. 

One  of  the  most  popular  titles  we 
have  is  The  Cherrypickers  ’  Guide  to 
Rare  Coin  Die  Varieties,  Stock  No. 

BFI-110,  softbound,  list  $24.95. 

This  great  book  by  Bill  Fivaz  and 
J.T.  Stanton  lists  hundreds  of  “or¬ 
dinary’’  varieties — including  Lin¬ 
coln  cents,  Jefferson  nickels,  and 
other  modern  coins — that  can  be 
worth  hundreds  or  even  thousands 
of  dollars  if  you  know  what  to  look 
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seven  ti  ties  i  n  print  '^g’^JpNNlON 

is  an  anthology  of  articles  by  some  of 
America’s  best  known,  most  authoritative 
numismatists.  For  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 1 0 
I  make  this  special  offer:  These  “Companion” 
books,  described  on  page  70,  list  for  $12.95 
each.  If  you  buy  one  or  more  OTHER 
BOOKS  from  this  issue,  you  can  have 
one,  two,  or  up  to  all  seven  different 
“Companion”  books  for  just  $6  each 
(net,  no  further  discount).  This  is  less 
than  half  price!!!  Ask  for  “Companion 
Special”  when  ordering,  and  let  me 
know  the  titles  (or  stock  numbers)  you 
want.  Lots  of  really  great  reading  awaits 
you! 

I  am  just  a  toll-free  call  away 
and  would  be  delighted  to  speak 
with  you  personally.  Call  me  at  1- 
800-222-5993,  or  send  your  order 
by  mail. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Sincerely,  * 
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1 1  has  always  been  a  matter  of  speculation  as  to  whom  the  die  work 
for  the  1792  Birch  cents,  signed  BIRCH  on  the  obverse,  should  be 
attributed.  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  (“Birch  and  the  Patterns  of  92,  The 
Numismatist,  March  1982)  suggested  William  Russell  Birch,  well- 
known  painter  of  miniatures  might  be  a  candidate.  The  following 
represents  another  possibility  and  is  verbatim  from  The  Bankers' 
Magazine  and  Statistical  Register,  February  1861,  “History  of  the 
United  States  Mint,”  and,  presumably,  drew  from  authorities  at  the 
time  ( e.g .,  Montroville  W.  Dickeson,  |arnes  Ross  Snowden): 


It  is  stated  that  for  this  Mint,  John  Harper,  an  extensive  manufacturer 
of  saws,  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Cherry  Streets,  caused  dies  to  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  Robert  Birch.  Most  of  the  original  Washington 
cents  were  struck  from  these  dies.  The  coins  of  1791  were  made  in  the 
cellar  of  Mr.  Harper’s  shop,  on  a  press,  which,  it  is  supposed,  was 
imported  from  England.  The  coins  of  1 792  were  struck  on  a  press  which 
is  set  up  in  an  old  coach  house  on  Sixth  Street  above  Chestnut,  directly 
opposite  Jayne  Street.  This  last  described  press  is  made  by  Adam  Ickfeldt. 
for  many  years  the  chief  coiner  of  the  National  Mint. 
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Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 
Best-seller,  1 84  pages, 
separate  pages  devoted  to  each 
issue.  Illustrated.  Special 
Offer:  HB  version  at  the  SB 
price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half: 
dimes  on  a  year-by-year  basis. 

1 68  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford , 
Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history,  art, 
romance,  and  investment 
aspect  of  coins.  306  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 

The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891. 

1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 
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THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market 
(2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  overview  of  the 
coin  hobby  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  372  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-353)  List  $19.95 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE  TO 


SHIES  # 

COLD  COINS 
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Buyer’s  Guide  to  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from 
1793  onward.  122  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351)  List  $19.95 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  and  exhaustive 
reference  work  covering 
commemoratives  from  the 
19th  century  through  1991. 
768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95 

►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 

►  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 

The  History  of  United  States 
Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  series 
Irom  colonials  to  regular 
copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold 
issues.  572  pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


As  Illustrated  by  the 
Ganett  Collection 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Companion 
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Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from 
past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  192-224 
pages  in  each  volume. 


The  Numismatist  s: 


^  Bedside  Companion — SB  (BBM-200)  List  $12.95 
^  CountrysideCompanion — SB(BBM-207)  List 
$12.95 


^  Downtown  Companion — SB(BBM-208)  List  $12.95 
^  Lakeside  Companion — SB  (BBM-202)  List  $12.95 
^  Topside  Companion — SB  (BBM-209)  List  $12.95 
V  Traveling  Companion — SB  (BBM-210)  List 
$12.95 


^  Weekend  Companion — SB(BBM-206)  List 
$12.95 


Save  Money  on  Every  Book  Order! 

l  ake  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders 
over  $100  (off  publisher  s  prices  listed  above) 


Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Valuable  information  on 
different  series,  from  one 
of  the  country's  most 
knowledgeable  numisma¬ 
tists. 

^  United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor — 
SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 
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^  United  States  Copper  Coins: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor  — 

SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 
^  United  States  3<t  and  5<tt 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — 


SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
All  you  want  to  know  about 
American  gold  coins.  415 
pages,  illustrated 
►  HB  (BBM-135)  List  $57.95 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the 
fascinating  and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 
Brand  (1862-1926).  248  pages,  illustrated. 

^  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 


United  States  Gold  Coins 

An  Illustrated  History 


By  Q.  Dark!  Bowen 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 
Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more. 
Year-by-year  analysis.  338 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 


Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 
Virtually  a  numismatic 
library  all  in  one  book! 
754  pages,  profusely 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 


To  Order — Toll  Free 
Call  800-222-5993 
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The  Comprehensive  Tin  y.  |n|HMIn 
of 

l  hiitrd  Strife* 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

All  the  facts  concerning 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  from 

the  first  issue  in  1838  to  the 

last  in  1891.  265  pages, 

illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-800)  List  $39.95 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  H odder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference 
book  on  die  varieties  of 
copper  cents  of  the  period. 
312  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 
►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
Details  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins. 
378  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and ].  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S. 
coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader 
to  “cherrypick”  rarities.  344 
pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents 
Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
A  complete  guide  to  two- 
cent  pieces.  112  pages.  Over 
350  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114)  List  $19.95 


WALKING 
LIBERTY 
HALF  DOLLARS 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 
A  complete  look  at  this 
popular  series.  154  pages, 
with  280  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107)  List  $29.95 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

A  comprehensive,  specialized  text  for  the 
connoisseur  of  the  series. 

►  SB  (BGR-222)  List  $36.95 

Save  money  on  these  great  books 

T ake  1 0%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $  1 00;  take  20%  off  all 
book  orders  over  $100  (off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  & 
Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  with  an 
interest  in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spir.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 


BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


Dw>  W.  UiM 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 
A  thorough  guide  to  this 
popular  series.  Nearly  400 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BLA-106)  List  $24.95 
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MERCURY 

DIMES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  David  W.  Lange 
Expansive  insight  into  the 
Mercury  dime  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-108)  List  $29.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Shield  and  Libert)'  Head 
Nickels 

By  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia 
Mahon 

A  comprehensive  work  on 
these  popular  series. 

►  SB  (BPE-200)  List  $34.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

ByAlC.  Overton 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters..  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-100)  List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
(Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers) 
This  book  completely  updates 
and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern 
series.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 


The  United  States  Clad 
Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 
The  volume  discusses  the  end 
of  silver  coinage,  the 
composition  of  the  new  clad 
coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.. 
174  pages,  illustrated. 


►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

BARBER 

HALVES 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  discussed 
on  a  date-by-date  basis.  112 
pages,  extensively  illustrated. 
►  SB  (BLA-102)  List  $24.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading 
guide  by  the  ANA.  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List 
$10.95 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia- 
2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold Margolis 
The  author  discusses  everything 
to  do  with  minting  and  mint 
errors.  370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  List  $24.95 


Standard  Catalog  o! 

UNITED  STATES 

TOKENS 


The  Standard  Catalog  of 
U.S.  Tokens 
1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousands 
of  different  tokens.  824 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRLl-“’24)  List  MS  on 
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Penny  Whimsy 

By  W  illiam  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic 
work  by  William  S.  Sheldon.  340  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BSH-100)  List  $50.00 

Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  recently  published  work 
covering  all  die  varieties, 
the  background  of  the 
series,  grading  collecting, 
etc. 

►  HB  (BSO-752)  List  $60.00 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 
A  new  edition  of  this  work  on  American 
commemoratives.  386  pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on 
every  coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BTA-404)  List  $19.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BW1-812)  List  $14.95 

New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-814)  l  ist  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-815)  List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 
The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr. 
Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB  (BW1-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-817)  List  $31.95 

The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 


For  the  Silver 
Dollar  Collector 

All  you  want  to  know 
about  Morgan  and  Peace 
dollars  can  be  found  in  this 
one  important  volume. 
Find  rarities  in  your  col¬ 
lection  you  didn’t  even 
know  were  there.  Essen¬ 
tial  to  anyone  collecting 
these  two  series. 

While  supplies  last,  you  can  purchase  this 
book  at  less  than  half  price! 

Softbound  BVA-707,  list  $49.95 
Special  price  $24.95  (no  further  discounts). 

Hardbound  BVA-708,  list  $69.95 
Special  price  $34.95  (no  further  discounts). 


Charlotte  Mint 
Gold  Coin- 
18M-1801 
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Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  informa¬ 
tion  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices, 
if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.2%  per  month  (14%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  de¬ 
tails.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 

Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express; 
or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval. 
We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders 
of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about 
our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  forany  reason, 
including  grading,  maybe  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
i(  oins  certified  by  ANA(  !S,  P(  XiS,  NCC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
ro-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which 
rh'-  pri<  c  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  arc  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect 
to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and 
do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various 
published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  ot  time. 
However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that 
our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased 
countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the 
process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful 
rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1 977-1 979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

V.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and 
regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in 
person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 


quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand. 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  I  his  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors  which  may 
occur. 
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•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review — 
Q.  David  Bowers 
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•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist; 
Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing 
Director. 

•  Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew 
W.  Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Chris 
Karstedt. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Robin  Edgerly, 
Roberta  French,  Bill  Nicholson;  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager. 
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LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Tricia  Toepper,  Maggie  Kettler, 
Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minncrly. 

•  Publications  Dept. — Mary  Tocci. 

•Accounting  Department— Donald  H  Snyder.  (  P.A., 
Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill. 
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Mail  or  Fax  to  Us  (or  use  separate  sheet) 


BOOKS 


COINS 


Stock  # 

Title 

List  Price 

#, 

Total  List  Price: 

Less  10%  (order  $100  or  less)  or  20%  (over  $100.01) 
Net  price: 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50, 

PLUS  10%  over  that  amount 

Total:  Books  and  postage 


Page  # 

Description 

Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Postage  $5  on  orders  under  $500/Free  over  that  amount  $ 
Total:  Coins  and  postage  $ 


Books  and  Shipping  Total: 

$ 

Coins  and  Shipping  Total: 

$ 

Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 

Rare  Coin  Review  and  Coin  Collector  Only 

□ 

$29.00 

Domestic 

□ 

$95.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 

□ 

$150.00 

Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□ 

$200.00 

Subtotal  of  items 

$ 

Total  Enclosed 

$ 

Overnight  Delivery:  Coins:  $10  for  orders  under  $500/Free  on 

orders 

i  over  $500 

ADDRESS  &  PAYMENT 

Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  the  following: 

Name:  _ 


Address: 
City:  _ 


State  _  Zip 


Telephone: 


Customer  #: . 


I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

CD  Check  CD  MasterCard  CD  Visa 


l_J  Anil  ' 


Card  # 


Exp.  Date: 


Books:  Fee  determined  by  weight. 


Signature: 


TO  ORDER:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319  •  IN  NH:  569-5095 
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